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FG, DICAN
Urge Adaptation
Of China’s Poverty
Reduction Model

Erom Sophina Ovike, Abuja

ederal
Government and the
Elemiaeic

ek e
of Nigeria TDICAR) have
called for the adaptation of
relevant lessons from China's
poverty reduction experience
to support Nigeria's efforts to
tackle poverty and promote
sustainable development
The call was made at a
strategic stakeholders
workshap organised by
DICAN in Ab ‘mm

he
p«n:mmn, ey
media practitioners and other
stakeholders to examine
China's development
experience and its relevance to
Nigeria

The Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Amb. Dunoma Umar Ahmed,
said Nigeria could leamn from
Chinals long-term approach to
infrastructure  development,
agricultural productivity,
targeted poverty reduction,
social protection and human
capital investment

esented by

KimiebiEbienfa, Ahmed,
however, cautioned against
the wholesale adoption of the
Chinese model, stressing that
Nigeria must adapt relevant
lessons to its political,
economic, institutional and
social realties.

He said

Al ) u
Otti Commends Resilience, Urges
Collective Efforts For Greater Future

By Chukuowerneka Egejio Otti stated this in a betterfuture. sacio-economic contibutions of prominent
statewide broadcast on  The Governor paid development leaders whe championed
overnar Alex Ofti Thursday August 27, 300 tribute to the late  Healso acknowledged the agitation for Abia's

o monded ta mark the 33th DrOgbonnayaOnu, Abiae the former military creation, incuding the late
the resilience, anniversary of Abia State, first democratically clected administrators who Dr Michael [heonukara
I as his governed the State in i

s

ingenuity sayingthe milestone wasan ~ governar, as wel ts  Okpara and Chief Benjamin
ion of Abians, opp Orji formative years, noting Nwachukwu, alongside
deneriblng them gn e ol of e Sab UsorKalu, Chief Theodare  their contributions to other political, traditional
e behind the founding fathers, past Orjiand DrOkezielkpeazu, infrastructure, peace and religious and professional
snus development over leaders and citizens while for their contributions to  socialstability leaders,

‘the past35years. renewing commitment toa  the State's political and Otti recalled the Coutinnedd o .2

LR Managlg Do mg.m Rallway Corporation, Dr. Kayode Opeifa and Abla State Govemar, Or.Alex Gt during the signing ol an Mol to facltato consinuction

m.,unm-.lm. effective
mplementation and

development policies
translated into measurable
improvements in the lives of
Nigerians.

hmed also urged
development partners to
provide technical expertise,

Abia, NRC Sign MoU On Umuahia Railway Corridor Access Road

By Amarachi Uzonkun

the project forms part of his Capital Development Authority (UCDA)
acminisration's plan to upgrade Umahia's Kingsley Agormuo, o work withother el ant

ansport and create an
allay | Coporation E(VM‘LQJ;“"‘:“ iogpared Caraportation. hub arvund the  Fiealsappealed o ths NRCtarcetase i

,.,m,“u,mm“m”m,m,sm F rosathy Tailway station and the NnennaOti Bus  servicesbetween Part Harcourt and Aba, noting

railway corridor in Untuzhia. Terminal. that the state was expanding its public
lhr MoU, signed at the Governar's Office y the time we station

it will become a  Governor Otti further directed the UCDA to

secmlly, sl el ond Uik Obpeicn into the terminal,

financing and.
experience in line with
Nigeria's development
priorities

Square through oodshed) *, Gavernor Otti said relocate the existing police station within the
‘o Bende Road, in a move aimed at improving  The gavernor directed the Commissioners railway corridor ta a temporary location and

conrectivity and easing braffic in the state for Transpart and Works, prepare an architectural design for a new
capital. DrChimezieUkaegbu and OtumchereOti, as  railway station incorporating a palice facility for

Speaking at the event, Governar Alex Otti  well as the General Manager of the Umuahia ~submissionto the NRC Cantimied on P
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According to him, the

wermE invstmony in

from ICT tmining, wile
investments

Ukwa West Will Vote For
Governor Otti Again -Azu

By Okercke Kate

gevernance in Abia, noting

were um[ :

He dicclosed ot former made to extend acess to 4 hat the Gov Alex Ott's led

Miliary President, General rural comamunitacs. I OXmer ,dministration had
Torahim Sabangida, under Otti highlighted the attracted recognitio:

Abia of the | withinand outsi e st

ated on August 27, payment of Toted cadership.

1991, had spoken with him 1y armars dating back | State, Llon, Newman Azu, 'y (PIEH SOIR

and asked bim o convey his 52001, assuring retirees that | has declared that the 8
e anniversary provides an

ol e phiarn

cltizens whase. creativity
continuos b drive ceamumic
activiry.

b, Tike every sueicly
thromgh e, b e

x aptimisey of the
prople. m, e e We do
notgive up,”

Whil el e
State's achievements, Ot
cautioned st
complacency, saying Abia
stll had sigrificant work ko
do to fulfl the aspirations of
s founding visionaries.

H aid his

sdministration

iaftticne, dprediio
g and information.and
e e tochnology
0 create oppartuns
improveliving standards.

srsing e chitd o
4 brcase of

further announced
that, going farward, workers
aving the State's service

Whelt pasents econemi or

On infrastructure, Ot
said more than 1,000
Xilometres of roads had been
fixed crocs
communities in the last three
cars to im e
connectivity, productivity
and investmen

He added that the
government was expanding
investment in agriculture o
srengthen food security,
reate jobs and

houschald incom

boycieteksdiiinturd

e Govarnar. aiso
it o
e bt

would e pratu
vnce the required
ocumentation was
wompleted

The governor urged
Abians o contribute to the
Stales development by
Paying tases and statuiory
Fees, supporting secur.
sgencles. snd esising
attempts by unserupulous
clements to undermine peat
and pmgress.

people of Ukwa West are
solidly behind Governor
Alex O and will vote
massively for him in the
2027 governorship
election

Azu stated this while
speaking with journalists ot
his country home in Ukwa
West as Abia State prepares

ather

anniversary of itsereation.

The former mayor
described his appointment
by Governor Omi as an
oppartunity and a rare
privilege 0 serve
pevple, saying he gave his

opportunity for Abians to
reflcet o the achievements
of the administration and

faek (el totinis

development
“Teday, if you want to
see good governance, you
come to Abia Statc. In
infrastructu
develapment, reads,
regular poser supply and
mproved healtheare
system, everywhere is
getting 2 wonderfultouch,
“We are
God, and we pray that God
guide and protect the

o Governor. what he
tharkiully, we are on the He said it was the Dasdone.we
deciared highest hanour of s ife o 1ate s i goud ands and

Rctates

s people

Abia, NRC Sign MoU

Continued from page 1

e Governor said the

the state had ©
i e danal 3
cted,

“For us here, I'm sure
vou may have seen in the
w wlectric

¢ Stale

thinkingabout
"We are working

other governors in th

Southeast 1o also integrate

all our

network that will mot

States on a rail

cupported hugely by NRC.
That's the way it works,
everywhere in the warld',
Gov. Ot states

s 2n example o
and for
Francis

The NKC Managing
Dceti: KiyoneOpiicin
his remarks carlier, had

said the corparation
approved the praject after
the state fulfilled the

required canditions,
describing the Mali as 2n

e
Opeifa com i
bia Goyernmen! for
following due process and

praised Governor Outi's
Infrastructire initiatives,
citin, nnaCti Bus
Terminal as an example of
the administration’s
commitment to
modernising public
fransportatian

He said the partnershi

bility,
irenputiennrasiructute
Support ccoromic

activities ih e state.

begiventheapportunity by
the Governar of Abia Statc
to serve the people in the
capacty of the fist Mayor
of Ukwa W
“Torthe Lm time inthe
histery of
s imvmhmg anique for
peaple like me to be given
the opportunity to serve
and to be called upon to
come back hame to serve It
was a rare privilege, and |
gave it my best shot fike
mast of the other premicr
zu commended
Governar Ol for whal he

described
transformation in the
narrative of leadership and

hewilldo more whenvoted
again’, he said

The former mayor also
highlightes. some of the
developments
West, pacticularly the
rencwal of the Abia State
Oil Producing
Commissicn

which he said, is very
significant to the people of
thearen

He described the road
a3 a major intervention in
the oil-producing area,
while stressing that mere
develapment was sl
needed because of the
peculiar challenges faced

FG, DICAN Urge Adaptation of China's

Contd from page 1
e noted that

oling

Snderatanding

Gevalomant b Ao
serulinising government
a

ramme

the media
had a crital ol o ply i

counties and 178,000 villages
were removed from poverty
E

According to ham,
China's soscess was driven
By strong government
Teadership, targete

profection
He added that
investments in roads,

electricity, water,
telecommunications,
education and healtheare
helpad address structural

Poverty Reduction Model

driven interventions,
community-level
development,
infrastructure and
mutually bemeficial
economic partnerships.
He also called for

through accurate and

eIt

behaltof the

while 32 impoverished

econemic growth and
massive investments in

rastructure and social
douelopment.

China invested
nearly 16 trillion yuan in
special_poverty alleviation
funds and deployed millions
T officials and work-team
members Lo supporl poverty
reductionpr

included

and strengthened  social

, measurabls:

DICAN Chairman,
ldehai Frederick, said
Nigeris should siudy
hina's Gl
aspects capable of
e L
Smenvironment
e described
workshap a6 timely.
TEREANT. eeti'y
i st
futiens and a critical

m

the
%

o
and journalism trair

The DICAN Chairman
further urged Nigeria to
take advaniage of China's
zero-tarifl_policy lor

African cxports by
<

models that had achieved

rederick said lessons
from China could help
Nigeria strengthen data-

chains, improving product
standa

competitive non-oil
exports.

by communities in ail-

the present administration
for interventions in
schools and  healthcare
facilities across the state,
2007 election,
Be said there was no
serious competition to

Governor Olti in Ukw,

Gavernor Q11 This place
is sceured for his re-
clection. There is no
shaking: we will deliver’,
Azudeclared.

He urged Abians
remain confident in the
GovOiti's adeninistration,
describing the state as
being in safc hands

Change of Name
1. formerly known and
addressed as Uka
Ogechi Happincss, now
wish 1o be known and
addressed as CHIJINDU
OGECHI HAPPINESS. All
iocumants baaring
former names remain
valid. Abla State
Government and the
general public should

= Okare

general public should

iessatakanote.
ANOGHILI IFEOMA
ASSUMPTA.

I itoatimi ono
dehnacn N

Should piease take.

‘ONYEKA JOHNSON
NWANKWO.

CHIDINMA
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Otti Beglns Payment Of N61.8bn Gratuity

‘He said N7 2 billiors

Government has

the
started the payment lisbility accrued between

of autstanding gratuities tostate 2001 and 20
b

A
and focal government retirees lion accumulared berveen
with

tuity committee, 2011 and May 29, 2073,

established by the Of

Tability inherite
Ry i

sioner for

briefing journalists
Government | louseUmuahia,or. Eat
fhe oucome of e siate
Exceutiye Couneil m
prosided over by Govermor Al
"
According to Prince Kanu,
the gratuity committse was

particula

validate the cumulative gratuity Governors T.A ”ﬂl and
arrears awed to state and local Okezie Viclor Ikpeazu, only

than 001% of
it payment taTetiree:
Who lefl the service between  putstanding gratuily

‘government retirees from 2001 to affected Je
2025 and secommend. fes at

lalities and timelines for their

2011 and May 2023
pecifically
review of record

payment.

ex noted that

Thecomie
oy exview of recods from the
Stale Densions Toard and Local
Governmen: Pensions Board
tablished. an_outstanding
ability of N61S bil

Over 200 Stakeholders To
Brainstorm On Future Of
Tourism In Akwalbom

Erom Loving Emalk

bout 200 stakeholders, including investars,
government officials, hoteliers, fransport

aprators, academic, and media practitioners,

uyo.

'e; 109 billan accrued foom
minaion iy b el Moy o et

jon, Prince OkeyKanu, Bovernors T.A. Orji and
cicioned i eceny il OWesteligests, bad ofected
e s than 001 per cent of

sdministations in Abia e

determined the total
ability
to be 615 hillion, covering
Both siaie and loca
povernmentrelires:

o 1 you Have 0 do 8
summary of the outstanding
E

iities between 2001 and

Gov Aler Ot

2010, 7.2 billion. Between
2011 and 2023, ending May
2025, May 29, 2023 was 436
billion.

“and May 30,2023 fo the
present is 109 billion. Thats

the total of £15 came
about", the commissioner

Arrears To Ab1a Retlrees

a;,,.-‘.dw..rrm.w..rx.na
subsequent anmual budgets
Prince Kanu said that the
measure was designed to
ensure sustained payments
prevent further
accumalation of gratuity
The sommsoner added
that payments would
made drectly 1o verified
beneficinrics through a
dedical ity payment
platform linked 1o the 3aie's
Treasury Single Account,
with biometric validation o
on and

He said that the state
ment wauld also
Bnciite the aldet e

and spr

ad payments across
sbscpnt years sccording

impac:
experdiiure and a0l ncda.

According to Prince
Kanu, “Ttwill be very difficull
for this administration to

st fhis pres

e, nowever, assured
refiress that th Te

aints

\JC.‘»’I ey

added that the
helpline “will be. Svaiabie
frim Sam o dpm e workin
days, while complaints can
also be submitied through
contactcenter@abiastate gov
ng, which would operate 24
hies.

bia Assembly Passes Four Landmark Law:

By Chifiake Chukiwuemeka
he Abia State
suse o

csembly has
rounded off it legliative
activities wit assage o
Fous andmark billsinte v,
comsideration af pe titions

ammiéce reports,
mm procecding on its

P particiy i
will help wsher in integrated tourism esosystem and track

Apress statcoent joinfly signed by the Chairman, Nigeria
Hotels Association (NEHA). Alwalbom Sate Chapler; Clbong
Dacie] UdohChairman, Federation of Tourism Associationsof
Nigeria (FTAN], Akwalbom State Chapter Sir Joseph
Urmohand theChairman /CTO), Legacy Tourism Development
Services AmbUsentdoh Ltd ey are mobilizing
stkeholdens o reposition She state oy Nigorin's Teading
urism and hospitality destination. through a highlevel
dialogue seheduled for Tuesday, September 1,
CEEDAPEG otels, Uy,
They highiighted that the roundtable fs o buld siep almed
at complimenting the encrmous tourism and hospi
wplemented under the ARISE A gend of

B

rvestment bein

The ssembly, at tts
et o Ay
sscd the

riminalJustice Billand the:
‘Abia State Restorsive Justice
il

The fuur T
which wers cor

slations,

bills, Kalu described. the
Criminal Law Bill as a “child
af nevessily”, argingthal the
extsting I he

outdated and no longer
sdeaisely reflcred e

fenants, supervise the
activities of praperty ags
and address other challenges
il e betadng e
gave firs|
readingls i i Sas P

54

Akaliro,
cuse Comn
Petitions.

one oedh 10 Inveetiga
all s and report hack
the House for further

was refirred Lo the
tee on Public
e the

saciety.

He explained that the
new legislalion wauld
address existing legal gaps,
strengthen the protection af
< legal
Fmreck o acking i
inthestate.

Onthe Administration of

criminal cases, |mymvt the
effciency of the i
sysiem, prosect the righ:
Cplhfoants deicndanis;
suspects and witnasses, and

No.3) Bill, 20 )pﬂ ity
the Deputy Speaker

}emmn b)

Meanwhile, lawmakers
used their personal
explanations to’ commend
e
ongoing infrastructuce

secovery of Plot No. R/127 at
Government Station Layout,
allegedly allocaled 1o her for
mesidential purposts.

The repart of the Joint
Commitiee on Lands and
Housing and Public Petitions
presentecd by Okeie, was
bt B
referred o the Committee of
i Whole for

furth

T memiser ropresenting.
Thueane State Constituency,
Isienyi ummm,

commended the governor
The agoing rehabliaton of

criminal Justice svs
improving access to justice,
Tegulating n-= EEy and

of AkuwalhomState.
W s e AR i B
s Prefessed Tourism and Hospilality Destination” and
e ‘Unlocking Destinatin Akswalbes entaims to
S5 Tocas foom the pliels bourinm potentia Jo rcamieabic

Former Minister of Tourism, Culture and Nation!
Orientation, High Chief [idem Duke, will deliver the keynate
s e e star vl t e Awalbon S
Gow t (S5C) Dr. Emmanuel Ekuwemand former
President of the Association ol

ermament

sucisl erder crosa hetate.

e Emimanuel
. congratulated

t he

as anothe

ignificant legislative
milestone, expressing
enfidence that the new laws
would contribute to

improved governance usice

Companits of Nigeria (ATCON), will strveas the Chaieman of
the event while veteran jousnalist and media consullant. Mr.
tirm will moderate procecdings
maintained that AkwaTbom is blessed
with hospitality infrastructure, cultural heritage, cu
and improved aviation connectivity, but the challenge
remains organization, marketing, and manetization
Key areas for discussion o1 the one-day confab include
destination branding, tourism investineat, hespitality
standards, business and events tourism, community
tiom, youth and women nd
sustainabictourism

delivery
bia.

H he e ot
ik et froen o
2036, upon receiving. ihe
assent of theGovernor.
the Abia site Criminal
il

State Constituency, llon.
Okoro UchennaKala
During, g

& for all
parties
id the Restorative

“The Assembly also
received the Abia State
ancsl Siatsment for e

L e Accountant Lr‘n\m] Fl
m State. The d
eferred Lo

House

caling and lasting peace
within commanfics.

Property and

g, Ohafs. Mol
State Constitueney, Ho.
Mandela Obass, sctabliches
the Abia State Property and
Tenancy Regulatory

\:gnlqi nix
e resl

cstae. practice
rights of amﬂbr:s and

Commitee on
and Finance for defailed
serutiny.

I ano
the House
plenary enlrtained s pliion
by Chikodilkwuonye seeking
an independent tinsestigarion
into the activitics of the

Nigeria Eresion and
Watershed Management
Project (NEWMAP) in. Abla
Sae.

The petisioner levelled
allegations of

interventions were bei
handled by the Urmuahis
Capital Development
Aulhority and the Misisty of
Environment

¢ also e
aptmiem that the o
rehabilitation of the kot
Ckpene Road would be

Yuletde, citing the pace of
workatthe projectsite
Hause furlhe
recsived the report of 1t
mittee on llealth on
advocsey for e heotship of
the Abia State Loc
Government llcalth
Authorities (ABLGHA) ard

atber complains, against the
Project Coordinator, Dr
NiiruksChidiaMaduckwe.
pecion presnted by
the member represcnting
Unushia Nofih ta
Canstituency, Hon. Andersan

prirmary i
The report, presented
the Chairman of b{
Comunitie on Health, Hon
E Obioma, was
committed to the Com
of the Whole
legislativeaction.

o
urther
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Bayelsa Empowers 600
Entrepreneurs With N90m,
Business Support Packages

Trom Ovwwnna Gondness, Bayelsa

s Blycue Bk cosenndil 38
disbursed. to 600 young
e o 4 part iof citents 18
b et Viodsis miL promice’ o
reliance amongyouths and womenin thestate,
S SNSRI I e
dea (EOS) o

atrep

suceessfully completing fraining and ng\al‘nhuj
ander the DouyeDiri Skills Acquisition and
Fmpowerment Programme al the Federal University

The empowerment was announced during the
activities marking the 2026 World Entreprencurchip
Day at the Chicf DSP Alamicyeseigha Memorial
Banquet Hal
Speaking at the event, Govern
his adminlstration would continue fo support
e capable of creating jobs, strengihe
" 1 i [

iniial

thestate

The governor, wha was represented by his deputy,
Dr, Peter Akpe, said, skills acquisition and
entreprencurship development remained eritical to
addressing unemployment and prometing sconomic
growth

Diri urged educaticnal mrm—w to incorporate
practical siills acquisi school curricula,
stressing that emreprm urs| mp <hnum become a core
component of educatior

Recording 1o him, seung people shou acquire
voeational skills alongside formal education, so they
could have alternative means of livelihood where
white-collar employmentopportunitics were limited.

“Entreprencurship edu training and
development targels blue-callar jobs by lurning ideas
intoapportunities (or jobereation

“AE the pol

cation,

ey level, gove major duty
remains that of creating 2 conducive environment for
businesseato graw and theive.

“I will encourage our youths to leam something
they can fall back on when shite-colar jobs are nct
fortheor
flight

The buumurrﬂm callled on residents to patronise
Iocally made products, saying increased patronage f

Sl aquisitonis the solution o capital

genous businesses would help sustain enterprises
am{ﬂungmahIl\e:ulhe:onnm)

commended his Technical Adviser on
Entrepreneurship Development, Mrs Charity Kens-
Godwin, for hercomumitment and leadership in drivis
thesmpowerment progra
He further urged the bencficiaries to remain
consistent and resilient,

noting that successful
perseverance,

Earlier, Kens-Godwin said, the event was
organised to recognise and empower 608 outstanding
beneficiaries of the DouyeDisi skills

buill through dedication and
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Abia Labour Party Meets 316 Support
Groups Ahead of 2027 Elections

By Faith
he State Working
Committee (SWC)
of the Labour

political groups that have
registered to work with the
party_ahead of the 2027
general elections,

The mceting was mainly to
bring the groups together,

party as the 2027 elections
approach

The Labour Party opened
anenlineregistration portal on
July 14, 2026, for pro-graups,

olitieal groups and other
organisations that wanted to T
ind

nee the

otk with the party. Si
porlal was opened, more thon
316 groups have registered

and shown interest in jtscandidates.
copporting Labaur Farty
candidates in the 2027

elections,

Speaking at the meeting.
the State Chairman of the
Labour Party in Abia, Hon
Peter Azubuike, said the
was impertant
because the party needed to
explain to the groups how they
could work together.

candi

Azubuike said the Labour
Party was ready

iduals and groups who
about working
forthe success of the party and

425l gy e

camps. Instead, he said theaim

together and build one strong,

team for the 2027 electi

The chairman also said
group working with the

1abour Party must be ready o

St gy and

Hon, Peter Azubuike,

He assured the groups that
those who were active and
committed would be properly
the party’s
activities and campaign
structure when the campaign
begins,

Azubuike asked the
groups to retura to their
communities

welcome

included in

to wark
eate different

and continue
mobilising thoir members and
supporiers for Governor Alex
Chiema Ottiand other Labour
Party candidates,

He said a stron
Party was importani to the
continued development of
Abia State and the success of

g vveryone

Govt Resolves ABSU-ASUU
Strike, Approves New

Salary Scale
By Amarachi Uzonkuwu
Ihe Abia State Government has said
that it has resolved the issues that led.
recent strike by the Academic
Staff Union of Universities, [ASUU), Abia
i

For Workers

row been resolved,

“In particular, cutstanding check-off dues
have been paid and a new salary scale,
consolidating academic, student teaching,

ance and other related payments have
been addressed and will be paid with the

the "New Abia” vision of the
Ot administra
nccording fo him,
Governor Ott would need
people clected on the Labour
Parly platiorm ot different
levels of government to
sort his program
kel Pmm'c.’\hm Torward.
The
the State
CHisn il cibnie

the w,m«-d groups to

commited to e party’s
goals

During the meeting,
repreentaicesof thegroups
asked questions and r.
concerns aboul voter
mobilisation, protection of
Vates, sectarity and how the
groups would be propesly
recognised and involved in
he party’s activities
onse, Azubuike
assured them that the party
would follow the faw and
work with the relevant
authorities and other
stakeholders to support a
peaceful and credible
clection.

Fle urged the groups to
concentrate o mobilising
votem, buiding lhe puy ot
the grassroots
encouraging theis memmbers
and supparters 1o take part
i the 2027 elections,

Atthe end of the mecting,
the 316 regjstered Pro
Groups unanimausly
endorsed the Labour Party
and all its candidates for the
207 gereral elections.

roups promised t
mobise their members and
aupporlers across Abia State
o Sapport Labour Farty
candlidales conlesting for
House of Assemb

for I i
s oh. Kanu disclosed this rocently,
while briefing \oumalm; at Government
House Umuahia, on the outcome of the
i S Eeeeiird Camed st
presided over by Governor Alex Ot

Prince Kanu said the industrial action
was triggered by concems relating to statf
weltare, including outstanding  check-off
dites and sal

The commissioner said that Governor

s -

mitiative
She disclosed that, more than 5,000 Bayelsans had

so far been frained and equipped with varion

vocational and entrepreneurial skills

under the
programme.

According to her, her office had alsc facilitated the
egistration of about 2000 businesses owned by
Tayelsans with the Small and Medium Enterprises
Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN).

"More than 32,000 applications had ben reecived

sf the fourth phase of the empowerment programme.
e growing number of applications reflected the

incraasing interest of Bayelsans in acquiring skills and

establishing sustainable businesses’, shesaid.

ack a5 Apri] 2026, but implementation was
ceayedby scinisatvoproceses.

"And the August salary of those workers
s expectedto drop any time soon,
salary scale for other staif at the
Abia State University have alsa been
dd and will be paid in this month, this
August.
i o

rat
and pn\.!m»ﬂmpp‘ﬁ tions.

The State Warking
Committee also presented
cs of Recognition
the 316 registered pro
groups.

e issues regarding the action by ASUU have
been concluded and resalved’, the
commissionersiate:
e said the development demonstrates
the Ot led administration s commitment o
workers' welfare and constructive
ised b

According to him, th
direciad the. Secistary to the Staie
Govemmentled committee to zesclve the
issues within 48 hours.

Prince Kanu disclosed that oulstanding
checkolt dues had been pud, whie o new

"This development fusther demonstrates
His Excellency's regard For workers welfare.

"The governor's immediaie directive that

the matter be resolved within 45 howss, even

though the necessary apprevals have already
25 .

salary scale and related
Eeen processed for ,..,mm e
August 2026 salary.

He added that the new salary scale for
other categorics of staff of Abia State
University has also been processed and.
wwould be paidin August

Follawing the intervention of e S5G-led
commillee, the issues that led Lo the sirike had.

of the governar's responsivencss to legitimate
workers concerns,

i administration remains comimitted

uctive cngagements with ASUU and

other organized labour unions, while

suring that workers' welfare remains o

priority of the administration’, Prince Kanu

said.

The rep i
weleemed the certiicates,
saying they would make
them feel more recognised
ond strengthen their
relationship with the Labour
Farty

The Labou Abia
State Chapter, said it wc\ul..
continne to work
e paiegr e
stakeholders as it prepares
for the 2027 elections

The pim' ca\l&d on its

e ups
ond other stakebolders o
remain united and focused

« they work o strengthen
m Ty o the grassroots
pport the
developmen of Abia Staie
ahead of the 2027 general
elections,
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A Time For Celebration,
Reflection And Renewal

& Abia State marka 35 years of lis ereation,

the anniversary should be celebrated not

merely as a remembrance of August 27,

1991, but s an important moment to reflect on the

journey of a peaple, assess the present and recommit
tathe future.

Created from the old Tmo State, with Una

capital and Aba as its commercial nerve centre, Abia

uahia asits

emphasis on infrastructure, public servi
reforms, healthcare, education,
transportation, power and economic
development. The government says
hundreds of road projects have
completed er are nearing completion, while
investments have also been directed towards
healthcare personnel and facilitics, schools

was founded ona vision of unity, equity,
develapment. The State's rich heritage predates its
political ereation, drawing strength from the history of
Arochukwu, the enterprise of Aba, the agricultural
communities of its hinterland and the
professional accomplishmerts of its peaple:

n-m, five years later, Abia has tzavelled along and
ult road. From the pioneering efforts
rr-qmnmi © esnmm the Institulions of a new Stale to

he

intellectual and

The significance of these efforts lies net
only in ojects themsclves but in the
broader challenge of rebuilding public
conlidence. Development must be measured
by how effectively gevernmenl improves
everyday life —whether the farmer can move
produce to market, whether the trader can do
business, whether the child can learn.
whether the sick can access quality care and

journey has witnessed s, missed
‘opportunities, challenges and renewed aspirations.
The most enduring lesson of this histary is that
« preatest asset has afway people
The spirit of sy seasine visible in Aba,
where generations of traders, artisans, shoemakers,
garment manufacturers m} fabricalars have built one
of Nigeria's most recognisable indigenous industrial
cultures. “Made in Aba” has become more than a
slogan; it represents creativity, resilience and the
determination tw produce value fram osal talert.
cpreneurial strength mast remain central
‘.lwmxlplu:eul/\bu sdevelopment
AE 35, the State must therefore look beyond

& people can find opp
athome.

Abia's future must also be anchared on
economic productivity. The State cannot rely
salely on public spending It must cantinue to
ereate an environment that attracts private
investment, supports manufacturing,
expands agriculture and strengthens <
and medium-scaleenterprises,

Reliable infrastructure is critical to this

ambition. Roads must connect communities
it

Dr Alex Otti Deserves Commendation
For Paying Abia Pensioners’
2001- 2010 Gratuities

Dear Editor

Newspaper to
Governor of Abia . Alex G

administration's efforts in paying the outstanding gratuities

owcd»«ymmmmmm& 2Hho”

s ollpretach v
recognition. For many years, thes
patienty fo the money ey were eniited to afics spending
several arv gA;wa Shate: Many of therm wens frough
needed them most

Retirement should be 2 pe
peace after yearsaf hard wark
urpersionershad tocortinue srug ause they were
Sl whitn erataics by [etme TDP govesament
Some could ru!va\! m«-;.nwrmmmlm, wehille others
their families o meet other

important ﬁnunnilﬂspuﬂvh\l\nmi

The payment of these utstand g gratitios will i great
reliel to the beneficiaries. For who has warted for
many years, receiving, this money can mean the difference
belween continuing B siruggle and having some finansial
stability.

The money will also nany pensicners seitie importarit
dobts and fsmily rosponsibilites, Some may s o gy

lls, tepair their houscs, Buy food, suppo
chil

medical bill,
children and grandchildren, or invest in small ‘uslsees that

I e t-ue the widely romd Neaiopal Ambossador

‘S

¢ that deserves prblic

m st
Technology must ereate opportunities for a
younger genezation. Public institutions must

and ask

untable.

questions. Have we sufficiently harnessed our human
resources? Have we created the infrastructure reguired
for enterprise to flourish? Are our schools preparing
young people fora changing world? Are our hospitals,
oads and public instilutions meeting the expectations
ofellizens?

These are questions that should guide public policy
beyond anniversary speeches.

The current administreion of Governor Alex Otti
has, within the last three years, placed renewed

[NATIONAL )
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“Uplift the people, project the nation’

GM/Editor-in-Chicf Jomes Nnanna Tke
Editor Chukwuemeka Egejuru
News Editor Okechukw Ubani
HOD, Admin Dept. Nwachuokwu Dandy 0.
Head, Account Dept Promise Obisike

Head, Openations Dept. | hedinachi Okpara
Head, Commercial Dept. Mary Ehumadu

Head, Library Cordelia Okafor

Head, ICT Michael lheadindu
Head, Proof zeading Desk | Fious Jacob N,
Editorial Consultant Chike Fmelike

ICT Consultant Prince Blessing Lazarus.

“There is equally a need to ensure that
development reaches every part of the State,
The Abia project cannot be complete if
progress is concentrated anly in major urban
centres. Rural communities deserve quality
roads, healtheare, education, security and
economicapportunities.

Is6 preserve the values
that inspired its creation faimess and
a shared sense of belonging. Political
differences must never become greater than
the collective mterest of the State, The
prosperity of Aba should complement the
growth of Umuahia and the development of
every community across the 17 Local
Covernment Areas,

The anniversary is therefore both a
celebrationand achallenge.

o has survived difficult periods.
people have remained resilient, ts
entrepreneurial (lame continues (o burn. Its
intellectual and human capital remain
enormous.

The task before this generation is to
convert those stremgths into losting
prosperity.

The next chapter of Abia's story must be
about building a State where government
works, enterprise flourishes and every citiren
has a stake in progress.

Thatis thetrue meaning of 35 years,

Tappy 35th Anniversary, AbiaState

Our history. Our heritage. Our shared
destiny.

ividual beneficiaries,
ot on the oconomy. of Abia

Beyand the Ind payment will also
Bave o positive of State. When
pensioners receive their money, they will spend it on goods and
services rmm. pharmacsts, areans, trnsporters, ndlords
mall Ty can benefit as the meney
oves eoiagi i local ecomoan
the

that

the servicea! pn\'vsrrmemwurxnrsumu\dnm e foratten afice

relirement. People who spen: their produc

Tar hesiale destrye 1 be eated with respect and ATEy.
Government i rot only about building ruads, schools,

lives of the people. A governm embers its pensioners
and takes steps 16 clear legitim. al obligations is also
contributing tathe welfare and dignity of it citizers

I thereforecommend Gavernor Alex Ot for
o this long-standing issue. While there may st
chall th

representsa major stepn the rightdirection

appeal to the Governor tw sustain the effort and ensure that

all verified outstanding pension and gratu igations are
gradually addressed. [ alsa. ml:m.mgelixe ensioners who have

3 et maaiey (3 ope T wisla, eebecialy o Ihcvrhra\l‘v

eeds and ocher areas that will mpreve telr quatity of

rimar u'lhu;u;ulvur(

e, heanoney s ot smply an
amount bel unent It xr,nvcscl\n e of
scmvice, secifed paticnct and Hope, Reciving it af

long waitwill :unly ‘bring happiness and rencied pspr
tomany famili

L A recogmising and appresstng those whoserved
Abia State jsa responsibilily that shoul ryone
el gt ol bk gk ghend

Gfthestate, They deserve loenjoy their retirement with dig;
e again, | commend Governor Alex Ot ,.ml s

adminisraton for this intervention, The payment of the
0 grataites ie 3 welcome development hat il

cw affect the lives of many abia pensioners and ti

e this eifort will continue wellare: of
,w.\..,...‘.\ will remain an fmportant part iy government's

Ifeanyi Ogidi
rites fram Untiakia
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Stakeholders Urge Action
On Humanitarianism

takeholders
have called fora
shift fro
rhetaric to prastical
humanitarian action,
warning against the
commercialisation of
humanitarian service and
urging leaders and
practitioners to uphald
ethics, accountability and.
compassion.

The call was made at
the 16th Annual
Humanitarian Public
Lecture and Induction
Ceremony of the Institute
for Humanitarian Studies
and Sacial Development
(IHSD) in Abuja, held
recently to commemorate
World Humanitarian Day,

The cvent brought
together government
representatives
academnics, diplemats,
humanitarian

titioners
development parmers and
civil sociely organisations
to examine Nigerias
humanitarian challenges
and discuss ways of
strengthening national
resilience.

Former Kaduna State
Governor, Dr Mukhtar
Ramalan Yero, whe
chaired the occasion,
charged IHSD Fellows and
graduates to make their
professional recognition
meaningful by expanding
humanitarian activities at
thegrassraots,

He ealled for stronger
callaburationbetween
IHSD, the National
Emergency

Relations and Diaspora
Affairs highlighted  the
state’s social protection
iniliatives, including the
Ministry of Poverty
Alleviation and Secial
Protection and
partnerships aimed at
protecting vulnerable
groups and empowering
Young peaple

uss
explored the grewing role
of artificial intell

ns also

Economists, Oil Marketers Differ
Over Fuel Subsidy Return

conomists and
stakeholders ln

£
pﬂmkum industry have
d div

regime if elected president in
2027

Atiku argued that his
proposal would focus on
fug: Frel. from

geria's cr
roduction. rather. than
relying on the importation af

President Bola Tiubu

adjustments, debt

ransparenty imvested in

drones and data analytics

in disaster preparedness

and humanitarian

response, as well as the

impact of conflict,
fl

¥ T

The position has drawn
mixed reactions, particularly
1r Presbdest Tols Aluned

food insce
zender-based vialence,
particularly on womes
and girls

The event also
featured the presentation
of Materialism &
Humanitarianism,
authored by Dr Prince
Francis Origa, Registrar
and Chief Exccutive

Olfficer of IHSD.
Reviewing the baok,
Dr Ahmed Saidu EY-Shaa

warned against excessive
materialism and urged
society to measure
prosperity beyond
wealth, placing gre:
value on knowledge,
character, integrity and
positive contributions. to
humanity.

IHSD President and
Chairman of its
Governing Council, Amb.
Adamu Babangida
Torahim, reaffirmed the

policy has improved public

finances

question
Nigerians are receiving op

sufficient benelits from the
avings.

eral Government
has sad about N158 mllion
was saved from the removal
of fuel subsidy between June
d Devernber 2005,
However,
Reberi

The

3

" acgoted

and clectricity subsidics.

n.,-d..y i vised S

Y. e 1 Vihet o
 subsids.

He argued that
] g nimeention
ot for
lerable N.gm.m, and

inud, ¥ coud also
revive the fiscal pressure,
corruption, smuggling an
leakipes associated with
theformer regi

Oyedokun said the real
issue was how government
could cushion the impact of
economic reforms on

Cectricity, heoltheare,
education and largeted
social proteciion
programmes.

He also urged political
‘partics to present Nigerians
with clear and properly
costed energy policies
rather than turn fuel
an clection
campaign slopar,

The spokesman of the

petroleum infrasiructure.
kadike said lhe
rehabilitation of the P

that substantial funds were
subsequently spent on wage

HE Gl b v
from subsidy re:

capacity would reduce

minimise exposure to
fo xchange

et

Nationa
President af th

Teve s ment
opportunities. for the
argued that funds
pm.mmn spent on
Flbxidy could have becn
duployed to infrastruct
development and human
capital investr
Gill v said
restoring, the policy would
mount 1o reversing
reforms aimed at
strengthening Nigeria's
economy and questioned
T bubid pvie s

Tower petral
ko
The differing
positians have again
brought Nigeria's fuel
subsidy policy to_ the
ol ol bl b
i expers sgreciog
iy el

bl
g B

need to protect
from the rising cost of

system of support for
inerable households
and key productive

d refinin,
Nigeria, Thailand Deepen Economic Co-operati

Nigeria and_ Thailand

have taken

strengthen their economic
development

psrmrribvp following the

Sgring of ¢ Memorandors

Agency and State
Emergency Management
Agencies to improve
humanilarian response
and reach vulnerable -
The keynote
presentation focused on
ethical leadership,
inelusivity and
humanitarian values, with
speakers stressing. that
humanitariznism must
influence governance
Educdhcn, social
ction and community
dwn[n-pmcn-
Representing Abia
State Governor, Dr Alex
Otti, the Senior Special
Assistant on International

Tnstitute
promoting dialogue m\d
practical solutions to
Nigeria's humanitarian
challenges.

Ihe Institute said ithas
trained more than 10,000
students across 94 batches
and reached over 13,00
beneficiaries

he stakchulders
agreed
humanitarianism must
move beyond
conferences, titles and
declarations and find
practical expression
governance, institutions,
communities and

on
b Caoperation in
Abuja

The agreement was
igned recently at the
Ministry of Foreign Alfairs
y Nigeria's Minister of
Amb.

Okwa, and Thailand's
Deputy Prime Minister and
Ministr of F

Gpesking ot the
ceremony, Odumegwu-
Ojukwn said Nigeria was

to elevate i
jonshiy with That
1o a strategic partnership
anchored on expanded
trade, investment and

She welcomed the

Thailand-Africa Initiative
and called for claser
collaboration between the

International Co-operation
in skills
dovelopaers. tchaology
sustinable

dLleuvmml
The minister also
commended Lhe Thailand-
Nigeria Suslainable
Agricultural Technology
Development Project and
wrged its cxpansion to
more parts of Nigeria,
slongside incrensed
agricultural
research, technology and

innovation.

umegwu-Ojukwa
said Nigeria was keen on
diversifying bilateral trade
‘beyond erude oil, rice and
agricllural machinery,

calling for increased Thai b

investment and joint
ntures in agro-
processing,

vcr .”mmg ki Bonind 12
Shenoted that Nigerias
arpe marke:, investment

kol sl

economic opporiunities
made the country an
attractive destination for

Tha businesses.

The minister further
proposed the establishment
of 2 Joint or Bi-National

Coamm

mstitutionalise. economic
ogue, monitor bilateral

agreements and fast-track

pending instraments,

Including, agreements on

vestment promotion and

otection, trade, and
enemic, scientific,

technical and cultural
cooperation.
Mgt il o

Community of West

4is romech,

I'h\ungka‘.hﬁnw described
Nigeria as a major African
economy and stressed the
importance of building a
stronger cconomic
selationship between both
countries

pesiaarehipiveani

expand trade and i
greater economic
opportunities for the
pecple of Nigeria and
Thailand,

The new Mol is
expected to provide a

thcir bilatenal relationship
and unlock
investmentopportunitics.
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s Abia State marks its 35th
anniversary on Thursday,
August 27, 2026, attention

some locations. However, through
angagements with market loadors and

saliaholders, efors havs bes
n.a‘ to improve connectivity and make

is focused on the of i
business landscape, particularly
efforts to modernise markets, empower
entrepreneurs, promote Aba-made
products and atfract fresh
investments.
this exclusive inferview, the
Homourable Commissioncr for Trade
d Commerce, Dr. Mrs. Salome

Nkemakolar Obiukwn, speaks with
and

Anoth

o important achiev the

{ sanity, peaceand order in the
t=. The present market leadership is
warking with government o maintoin
discipline and create an enveronment where

EXCSEXCEED Trade, Commerce And The Drive Towards A Modern Economy

should mot arly compete successfully in
local markels bul also gain greateraccess to
African and global markets

What measures are being taken to
attractinvestors and improve the case of
doing business in Al

Governor Alex < made
substantial interventions aimed at creating
anenabling envirenment for investment

Security is one of the mest importan

e ministry s also pursuing policies
and pnrmérihlps Trat el stmgthen

support manufacturers and
expand oppurtunities for entrepreacirs
across Lhe state.

the Editor, Abin
Publishing Corporatian, Den
Chutkwuemeka Egejurs, aripr, on the
gains recorded under the Governor
Alex Chioma Qi adiministration, the

support Small and Medium Lnferprises,
especially in Aba, to grow and create
morejobs?

Yes. Supporing SMEs s o mjor
pricciy because they ave criicl o job

for SMEs and
narufacturers, and plars to position
Abia as a leading hub for trade,
industry and investient.

Ex

ts:

Abia ts 35th anniversary o
Thursday, m.g...-.x 27, 2026, How would
‘you assess the growth and development
of trade and commerce in the state over
the years?
? d commeree b

eentral o theeconomic identity of Abia State,
with Aba serving as a major commercial and

manufscturing hub, Over the yoars, the

ks B b wind vtk
more conducive envisonment for busineiscs
Yoths

major area of intervention is the

remodelling and medernisation of markets,

especlally Ariaria International Markes,

while work is ongeing al Ekeoha Market,
d

were
rate nmm of

r\

e st 3

entrorment for traders and customn
keohs Market, Afs, for nmm, e

ummm i clear

Pl Eiptletiat i yttise

We Mding partnerships with
elevan orgamisstions ‘rd devela

Recently, we were in Abuja 10 engage

®

Years ago
parﬁcul‘nrlu during the
rainy seasom, many
markets were difficult to
access and operate in
because of poor
infrastructure,
congestion and
environmental
challenges.

()

doner agencies and other stakeholders on
possible partnerships that can help
empower SMFEs and their
The goal it to provide the necessary
support that will enable entrepreneurs 1o

expand, become more competiti
create ad T employment
opportunities. We beliove' thess
yield positive results in

Movernent was difficult, while many traders
operated in small and uncamfortabiespaces.
Today, the remodelled sections provide
moce standardised shop spaces, improved
better trading environment.
The transiormation is restoring
- ack b i Sy
ool seiei
iective Is to develop rrm!e:n
S o st
Investoratrom diffrent pactsol Nigerinand
beyand.

faclities and a

In concrete terms, what would you

widely knawn o e producton
of Aba-made g, .
government doing to

fndustries and expand
bkl e

proméle oéal
their access 1o
ots?

initiatives in this
gard s the ledu(l\u\tm of the Aba

ExportGrowth
e ot bt a8 entrepreneurs has
completed its training, with more than 25
perticipating. They have
e processes aimed at preparing
and a good

Ministry of Trade and Commerce under

remberhave emcerifiedss part ey

The ministry has made significant
progress, particulaly in capacity building
ing the general business

s capacty rogrammes to .\g
Teaders o mmpwm understan
odern business operations and take
rging market

There has also been progress in
improving digital transactions in the
markels, [n the past, network challenges
made electronic ransactions difficult in

Export Growth Lab is
,pmn.m\ -lulg‘!kd ok rlp ‘manufacfuces
and entreprensurs improve their producs,
understand export requirements and
position Aba-mase goods for international
markets,

arc alse working with relevant

Prarn

Standards
Otganisation of Nigeria, to expand
certfication opportunuties and ersure that
rs can meet the required

quality and internationalstand ard.
The vision is clear: Aba-made products

il
has strengthened its secarity architecture
Tnvestors and visitors car sow have greater
canlidence in coming, inlo the stale to
conduct legitimate businesses.

Infrastructure s another critical factor
Yeors oo, travelling into and around Abo

hallenge because of poor

d many businesses were
affected,
nificant impravements have
been made to e roads and other
nfasiructur, nl easier
cing m pi kg dbomed
Vih doing s

These improvements in security,

Structrs and governance are helping

| ./ T M ol
» .
e

joner for Trase and Conmerce,
Dr. Mrs. Salonte Nkemakalam Obikscr,

fo wstore investor confdence. Businesses
that prev elocated are beginning k
show renewed interest, while new investars

family_responsibiliies and contribute
meaningfully tothe economy.

There were periods in the past when
workers faced serious ‘h.m.n.g(. arising
from unpaid salaries and other obligations.
The current consistency has mugm relicl
and renewed hope.

Many _workers he
eforma of the present admirisration and
believe that sustained support will enablc
it 1o canslELe the. pregiess

ady made

What

is your message to Governor
Alex =« contimacs his efforts to
repotition Abia f orms and
pment nitiatives
My message to His Excellency s that the
pecple of Abia appreciate the work he is
deing andshouldentinuetosypport .|
im far the bold reforms across
Eboent seters of th it i o dove
creditably, and Abians should suppoct him
tosustain the cngeing strides.
that God will grant him the

butthe foundation being laid
Gur hope is that the roforms
development initiatives will continue o b
it Abia can bsomeone of
the most attractive. places to live, work,
dobusiness in Nigeria
What major programmes should
ers, manufacturers, investors
the public Look forward tein the coming
months:

ramme is the

ational Trade Fair,
being organised by the Ministry in

" of
and

conjunclion with the
Commerce, Indus
Agriculture (ACCTMA)
The trade fals is scheduled to hold.
November 27 to December 6, 7026, at the
Ogbonnaya Omu Polytechaie, Aba
It will provide an iy jatform
for businesses, manuacturers, investors
and entrepreneurs from d
Nigeria and ather countries
nteract and explore op parfunities
re also partnering with foreign
a Chinese firm

Aba Chambe
Mines

mpanies, including

expected 0 participate alongside other
businesses in the areas of tade and
techmology.

Aba-made products will_sccupy
prominent place at the fair,
and

aze also cxploring the
available in Abi
As Abia marks 35 years of statehood,
what is your mes: traders,
Pl

Opportunky to showcase thef products to
national and internetional audiences.
The fais will aio creste opporiu

ofthestate?
My message is thal gavernment is
d to creating and sustaining an
Aronment whiere businesses can thrive
Traders, manufacturers, investors and
entrepreneurs should lake advantage of the
frastructure, securily and
envirenment to expand their
acivities and contribute 10 the economic
gmwma(dm;l.nv
We s all support policies and
Initintves Tk promot produciity. o0
creation and industrial gr
enommous potential, and we must it
collectively ta unlock that potential.
I alo urge the pecple 1o continue
Covemnor Alex Ot and the
ehorms of the. present admini
ihat the progress already being recorded

e achivess, InWa%ey arl et o
sithor g be conference scsions

and i gagerments involving
leaders fram different sectors of the
economy.

The objective i to expose investors to

able in Abia and

tion and investment

tegic because s close
to the Christmas season, when commercia
activities are expected o increase
Busincsses and consumers will have
opportuniis 9 sousce gods, bl
new commercial relati nd explore
m!;\r\‘snl:’ppan.mm!s

ly, the trade fai
g paint for
. exporiers, invesiors and

How has the present
ipacted workers and civil servants?
The sdminitrtion, Ine signicurty
improved workers welfare and restared

o
new doars for collaboratian, investment
and market expansion.

We b that the 2026 Abia
International Trade Fai will be  major

ke o reseive e slarcs and
allowances more re ind predictably
This 1 Important because g ar payment
enables warkers to plan their ives, meet

{othe world and zcmlumr\g Abia's pusition.
a leading trade,

nation far

Concluded
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NYCN Rekindles
Activities In Abia

he Abia State ctivities
The chairman thanked

Monday August 31 - Sunday 6 September 2026

Abia Explains Second Teacher

NATIONAl

Recruitment Process

Stories by Loving Gruwikn

heir
Counell of Nigeria ayens, calls and messages
has resumed full activities Py ‘mf;,f:‘,‘, Lot g

{ollowiag the reslution of
challe
seapled i operaions.

ek et ety
their encouragement as
o h el

sexious platforms where
epresentati ere
exprcted to speak and »
oo intereat of thels
respective local
povernments, orgunisakions.
andconstituencies,

A tusfor highlight of the
meeting was the
Betih o Coiid

i A

"The meing focused an
the council’s

ival, youth
development, Tespunsible
leadership and the way
furward, while formee
leaders were recognised. for
their coneil

ergmisaton

‘Speaking at the mesting,
the Commissioner for Sports
and Youth Development,
Hon. Nwaobilor Ananabs,

their contributions fo its

Those henoured

oo s ey nciuded the i
A past chairman, An

mrssiving tecsupell Enidichone Fonw, Com

Ananaba aleo lauded |
Covemor Alex Chioma O JorTY Oryemachi and other

former leaders.
for e commiemen toyouth. S i
welfors and GEVOPRON recaiving his certificate,
sssuring the council of s, kiiny thanked the
support in advancing s A A hanked
current leadership for
activities
e members to
pealn commid. to the
ideals and responsibiliies
Rentaation sad
acknowledge the
the state government
towards youth development.
is welcome addres:
the Al stale Ehasoman.
ruw...‘ Smilh Syl
el miitacins wih
Tt outearse. of the mestng
and welcomed stokcholders
who converged from
thestate.
He doseribed the NYCN
as a structured ovganisation
itted 1o youth
development and
sustainable progress, noting
management
z serves as the
Sty Db sl
makingpltio

2

contributions and assured
them of his continuest
suppert Whenev
experiense and services
were rea

Alsa speaking, the
Directar of Youth
mpowerment, Mr
Chikezie Chigbo
commended Sylvanus for
his resilience and
commitiment o the revival
of e cancd, premig

forts of

erganisation
finue lomake progees
arly, Mrs. [fcoma
Oglxm.n. applauded the
leadersbip for steering the
throug
Ghallenging porlod and
pressed delight over s
rone

b g

iarding o him, the | _iPemestingended with
e s a pnewed comme

meeting provides ar ket

apportunity For i

reprosentatives to deliberate
on issues affecting the
organization and take
decisions that would guide
itsactivites,

Sylvanus said the
meeting. wes particularly
significant as it coincided
with the period of the
Tnternational Youth Day,

rowth ond Foture of th
council

e
i ranimtion had oeod

lenges and dmiectins
i st s operbons
e ?

Tairman NYCN Abin Stal
Comrade Smith Sylnanus

bia State
overnment

has explained
the ecriteria used in
Seixaitiag he Setend
batch of te
pablic schools, saying e
exercise was guided

transparency.

Speaking during a
press briefing in Unushia
yesterday, the
Commissioner for Bastc

and Secondary Education,
Elder Goodluck Chinedu
Ubochi, said Govern
Alex had_carli
approved the recruftment
of 5000 teachers, with
ly engaged.
sald a further
ment of schools
Ievealed naditional
manpower gaps, leading
the Gavernar 1o approve
the recraitment of anather
4000 eachers.

Unlike the first
exercise, which foeused
‘mainly on applicants with

selectes The
ot 5785 applicants

Commissioner
furthor disclosed that a
revised curriculum,
adapted from the national
eurriculum fo reflect loci

This, he said, explains
why a candidate with a
higher score could b qualified based on th
unzuccessful while peneral benchmark, but
another with a lower score  those not immediately
was selocted in o diffe

engaged wou needs, would take effect

ject area wilh greater  refained in a recruiment  fromSeptember,
manpower nceds. pool to fill future  He said successful
e nated that in some  vacarcics cidstes wore shesdy
technical subjects where  He said the State e to the
fewer applicants Were  would dnuw fom the poul  Secondary Rducation

available then the number
required, all qualified
candidates wereselected

a3 needs arise rather than
large

Maragement Bourd snd
ther relevant education
Swiia br g

conduct anothe:
scale pecruitme

Similarly, more han inhe immedial ahead of deployment.
400 applicants qualified i The ‘Wn he said
Marketing, but only 11 teachers be

teachers were needed
because the subject is not
widely offered in public

begin orienation, n sary
Seplember before
dephoimant foe o rgw

required, while the

schools academic session. goverment works with

The C. state G ) s
stresscd that the  headded, isalso warking accommodati
secruitent was free fom  with (h chers

halenges for those posted
al interference,  Kegistration Council of oulside their immediale
insising that neither e Nigeria to provide  locations
Guyerner nor any  professional training for  He assured the public
il had & teachers, particolarly those iy exercise was
without formal education  designed o Al critical
qualifications, geps in the education
e sald candidates The teachers will have  sector and ensure that
who met the up to bwo years to acquire  qualified teachers were
stendards and fulfilled the  the necessary professional  deployed where they are
nceds of the schoals were  teachingskills, ‘mastnecde

required

educalion @
such as B.Ed and NCE, the
second  recruitment was
spened to graduates and
other qualified applicants
to address shortages in
technical and vocational
subjects

According to him,
Kot 6000 applein
app! about
20000 quaied for oral
jews after 2 40 per
cent benchmark was
adopied for the written
assessment

He explained that the
hench
deliberately kept low to
ensure inclusiveness an
avoid excluding
candidates who might be
needed in specialised
subject areas

The final selection, he
said. was based on the
specific needs submitied
by principals and heads of

inte

h =

“We had to match the
number of qualified
candidates with the actual

Bpmlis of hedikeis
required ch subject
Anschoollevel“hesaid,

He explained that this
resulted in varying eut-of{
marks across subjects,
instance, while
about 360 cand
qualified in Biology, only
260 teachors were
required. Candidates were
therefore ranked

ates

vacancies were filled.

PUBLIC NOTICE: CAVEAT EMPTOR!

DISCLAIMER OF UNAUTHORIZED SALE AND TRESPASS

TAJCE ITICH it of ik chocw SCHBrls Sl i ok sy ot
Nkparo, Aganvuvo and Obuba, measuring approximately 700sqm, 1000sqm,
ot T 1000 reopaihey mel ety g il Tariling el

appurtenances siting on 2000sqm land situate at ftaja Obuohia Olokoro
in Umuahia South LGA of Abia State belong absolutely to:

1) Mrs. Chidinma Ogbonna Ekeledo (Nee Ejikeme)
2) Mrs. Chinasa Edith Ogidi (Nee Efikeme)
3) Mrs. Oluchi Lois Azubuike {Nee Ejikeme)

4) Barr. Edna Chinyere Ejikeme, and
5) Mrs. Okwuchi Juliet Collins (Nee E|

all of the Estate of Late Ejikeme Osoaglnlmu of itaja Obuohia Olokoro in
Umuahia South LGA of Abia Stat

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE thal the atlention of the above Legal beneficial

Ouners has been drawn to the activities of certain land grabbers, trespassers,

and fraudsters who are conspiring to sellransact, lease, let or subdivide the

sald parcols of land including the family houss of Late Ejikemo Osoagbakwu
it the consent, authority, or knawledge of the true owners

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE HEREBY WARNED thal nobody has been
briefed, assigned, or given any Power of Attomey to sell, transact, or deal in
any manner with the aforementioned property. Any documents, receipts, o
agreements executed by anyone other than Mrs. Ghidinma Ogbonna Ekeledo
(e Ekma). Wex. Ginta i Ogkd Olew Bl M. Ohick Lol
@ (Nee Ejikeme), Barr. Edna Chinyere Ejikeme and Mrs. Okwuchi
e G s {Nee Ejikeme) are forged, frauculent, and llegal

ANYONE who negaliates, pays money 1o, o transacts with these fraudsters
does so at hisher OWN SOLE RISK. The true owners will not accept liabillty
for any financial loss, and sirct criminal and ciil actions. will be taken against
any trespasser or ilegal buyer.

DATED this 26th day of Augus!, 2026,

SIGNEI
Innocent C Mpamugoh Esq

NOTARY PUBLIC & Chartered Arbitrators

DiLine, Port Harcourt 08033389595
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ASEPA To Take Aba

Landlord To Court Over
100 Bags Of Sewage

By Okechukwn Uiani

he Abia State
Environmental
Protection Agency

(ASEPA), hassaid it will take
the landlord of a house in
Aba to court after about 100
bags of sewage were found
inthe building.

The sewage was
discovered at 16 Ibadan
Street, Aba, during an
inspection by ASEPA
officials on August 14, 2026,

The Deputy General
Manager of ASEPA in Aba,
Okm_m Ezengwa, disclosed
a statement. e said
m discovery was disturbing
because the building was
Beingused as a hame,

Ezengwa said the
landlord and tenants were
asked 10 report to the agency
and explain what happened,
However, he said they went
into hiding after they were
invited.

He said ASEPA was
making efforts o find them
and bring them before the
court,

According to him,
anyone found responsible
for keeping o dispasing of
the sewage inthe arca would
f'\celegﬂacrmn.

e ASEPA boss also said
the bmldlng had been closed
downbasedona courtorder.

Ezengwa said four
nursing mothers were living
in 0\! hmldmg when ASFPA

thearea

Ezengwa explained that
keeping human waste in
such & manner could cause
serious health problems
and make the environment
unsafe, especially in a
residential area

The ASEPA official also
spoke about the difficulties
faced by the agency's
officers while enforcing
envirenmental laws in Aba,

le said some
monitoring officers had
been threatened and
attacked by people who
were found breaking
environmental lows. Some
of the officers, he added,
had suffered serious
imjuries.

I:zcngwa ume.{ the
PA offi
a <tn\ered the sewags for
g their job despite the
threats and attacks

He said the ageney
would continue to inspect
Aba and ather parts of Abia
State to make sure that
landlards, fenants, business
owners and other residents
follow environmental
rulesHe warned residents
against dumping human

waste or carrying out
activitics that cm]d pe]lu‘t
the environment and put
peaple sheslihatrizk,

zengwa also appealed

lo residents Lo reporl
.l:.ﬂvm&» that could cause
pollution to

o

ved. Their babies
were between two woeks
and four months old

He expressed concern
about the health risk the
situation could create for the
mothers, their babi:
other people living around

ASEPA.

He assured the people
of Abia that the agency
waould continue its efforts
to keep the state clean, safe
and healthy.

=
ol

Okezie Ezengwa.

Monday August 31 - Sunday 6

Homes

xm the gavernor is
building, aver 361 homes
have been rebuilt and
ghven free of charge to
thosewho never had araof,
or a goed Teof, over their
heads." he said

government is currently

constructing 250 housing
units outside the stale

sing Scheme at
Thesikepo Asuten, with the
first phase of 100 units
scheduled for completion
byDoccmbcr

According to him,
anether housing estate was
alsobeing developedalong,
the medical corridor, with
100 housing unils planned

He, however, said the
government was
addressing, the challenge
by expanding the state
pial e oping op

hat to
do. You sex, it is fust the

SE case of someone opening

up his business and saying
his s how much the co3t of

Eno's Housing Investment To
Tackle Rising Accommodation
Cost In Akwa Ibom - Ndueso

that there is no monopoly
in terms of what vou
should have as access to
hasic housing,” he
disclosed

Beyond housing,
Ndueso said the state
government was
implementing broader
economic development
initiatives aimed at
the stale's
economy from erude ol
into other sectots,
particularly tourism and
agriculture,” he tated.

“Th

=

“If that is too
expensive, then of course
the other person that is
selling cheaper wi

mare consumers,” he

further stated,
Dr. Ndueso
maintained that increasing

quit
mumber of investments
that the goverament is
doing la diversify from
crude ol to tourism and

agriculture.
Onthe ety of sl the

investm
e 1

g comprising five thre

1o,
fior medical personnei and

a ensure that housing docs

ot consitute & challenge
to their cifective service

Healso cited the ARISE
Palm Resort, which he said
hae 20 housing unite

bedroom Flats and
hedroom flats, as another
intervention designed to
provide accommad:
and support economic
activities

“The Arise Palm
Resort, for example, has
another 20 units of
housing, three-bedreom
flats, and then 15 two-
bedroom lats.*

The governor's aide
explained that the rising
demand for
accommodation m Uya
was one of the factors
influencing rental costs,
noting that government
could not directly dictate

he availability of housing

would help reduec

pressure on
accommodation in Uyo
and ultimately bring down
rental costs.

He said the
development of
neighbouring local
government areas would
also cantribute to
decongesting Uya by
creating alternative
ocations for

"Loak at the volme of
roads opening up the rural
areas, wel over L300k,
with model schaols and

health centers across the 31
local povernment areas
and they come with
residential apartments for
teachers and health
wworkers.

The goverament is
daing its best in enauting

oo it g spri
has also put structares in
Place to ensure effective
management of its
investments and
properties, including the

efficient management of
the assels of (he
Government.

According 1o him, the
measures are aimed at
ensaring, that government
assets are properly
‘managed, maintained and
deployed for the beneht of
Akwalbom people.

Ndueso refterated that
expanding Uyo,
developing neighbouring
Jocal government arcas
and increasing, housing
supply remained critical to
addressing the pressure on
ccommada
cushioning the impact of
slsing housing eosts in the
statecapital
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congratulatmns

ON THE —
ANNIVERSARY OF

ABIA -
) STATE

—= CEI.EBMTING 35 YEARS OF —

UNITY, PHOGRESS & EXCELLENCE

ON BEHALF OF THE BOAHD
MANAGEMENT AND STAFF 0
ABIA STATE HOMELAND SEWIIITV AGENCY,
1 HEARTILY CONGRATULATE

HIS EXCELLENCY

DR. ALEX CHIOMA OTTI, OFR

EXECUTIVE GOVERNOR, ABIA STATE

ON THE OCCASION OF THE
35TH ANNIVERSARY OF ABIA STATE

@ THISMILESTONE GFFERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT O OUR
JOURNEY, CELEBRATE OUR ACHIEVEMENTS AND RENEW OUR.
COLLECTIVE COMMITMENT TO PEACE, SECURITY, UNITY AND
‘SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT.

ECoNOMIC
GROWTH, IMPROVED SECURITY AND THE WELFARE OF ABIANS.

® ASWIECELEDRATE, WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING
EFFORTS TOWARD A SAFER, MORE PROSPEROUS AND
UNITED ABIA STATE.

@ MAY QUR DEAR STATE CONTINUE TO THRIVE
AND ATTAIN GREATER HEIGHTS.

&,

S [m - HAPPY 35TH ANNIVERSAHY
st | ABIA STATE!

GOD BLESS ABIA STATE!



A
Photo Speaks

80-bed Obingwa ital, buit by the Abia r. Alex Gtti,

The hospital has been renamed in bonour of the late Chima Ubani, an ilustrious son of Obingwe LGA
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Mrs. Otti Calls For Greater Economic Opportunities
For AkweteWomen

By Chibunna Tkeokew

he wife of the Abia
State Gavernor, Mrs.
priscilla Otti, has

called for greater economic
opportunities for women in
East Lacal
overnment Area,
particularly those engaged
in the production and
promotion of the renovwned
Akwete cloth.
Otti made the call
during the 2036 August
Meeting of women in Ukwa

Protection, Mre, Ngw
Vs Ot sad I women of
Ukwa East had played a
critical role in preserving
Akwete 2 for
generations, stressing that
their contribution to the
s cuturl heringe mut
be maiched e

et s dmptove: thele

ecanarmic wellbein
Avcording t her, the

recent visit of the wife of the

il give
serious attention to the
e whose skills have

not merely ceremonial
but provided an opportunity

celebrate and encourage
Akwete women while
drawing attention 1o the
ecanamic potential of the
industry

: closed that the
administration of Governor
Alex Ot had, since 2033,
been warking towards
reviving and medernising
the Akwete industry,
insisting thal cull

it ok sl s
of sustainable

“We want & ensure that
the women whose hands
heritage must

more,
homes grow stronger,
children have mare
oppertunities.and Ukwa East
prospers,” shesaid.

Mrs. Otti said the
administration's women
empowerment agenda was
anchored on the theme,
“Women
Empowered

lemporary assislance 1o
sustainable economic
appertunities.

e said her office,

through the Safe Tent Cane
Tnitiative, had ied
suppart wemen with skills
acquisition, start-up
assistance and other
opportunilies designed to
help them build sustainable
livel hoads

i
-
k

highlighted gavernn
supperl for roral farmers
t

enomic
Empowectent Programme
That s the Abia we are
building,” shesaid
She also urged the
women 1o remain actively
involved in the political

evelopment of the state and

encouraged eligible voters 1o
participate in future
rions,

Also speaking, the wife of
the Mayor of Uiwe Eest
Local G

Favour Cribumna

commended the Otti
administration for ere
appartunities for women
acrossthestate.

She said women in Abia
re increasingly making
.wmm contributions 1o

By Weanyichukwn Faith

he Abia

Universal

Education Boar
(ASUBEB) has started the
open bidding process for the
2024 and 2025 Universal
Basic Education (UBE
Intervention Projects across
the state.

The exercise is aimed at
making sure the process i
fair, transpareni and
properly managed, while
ensuring that Abia children

et better classrooms,
learing aterine e ot
educational fac

Speaking during the
spemung of the bids, the

Executive Chairman of
ASUBEB, Amb. Ecihe Lydi
Qnuoha, said the exercise

portant step
towands improving basic
education and providing
children with safe and better
ces tolarn.
She explained that
UBE Intervention Grant
meant to help states meet
important needs in basic
education, She said the
projects would include
building and renovating
dlssmocms, providing desks

State
Basic

and other school fumniture,
‘.‘x.vm.m, teaching
materials, ICT equipment

nesded to

Mbs. Priscille Ot

governance, education,
healthcare, agriculture,
entrepreneurship and public
service. Akara described
women as the backbone of
the cconomy and sacicty,
seing thefsrtien 1 Ukica

were contributing to
fond y through
farming, sustalning local
‘markets through trading and

(nw:u\m Dr Alex Ot
which foc scho
facis, m p‘oved teashing,
the use
ntability
Mg e
praised Governor
onr m Ius support for
education, especially for
‘providing the state's required.
<ounterpart funding. She
said this has helped Abia
access and use the UBE funds
for important projects in
scheols
The ASUBEE Chief also
thanked the Universal Basic
Education C
(UBEC) for ifs continued

Z

nology,
betler

aceal and

zuppe and partnership with
ate in_ developing

et stopaon
According to her, the

projects will cover all 17 Local
Government Arcas of Abia
State. They will include the
<onsiruction and renovation
of elassrooms, provision ef
desks and other furniture,
textbooks, leaching
AR MCT fi s ]
athers.

Toe. ASUBRE. chairman
described the projects as an
investment in fhe fulure of
Abia children, teachers and

and 2
imprave leaming,
Orucha said the

projects are part of the
development

plans of the Abia State

people that the Board would
the projects meet
therequired standards.
“Abiadeserves quality
Pprojects that are completed

ensure that the

serving their communities as
ducators, healthcare
crs, entreprencurs,
entisansand public servants

She
empawerment
respensibility

chiléren and encourage girls
to pursue education,

ASUBEB Starts Biddin

on time and according o the
approved standards. We will
Aot 1o r stondards
because every classroom,
desk and learning material
provided is an investment in
the futare of our childnen”
shesaid

e also assured
contractors that the bidding

process would follow the
relevant government
procureaent laws and

contractors
assessed based on their
ability, experience, capacity,
honesty and ability 1o

innavation and leadership.
Akara urged the women
t0 make the August Meeting

opportanity to ronew their
commitment to stronger
families, women's
empawerment and the
development of Ukwa Tast
and AbiaState,

he keynote speaker,
s, Matilda Anyamele, said
the theme of the conference
was timely and relevant to
the realities confronting
womeninthestal

Anyame id
empowerment should go
beyend providing assistance.
siressing that it must involve

le sa

s

“EmpHeieati
therefors not a luxury: it is &
necessity. An empowered
woman is confldent,
productive, sell-reliant._and
‘making informed

decisions,” she sald
Anyamele commended
Mis. Priscilla Ot for her

commitment fo the welfare

and ement of women,

childrestoand fvsineritis
ROUPS acrass AblaStal

Meanwhile,

.

Ukowa Ea
large numbers to parlicipate

reating OppOTIUNIES, ;b Aypust Meeting.

‘capacity, restoring e —
ity and eubling WOTEn 1, e advintage of the
their families and pooviany h,

communities
he celebrated the

the statc

governnent, describing

inisive 2 partofelforts o
mpro

fivelihoods

but noted that many sell
faced challenges  including
overty, limited access 1o
nee, inadeguate
educalional opportunitis,
unemployment, gender-

Otk s e slection bid 1
2.

For 2024 - 2025
UBE Projects In Abia

successful contractors loobey
all the terms and conditions
aftheircantracts

Lady Umoette called on
contmactors to do their work

not
main beneficiaries of the
prajects are children and

ChuksUduma praised
ASUBFB for conducting the
bidding process operly and
fairly

He commended the
executive chairman and
mermbers of the board for
following due process and
said contractors were ready
towork with the government
to deliver quality projects
that would benelit

lso warned
contractors Apainst using
r-quality materials o
carrying out sub-standard
rk She said every child in
Abia deserves a good
education and a safe
environmentfor learing

Amb. Onucha urged
contractors to be professional
and_responsible throughout
the bidding and construstion
process. She said ASUBER
weuld continue to
ek oy s
quality werk in its effarts to
busild a better busic education
systemin Abia
Farlier, the Executive
Secretary of UBEC, Dr. Aisha
S erpriaiiied by e
‘o-ordinator, Lady
L.mm Uengote, prebost
Covemor Alex Ofi for his
edforts to improve cducation
in the state.
sheieinidh st
a participants that
the bidding. protess must
follow the approved rules
and procedurcs, She urged

x

T

1 the
NigerianSociety of Fgineers
(NSE), Umuahia Branch,

Engr. Prof. Nelson Omula.
thanked A

forinviting €

ne of the maj
highlights of the event was
the oficia operim of the bid

This marked e beginmning of

carrying outthe projects.
< attended
by the Full-Time Baard
Member 1, Dr Onycbuchi

cehule: Board Member
II, Deaconess Nuachi

The ev

process and to
e projects meet the requsired
iy
Prof. Omuka uvgzd
u)nlrnLtu' dli

w wo; Board
\tsm\ler 0 Hon. Harrieon
On £ the
i p(, Civil Saciety

Organisations, Nigerian
Society of Engineers,
contractors and other
stakeholders.

The excrcise further
showed ASUBEB's

projects to work
relevant_professionat

and
regulatory bedics and ensure
e projects are carried

out according to approved
standards and specifications
In his vote of thanks

funds meant for basic
education are properly used

opportanities for children
across Abia State,
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Eno Cautions
A' Ibom Leaders
Against Divisive
Statements

From Lavina Erole, Uyo

Abia LP, Labour Unions Strengthen
Relatlonshlp Ahead of 2027

Governor Umo Eno of

cord amang the
people.

The governor, who
thewarning at the Victor Attak
International Alrport, Uyo,

from Mirabel,
Quebec, Canada, where he hac
one for the pre-delivery
nspection of he latest aireraft
acquired by [bom Air, noted
that division if allowed 1o
thrive could undermine the
collective progressof the state.

Diemicsing claims of
disunity in the slate by some
siishniders the goiomor
maintained hi

were treated
e vasonly
ract his

government and portzay Akwa
Ibomasa divided stote,
stated that his

cabinel, stressing dhal key
government officials,
including the Deputy
Governor and Chiet Delivery
Advisor, came from ditferent
senatorial districts and parts of
the state,

“I denit think | have ever
defined snybody by where
they come from. So, 1 ask

By Faith imperne sl e con 14 s sy e T
JSVEROH Veraehabin. Tt The sk el el b wpport
e ABTa Siete e By, e heamealong The labour eaders urthier

Tabour unians should remain  The labour leaders also  commended Governor QUi for
tive volve i

cantrTbuie s the develapment

ofthepart

Lof Abia State
and Ihe success of lhe
Labour Party.

neeting also focused The meeting was
<

n how to fmprave the

ngrse rolationghip etween (he 5 5 attended by the N
(NLC), Trade Unlon Labour Party and organised i ther residents of the Chuian in Abia Sti,
Consrets (TUC) and other labour. Bath : sudu agreed to_ They also discussed some et Comrade Okoro
Iabour anions ahesd of the  conlinue meeting nd prcipes of the Iniomational I s rernarks the Labour Oglonrieye and he NLC
2027 general elections. . Y Labour Organisation (L0} on Party chairman comparcd the Ay, Comrade
More than 100 labour y e fore Chakawary Naoh
Contemes Otmcas it s Alen et e S0

leaders and representatives
i

led the meeting, which  cooperation ahead of tae 2027 some uf the pulicies of the Abia with developments under the
was 2 follow-up to the caler  gictore. State Government are in Jine present istration. He
22 208 airmanof the  withthe mentioned the regular
Labour Party, Hon. Peter The unions also presented payment of salari
A, b o some demons and e ey improvem public

Ieaders for iend wanied 0 el and transportation, road
et il e e ot pay o e Tha Laboss cantiiaction snd mprosealives of nier

et ihe parsy o received the conceme  rehadilitation, education and  fabour unians.

Eohinne o e i gots._poskivay, widle both. sdes’ obi

those things. There is nothing

ik division anywhere.

just want te distract
i

c, thecefore, callsl on the
people’ 1o diaregard
capable of stiming «
political sentiments, urging
them o remain n

commitied Lo the collective

a
the predotivery inspe
Tbom Airs llest Airous A22-
300, Governor Tno sald the
Tatest acquisition brings th
mumberof arcraft procur
the adminieuation o five
adding it work was also
progressing on an aviatien
4w provide
accommodation for airline

e sai the full operation of
these facilities would cxpand
the conomic benefits of the
aviation sector beyond air
transportation, particulacly
hrough employment
opportunities and increased

Gross-section of Labour Party members, NLC and TUG leaders during a meeting to discuss and strengthen
their relationship ahead of the 2027 elections.

Good Roads, Critical To Women Economic Development - Mrs. Otti

5 v Supported by the right  transport oparators, wchools,
By Chibunna Ikeokion ¥ iz

technalogy, agriculture and
infrastructure and econamic

Financial management,

ctasies. Th
governor's wife said_the
reconstruction of Port
Harcourt Road, Ohanky
P foedand

he wife of the
Abia State
Governor, Mrs.
Priscilla Otf, has identified
zood fasteaciare, b
ety sahroat Sdministration of Gosernor
acritical factor increating an Alex Ot had begun 1o
‘nabling environment for state“Empowerment it not change the narrative,
Vhrive orly dbost pivig o womn  deserfng the pojeia o1 2 e right skills,

ort I

Ruad, Crystal
other

economically. It 3 aboul creating e to) dignity, knowledge and commurlier aito prosper
M. Ot tatod bl whilefs conditions by which hes ial Y
addressing women at the  effort can yield results” she  For our wo Yo bulding stronger famlies development of
200¢ August Meeting in Aba  52id- matters very much. and communities :
South wh Mrs. Otti said the roads cut he described Abia of Aba South Local
women s <entral orgoing seconstucion of business and give our women as women of Cousrnment Area Ms
economie transio major raads acros the state  women the strength, enterprise and  Anyanwu
formed part of the lhrive” shesaid impact, noting that they  commended Pk ot
government's broader  She also highlighied were making contributions
Sconomic empowsrment interventions by her office i irders,
stratcgy, roting that poor are
Affairs, Dr. Maureen madinfstuctirehad, ove o the lesders- A thriving woman  prespecs of woren n
Aghka, e noied et fhe years, undermined  Aiaoma Women Economic 1 ot merly surviving;the St
women weze g vlue  bosinene and inceensed  Empowerment Programmme i lesdimg providing on He called on women to
across vario: rs, transporialioncasts. whic she said provides  empoweringher iy, her
Thhading: dearher and el molled St Pot- gt und oher b o D35 and he
faion. made, aprculure,  Harcourt Road in Abs had supporto v community sh sic.
rship and for ducads ¥ M. Arganna sresied
anaf but siessed  ©F neglect, with its M, Olli urged women the impors i

kil n of the
e e L B o s oo e ey B nitiatives of

ter resull affecting businesse

R Riletle SihetiIes, i Teas vt %6 isiners: thepovermantat
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Oyedepo Reacts To Sheikh
Jingiri's Comment On Nigeria
Being A Muslim Country

By Okechkwn Ubani

ishop David Oyedepo, founder and
President of Living Faith Church
Worldwide, popularly known as Winners'
Chapel, has reacted strongly to a recent comment
by Islamic clerie, shemn SaniYahayaingir, that
Nigeria isa Muslimeo
Sheikh Jingir rcpor( dly made Lhe comment a1 a
political event in Kano State while prh_lu.ﬂg
suppart for the All Progressives Congress (APC)
M Vi predinial Wk i o G

"The serc oo reportedly said that Muslims are
more in number than Christians in Nigeria The
statement sparked reactions across country, with
many Nigerians, including seme Mislims,
expressing concern over what they d
divisivecomment,

peaking during a_sermon at the recently
concluded Youth Alive Convention 2026, Oyedepa
challenged the claim that Nigeria is 2 Muslim.

He'asked those wha hald such a view 1o look at
the large number of Christans worshi in
churches acrass Lhe country.

Oyedepo mentioned major Christian ministries,
including Redemption Camp, Salvation Ministries
and Dunamis International Gospel Centre, as
examples of places where large numbers of
Christians gather for wo

“Watch Redemption Camp, Sabvaton Miristres,
Dunamis and giher ministries in Nigeria. And
someone will stand and say Nwwnﬂ is an Islamic

2 Is he mad? Yes, he must be mad,” Oyedepo

il
The bishop's comment has added to the ongoing
debate over religion and national unity in Nigeria
Many \xgmmbc eve that the country belongs Lo
everyome, regerdless of their religion, ethaicity or
background
Oyedepe also spuke about the fature of Nigeria,
saying lherewould be what he described as * strange
country within the next 12

JJPPLUIIE, in

Now, watch,there shal be strange happenings
Detween now and the next twelve months in
Nigeria,” headded,

His comments have continued to attract
altention, with many: Nigerians calling on religious
and political leaders to be careful with their
statements and avoid words that could create
religious tension or divide the country.

3
Wife: of the Abia State Governor, Mrs. Priscilla Ott, sixth from the left, with other distinguished guests
at the 41st National Conference of the Federation of Muslim Women's Associations in Nigeria

ia State

(FOMWAN), held recently

in Umuahia, Al

Senator Tinubu, Mrs. Otti, Charge Muslim
Women to Build Peaceful Famlhes Stronger

By Chibunna ikeokwu

he PantLady of Nigese
Senator Oluremi
Tiube, has charged

Muslim women acrosa ih

Eommanities and 4 bétter
Nigeria.

Senator Tinubu
<harge at the 4ist National
‘Conference of the Federaticn of
Mustim Womer's Associations
in Nigeria (OMWAN), hld in

s oy WS
e Vige residon, i Nora

stima, the First Lady urg
g g R
through Tove, compassion and
mutual support

Idren,
streasing that chil dren remained
hefuture ofscciety
According to her, the
onference provided an
opportunity for parficipants o
exchange ideas, leam (rom one
another and strengthen the
bonds nf urity among Muslim
st

Iso speaking at the
confentoce, he wife of the Abia

State Govemor, Mas. Priscilla
Otti, emphasized her
commitment 1o the inclusion
and empowerment of Muslim
women inthestats
Mrs. Outi said religion
sheuld never const
to opportunitics, development
and participation in public
programmes.
She described Muslim
oans part

nily, stressing; tha
ber suppors for sherm had pever
been conditional on religious.
atfliation

“The Abia First Lady said she
Bad_consistently sought to
involve Muslim women in key
gavernment and empovereat
initiaives because "no woman
should be left_behind simply
bevauseof faith.
Mrs. Otti said the State
Woman Leader
Haiadzizatfinno,<ould ety o

Ber commitment to
inclusiveness and suppont for

vice i about peaple

3
building an inclusive saciety
where warmen o

A all faiths could
d

Commumtles

Wemen Kesponding to

Challenges” Dr. Hamoa seid

the theme was timely and
the.

and empowerment

programmes.
In her rema: alst

National Amirah of FOMWAN,
Dr. Sumaye Fodimatu Homss,
oxpeed grlitue o Almighly
Allah omed members

HajiaLateefatMadupeCkunnu,
s, ditnuihed s
scholar, development
ATV RRLH.  mavREn R
Tepresentatives and membors of
theassoesation o the conference
Dr. Hamza commended the
Abia State Government, under
the leadership of Goverrior Alex
O, for its hospitality and
support in hastin
conference
Shealsa praised the nationa]

I

ity semed

s

ing har dhey

Yoot et belee hat pubiic
be centred on

people ratser thanslu gars.

for ther effors in cnsuring the
suceessof the cv

Syeakingon be e e
conferenc esilience
wnd Responsibiliy i

Obuohia Obi-Ibere Women Hold August Meeting, Unveil Project

By Okercke Kate and otherstakehulders,

the Women's Win .t

Bevelopment’ Union,
s uu.bu‘?m

w
Onuigho, sai

Dame Princess adminc:
et e st Fammhr\)' e
of and

the installation of agro-

forces and vigilante groups,

Gorerale U Eer

the w.gkn§ Nationai | ruighoalso commended
L enis of . Wormen's T

coumgnky.
recorded during

colacive_ cappert

Bt it 'riabl oy el

Constituency, lion
Onulghe, dérgs mmmum

T
empower and clevate the  She disclosed that the

E

ild, healthere:

Ieserves and an increase m ils
ez b

hile expressing

4

ADEIE Sectiticeas Onaiske

stressad that community

developmen ]

She said the achievements  youth and ¢ ducational
hor snare development through
Tvene. made posible (hrough

AT
- f dilspidate
5 ».-."2’, i

TE iy e
further m;m,‘;, ol o

ng to her, the suscessful fedstriion of the
schiemety ot e e unlon at both the ‘local

bvlh‘\b]:/ suvbunmlm:b:l, = milestone thal
and stzengtacned the 4

cas she

projects iden
volving TRATRGr A 8 schie cats um.«kd

feaders, svomen sclar pupels road grading,  pesce and cosfcs revation,
A “Gutide the communily,  emosior conteol iitaitoes Al sl hont i cerunty 1aek

i goodwill H\ing\:

the me owmater

Thwuano/Umuahia. Federsl
e

across Abia Gt

u
5 Bepwil message
detvare o s ekt by
Mayor of Iiwuano Eocal

enge:
She noted that faith was
not merely o personal
clion but a force
coyable o Shagiis it
srengthuning 1 s
nd inspiring responsible
Teponees o e aifocing
families, communities and
the nation.
According o her, every
challenge presents an
SPpeitinity Tor »

eontributions of generations
of Muslim 1women who, she
dedicated

women to emain com
to the values of justice,
moderation and service to
humanity, particularly in an
era characterised by

nisinfarmation, ethical
dilemmas and growing
societal tensions.

Dr. Homra added that
Islamic faith provided

Onuigbo also pr
Dame Priveess Crutgbs for
s el
commiion o the
el {he
Community wver the pact
:ld& i G

mmended Governor

o qu. WhR T deseribed oy
structu

lanslormation. (aking Plsce

@_the women of

Obuchis OBINerE had
demonstrated. that amnual

Bt aleo in leadaxehip,

ciizerghip and community
devel:\ ymen.

et beosghh

'orcﬂm Musim women

Nigeris 0

o commpoy

chalenges, seengshen fhir

ettt )

O conteiotng 1o pationsl
Sevelopment.
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The Dire Need To Have An Updated “Information Guide” For Abia State

lale was crested via 3
Ammmy Edict, on 27th August
1991, by the Gosernment of
General Ibrahim B. Babangida. 1t was
carved out from. the old Imo State, Within
August 2026, she would be celebrating her
u.myf.nusmmm.m.xm
 the regime of the then Executive
Governor of Abia tat, Mis xcallency, Dr.
o Kalu, MON, the_Information
cpartment, Ministry of Information,
ulue, Sports and Tourtm. s coursous
< prin the envibic

2 bl Toue 44 an«mum
potentialsic.in AbiaStat

To be very candid, that pamphlet
informed, all and sundry, the origin of the
LABIA, i Geopraphien eatures
and Minerals deposits, in the approved.
seventeen Local Governments Areas. The
major sprawling towns in these Local
Government Areas were carefully indicated,
with their corresponding, unique cultaral
features, at a glance, in the three approved.
political zones. Fer, vital information,
enbances rapid Fonomic developmentin an

acrotym

Withou! controversy, Ighos are noted for
their travelling ventures, cultural dances,
preservation of their antiquities and most
recently, the erection of cozy Intermational
Todging accommodations, wilh their
carresponding cuisin

I the past thre years, AmaState,
has been lifted to greater heights in virtually
2ll ramifications. have enhanced,
more and more, tourists centers in the State,

expected to run through the length and

tothe chagrin of other adjourning States. To

our persistent electrical biackouts has come
with 1

breadth of Abia State. Yes,
Abia State University, Uturu, the classical
Abia State Secretariat after demolishing the
old dilapidated mushroom Secretariats, the
anticipated Sea Porl at OF

eahancement of the Three Arm
Military in Ohafia, Owerrinta and U

nee deadly historical Omeatiko Bridge Y000 it s e Aseans
s Aban K)M‘bwswm_“dwwf Lest [ forget, our widely adverissed August
tailored lowards

S Toternfanal Alspoet a Noslo i Tl Women Mgl i

Nawa North, the Nremna O s 1 rmins our comthyinities f af facets

Building, Umuahia, which you can equale et
t made in Ilis creative act, was Light. |Tence,

wilh Hamburg Airport Buliding, Germany, 29 0 11 S

ncuding the fomy () Eleciric Bases e well pronounced desire t imprave on
.

crown it all the slate is among he first five
States. that abhor hoadlums, miscreants,
kdnapperset

Itis therefore, very essential, to update
and inundate the happenings in our New
Al

the
doing these, we ean humbly locate the

The major
sprawling towns in
these Local

Government Areas
were carefully
indicated, with their
corresponding unique
cultural features, at a
glance, in the three
approved political
zones.

il ey vkl e pnnu‘t(

courtesy of Lngr. Barth Nnaji, When once

there is consislenl clectricily light, rapid
e the

economie devel srder

prment beco
afthe day inthe land
‘We should, at this stage, recall the total
tramsformation of State Hospitals, starting
from Ukwa to Aba, Umuahia to Tsulkwuato
1o Arochukwu, s it the Primary schos
where our children are taught how 1o
develop their skills, in the Smart Schoals
is because, His Excellency, Br. Alex
Chioma Ott, had since realized,
pusits the following professions
would be very irmelevant in the near future,
due to Al factors. These are Library Science,
International Re Anthropology,
Soclology, Linguistics, Public
Administration, Religious Study,
Philosaphy and Politi
t is now very apparent and vital that
the over 30yt ald “Information Guide”
chould be updated for, many of the old
prestigious hotels, industries, dilapidated
roads in the Pamphlet aze no mre. Now,
‘more trodern prestigious ones have risenin
New Abia.
e

Serlprae

Unnuahiy
Elder Okay Ugwa [P
08037422018

Abia At 35: Voices Of Abians On 35 Years Of Governance And Development

By Chinedu Ketechi

s Abia_State
marks 35 years
of ils ereation, Kl 1
the anniversary offers an
opportunity to reflect on
the journey of God's Own
State, the impact of
suceessive administrations

nd the capectations of its . Liition and visible _for Dr Dovid lkpw OF,  judged by its impact on e
BOOBlE o ies due | PPONEIS. Theodore O PrincpalofShekirahVodel  dally e
b consolidated existing Academy a,  “What ondinary people

to the classroom, markets
ard strects, Abians have

could directly assess their
elected leaders.”
said
administrations of Ori Uzor
dore Orji and
Okezie lkpeazu left
differentlegacics.
“Kalu's administration
was associated with

structures while pursuing
his own programmes

“We must ask whether
profects

commerce, but educated

and skilled people create

businesses and sustain

economicgrowth,” hesaid
“WE

the

them

overnanmt hat but
has leftaffice
“HUMAN CAPITALIS
THE FOUNDATION" —
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

For market woman, Mrs
Joy Chimezie, governanceis

development should
measured only by rozds and

want is simple: good roads,
security, electricity, water

througheveryday realities.
“We know wh
road s bad and when it is
good. We know when fuel is
expensive and when
transport fares are high.”

He
reduce vehicle re
irmprave business

“If the roads are good, it
everybody
wvehicles last Torger and we
canmake moremoney.”

He appealed for greater
attention to informal-sector

purpose of governance s to
the  imprave hamanli

He urged Abians to
appreciate Lhe
achievements of previous
governments while

good roads
pairs and

remaining honest about

Qur

must sk what kind of state
we are leaving for our

experienced different T LTG0 d buildings but by the quality  and an envizonment where children.
governments, polieles. o\ idruble emphasis on  ofhuman copital we can sell our goods and “We are part of the THEROAD AHEAD
challenges. To capture the /D% especially roads and  Governments come and - make profit <conomy. We need security The veices sampled tel]
o Nationa) industral development, go, but human capital She acknowledged  and a system where we can  a common story: Abians are
Mbassador samplod  thoush citks argued that  remains. If you educale @ improvements in road  york without unnccessary  proud of how far ther state
opicions on the staws dcvelopment did not child today, you are infrasiructure but urged  harasnent” come but remain
meyandtheroadshead,  A1W3YS Mak the needs of  investing in Abia for the n to the cost A'S STORY IS conscious of the work
Joumey sl diciendshestl,  hewaier nextier d0years.” sandsmall.  ABOUT ITS PEOPLE® —  ahead
A D NCE A On the present He said suceessive ctra ) CLERGYMAN Thirty-five yearsafterits
D OLITICAL ANALYST  administration, he govemmenis had invested "We thank God for Fastor Chinedu Mark  creation, the challenge is (o
Political aralyst, Manzi ~9e5eTibed Gavernar Dr Alex t warned  ringing Abia (his for, bt said Abia's history should  transform Abia's ruman,
Saadosic Christian Chioma Otti, OFR, as a changing  wesiill haveworktodo. We  notbereducedtoarecordof  commercial and
Ugachikos, 55, s i significant shift in . wanl an Abia where our povernors. entreprencurial potential
¢ approach “Education cannot be children will oot have to s the history of a intolasting prosperity.

“The emphasis i on

treated as a political project  leave the state before they

pccpu, their hopes,

That, perhaps,is thetrue

Ve den opm

he said

sustainability

reform, fiscal discipline and
efforts 1o comvert
potential into

e added that the real
test of governance was

“WE MEASURE
GOVERNMENT FROM
THE ROAD" —

public-sector S
fouryears.”

DrOip semmended
initiatives such as

He

Abia's

one Cohorts, the Lsndw;lup TRICYCLE OPERATOR
Academy programme and Commercial lricycle  yeilhein
other copacity-building  ¢Perator, Mr Chidi g

Nnajiofor, said ordinary

interventions.

"Roads ¢ workers assess government

support

resilience.”

said every
administration should be
judged w ils impact on the

ot 3
schools and mar]
important, bt the wltimate

s, sacefices  meaning of Abia at 35 - a
state shaped by its past,
changing in the present and
Jacking towards a futurs
hat depends on purposeful
epeople. leadership and the
collective commitment of its
people.

haspitals,
Kets are
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Creative Writers Hangout

Dear Step-mother (11)

few days later, Uchesat
side the luxurious

ffice of Rangers
exceutives overlooking the
training | paueds. Biln shd
gently across the gi:
windows while lrgal o
rested neatly acrass the

“Youready?” heasked quietly

Mr. Godwin smiled faintly.
“Cood. That means your heart is
still working.”

Inside the house, Sandra lay
G i

Codwin's expression changed
slightly, “Tryit,” hesaid quietly

Theroom fellsilent,

The PHE teacher adjusted
his glasses slowly before
continuing, “You allowed an
underage girl roam the streets
hawking instead of sending her

Graeme Sinclair sat nearby
alongside chub. directors and
agents
The new contract offered
huge wages, senior squa
promotian, bonuses, and long-
term development guarantees.
Before he signed, “There's
something | want.” Uhe said
‘The room fell silent.
“Whatisif?" Sinclairasked.
Uche spoke quietly, “I want
my mother brought to
Scotland.” He paused briefly,

through her
ey

A damp cloth rested acr

her forehend whileswoatsoaked

lightly into the faded bed sheet
beneath her. Her body felt heavy
and exhausted after days of
sickness. For the first time in
months, she had not gone out
hawking plantain chips.

The room smelled faintly of

hol i heat

I you push
me to the wall 1 will call the
National Agency for the
Prohibition of Trafficking in

Sandra's father froze

finally collapsed inside her
chest.
Uche held her tightly
N s gyl e
several so

They simply held o exch
other while the room waiched
silently.

Then Sandra turned
suddenly toward Uche's
mather. Something deep inside
her broke completely. She

braced the older woman
desperately, clinging to her

k

ly. Even Chioma,
now standing near the doorway,
looked visibly shaken. Mr.
Godwin leaned forward calmly,
“So let us avoid threats and

dults.”

Suddenly, foctsteps
approached. Her step-mother,
Chioma, entered crying »

The men exchanged curious
glances

Uche's expression remained
calm but determined, “They
suffered while | was fighting for
this dream,” e said soitly. I
can't leave them there

"The men wasted no time in
accopting Uche's request

Uche signed carefully. His
hands trembled slightly. When
the final document was
completed, one dircctor smiled
warmly, “Welcome officially to
Rangers Football Club.”

Outsidle the office windows,
cold Scottish rain continued

falling aver the training grounds

where everything had begun for
him months earlier.

But now - Uche was mo
longer merely surviving in
Scotland. Hewas building a nevs
life

The afternoon heat hung

wily over the compound as a
beautiful sky-blue jeep rolled
slowly into the narrow dust
street. Children playing football
barefaot along the roadside
immediately stopped to stare
Neighbors peeped through half-
open windows.

Even nearby traders paused
briefly beneath umbrellas and
Kiosks to watch the expensive
vehicle glide carefully past
pothales and muddy gutters
before stopping in front of
Sandra's house.

The compound looked
exactly as Uche remembered
from manths ago. Uche stared
silently through the window.
His hands ested nervously on
his kn

Beside him sat his mother,
Nigoizi Obi, dressed elegantly in
a deep blue wrapper with a
maiching headscar, there was
peace i her face Uche had not
seen in years. Yet her eyes
carried concern as she studied
the compound,

In the front passenger seat
sat Me. Godwin their Physical
and Health Edusation teacher at
Wellington Junior High School

Sandra ooked up weakly in
i The e s
miling Actually sl

daughter,” Chioma
teid conmally scbly, v e
youfeelingne

Sandes blinked sdowly. The
sudden affection felt unnatural
Almost rightening.

sat beside her and
touched her farehead gently ina.
way she mever had before.
“There are visitors in the sitting
room," she continued ct
“Important peaple.”

Sandra frawned weakly,
“Wha?"

“1 dan't know them w
hioma_replied quickly.
listen o me.
voice
immediately.

Do not follow strangers
anywhere.

Sandra stared at her step-
mother in disbelief.

This was the same woman
who barely showed her
kindness for years; the same
woman whe insulted her daily.
Now suddenly she sounded

ell,”
“But

lowered

protestive. “Semething is
wrong”,she told herself.
Meamwhile, tension filled

the sitting Toom outside,
Sandra’s father paced angrily
across the room while Uche, his

Spptie hik i 1 ot
chairs xmmm aslowly rotating
ceiling fan

1 dnnt understand this
nonsense, man_snapped
Diverly, You sannot just come
here and carry my daughter
away like property*

Mr. Gadhwin remained calm,
“Nabody said she s propert
“Then why are you here?”

Uche stayed silent, his jaw
tight with emotion as he laoked
around the familiar house where
Sandra had suffered for so long,

seemed trapped inside
thebuildingtself.

Sandra’s father peinted
aggressively toward the door, “1

¢ should send all of you out right

That was when Mr

At that exact moment,
Sandra appeared weakly near
thecorridorentrance.

The room went silent again
She wore a faded yellow gown,
and fever still lingered visibly in
her tired eyes. Her hair looked

rough from sickness, and she
leaned lightly against the wall
forsupport.

Atfirst, she recognized only
Mr. Godwin.

“Unele Codwin'”, her voice
sounded weak but surprised.
She embraced him and sal
beside him Then her eyes
chifted toward Uche. The young
man seated at the other side of
Mr. Godwin looked familiar, yet
different, much bigger naw,
broader shoulders and sharper
jaw line.

His skin glowed healthier,
and his neatly trimmed haircut
suited the expensive black shirt
and jeans he wore. Even the way
he sat carried quiet confidence
she hadnever seen before.

For several confused
seconds,Sandra simply stared,

Then her gaze moved
toward the elegant middle-aged
woman him. She had
neverseen herbefore

The argument resumed
briefly around her. Voices rose.
Her father insisted Sandra
Belonged swith the family while
win argued she
deserved education and a better
ife.

beside

Mr. God:

The woman beside Uche

spoke softly, “My son came
because he never forgo her.”
“My he words

lingered in Sandras head. Her
heart suddenly stopped beating
e seied iitekes set
harder. Her eyes widened
slowly. She looked back at Uche
again. And suddenly, she saw
him Not merely the handsome
stranger before her. But the boy
e oncs gkt e i pend The

who dreamed impossibly
im, dreams. “Uche..?" Her
voice broke completely.

Ushe stood immediately.
The next moment, Sandra
rushed toward him despite her
weakness and threw herself into.
his arms. Tears exploded from
her instantly as months of pain,
Ioneliness, fear, and langing

s into the

fabric
Ngori held her gently at
once. And for the first time in

years, Sandra felt warmth that
resembled motherhood. Real
matherhood. Not tolerance. Not
Pl Love

e her mind, a quiet
thought whispered painfully: “I
have finally gottena mother.”

The room remained tense
afterward as discussions
continued. Finally, Mr. Godwin
raised ane hand, *Enough,” he
saidfinmly. “Let the girl decide.”

Silence followed. Everyone
looked toward Sandra. Her
father folded his arms
stubbornly. Chiomaavoided eye
contact completely.

Sandra wiped tears slowly
from her face before speaking,
“Should | stay hawking plantain
chips while my mates are in
schoal?”

Nobody answered

She looked directly toward
her step-mother, “Should 1
remain in a house where my
own stepmother warned me
never to call her mother?”

Chioma lowered her eyes
instantly.

Sandra turned back toward
Ngozi and clung tightly to her
armagain.

“I have finally gotten a
mather,” shewhispered.

The decision was made.

and packed her few belongings
into an old travel bag — twa
dresses, sandals, school
notebooks she never stopped freco;
keeping.

When she finally stepped
outside with the bag trembling
in her hands, the late afternaon
sun glowed warmly across the
compoun:

hbors waiched openly
now. Children gathered near the
palhisparngexciedly,

Poem of the Week
GENERAL AGUIY! IRONSI

Gen.J. . U. Aguiyi Ironsi —
Murdered ina coup by soldiers,
ry men he loved so much.

F

A saldier with a heart of steel,
e stood fearlessly upon the battlefield,
Yet never fell in action,

R e
his wars with weapans worn and

blum
e overcame every challenge,
To the admiration of all

No one thought more deeply
Of his country than he did —
Hlis every thought,

His every heartbeat,
Belonged to Nigeria

The fear of death in man
Could never hold him captive,
Nar keep him from the battiefield.
He marched wherever duty called,
Unshaken by danger,

Unbawed by death.

No one faught for his courtry
More fiercely than he fought.
Gallant Brilliant Spartan

A soldier of uncommon courage,
A patriot of rare devation.

Go round the world,
Search amang every soldier you know;
Search through history,

ind you may never find another

Quite like him.

Then and now,

His name still echoes

Through the comridors of histary —
General . T. U. Aguiyilronsi,
A saldier who gave his life to his country,
And w

Refuses to die.

By Ihueze Peter Emenike
0161170766

AUTHOR of the WEEK
Pnl. Illal:llllillml buike

recognised f ns to Nigeriar
ot ant o his commitment to th

i Nigeria.
Born in Nigeria, Mmadubuike pursued
nigher education and established himself as

~cholar of literature and the humanities. Hi
academic career ook him through teaching
rescarch and university administration, whe
he infiuenced generations of students an

|hnl~naunlu|ﬁb-hlm’1mp Then
che entered the vehicle beside
Uche and Ngozi. As the jecp
slowly pulled away from the
compound, Sandra looked back
only once. Not with sadness. Not
with egret. But with the quiet
realization that her old life was
i

As an author, Professor Mmadubuike ha
written extensively on literature, culture)
society and the Nigerian experience. Hi:
[writings reflect a deep interest in Africar]
identity, social values, politics and the role of
literature in addressing the challenge
confronting society.

eyond his literary and academi

THE END
In our next publication we start
Dot miss it.

has also served i
important public and educational positions. Hi

scholarship, writing and public service, makiny

andliterary history.
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Abia At 3v:

w Slale was born in the

ly preclamation
then Military President and
Commander-in-Chief of the

Torahim Badamasi Babangict
Abis State was carved out
the old Imo Stale a5 part

cther phase in Nigerias
conlinuing search for
administrative balance.
dovelopment and greater
appertunitics for people to

st
Babangida administraton on
that historic dey.
Tut the stary of Abia did
begi 1991

equitable and capable of
Rarnessing the ener

oy

enterprise and intellectual

finally became reality in 1991,
the new State carried. within
its name the geography of its
bgirasng.
1
- pende
1~ suikwuato

— Afikpo.

From the initial letters of
b major
administrative and <ultural

The praclamation in
Lagos was merely the
fullment of s droam that had
been nurmured for years by
believed that the communities
making up the prapusc Seate
had enoug

en who

common = historically

administrative unil,

g before the Federal

been sustained agitation for
its creation. Ilistorical

formal demand for the
creation of the State was
presented as for back as July 3
1980, Among those associated

Besmuian Okpan, forut
Premiee i the Region;
A Wachuowts Dr M 0
Aghara; D Anagha Ezcikpe
Senator 5 M. Ojahowss . 0. .

through the Abia State

tant

as the Abie Charter of Equity

respect and equitable pali
participation.

At its creation, thercfore,
Abia was geographically
Jarger than it 1 fuday, A
and surrounding arcas that
ome sy ir Py Stk were
partof the ariginal Abia. Five

wears later, on October1, 1995,
the military administration of
General Sani Aba a
Ebenyi State from portiens of
Abiz and Enugu States
Afikp conscquently became
parl of Fhonyi, leaving the
present configuration of Abia
State

po

Yet the name ABLA

citcumstances of its birth.

he of the new
Slale was eslablished at
Usnaabia, while Aba, alrcady
famous seross Nigeria and
Weet Africa as a centre of
commerce, eraftsmanship and

api
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Abia At 35

Nigerias first military Mead  hort —from the birth of the
of State and the first Nigerian  State in August 1991
my officer fo become @ ransition to clvilian
Major Genersl—a s0n ol goyernment in carly
hia whose lfe remains i place n history
rv'icpa ble from the histery
of the Nigerian nation.
1t is alsa the homeland af
Dr Michael theonikara
Okpar of the mast

The Journey 0f God's Own State
— From Creation To A New Era

historic name remained
1 E BEGINNING
OF THE FOURTH

On May 29, 1999,
demosralic government
returned to Nigeria and Orjs
Uszor Kalu became Governor
of Ablastate

cltbrotad sdr amtors of
N pu

Whese years as Prer mnm e beom\an v
old Eastern Region became National Republican
amechied wit R
cvelopment, democratically elosted

’I I l 9 The Charter
reflected the
desire of the
founders that the
different parts of
tiie proposed
State should live
together in
Sfairness, muiual
respect and
equitable political

PR arcyaton. @) |

industrialisation and public-  Covernor of Abia State.

ynnn“-hh:rﬁh‘vgnr it i eig b, B ey

Civil establishment 10 institution

W THE PIONEERING building

YEARS Fducation became ane of
The respansibility of the enduring legacies of that

tran

ing the  eraIn1992 whatbecame the
poocamtion of August 3 Abia Stake Palytechnic
inle & funclioning  Aba—new approprialely
government fall first 1 reramed Dr Ogbormaya Ona
Group Captain Frank Polytechnic—
Ajobena, the pioneer esablished. The metitution

naturally
emerged as its commercial
it
But Abia was inheriting

much more fhan towns and
boundaries.

Tt inherited 4 remarkable
histaricallegacy.
This s the land of

Aroshuksyu, onee the heart of
the influential Aro
excial and cultural
network thel extended
much of pre-colonial
sautheastern N
It is the land of Aba,
whose women entered the
pages of African history
thrcugh the famaus Women's
War of 1929—the great ant-

nial uprising
remembered popularly as the

Aba Women's Riot

It is the land of Urnuahia,
whieh played an important
role during the Nigerian Civil
War and today hosts the
National War Museum,
preserving memories of one of
the most consequential

itary formally traces its
© 7O esblshment to October 2,
magnificent Government 199
House waiting for the now Nigrialstarbent
ad ton. There were  Republic, however, was
Iy developed
‘ministries,” departments of
agencies ready fo be
=S A s et
recall how existing administrators governed
goveciomect andsducioral Abis Chinyere Ike Nwosa,
faciles in Umushia had 0. Tes oy, Moses Py
be adapted rapidly o and Anthony Obi, following

sccommudatethe machinery the pionecring fenure of
ofthenew State Frank Ajobena. Collectively

1t was govern these military
almostfrom scratch administrations sustained

Officen had fo be creates].— he isututions o
Personnel bad 1o be e thoough + di
deplayed. Ass ecited  national period wntil

from Imo State md to be  Nigeria's final transition to
identifid. Ministries 1ad 10 demoeretic. government in
be cstablished. A treasury 1999

One event durin
il i pocoan ity
be administered. Mosl  altered themap of Abia
importantly, people drawn The creation of Ebonyd
fram previously exiating  Siate in 1995 meant the
administrative units had 0 departure of Afikpe from
begin seeing themselves 35 Abia. The uriginal four-bloc

It s the homeland of
Genezal Johnson Thomas
Umunnakwe aguly

3 eograpkical. composition
‘That was the sk of the from which the acronym
pionceradministration, ABIA emerged was therefore
Ajobena's lenure was changed, although the

o torms, from 1999 to-2007,
and marked the beginning of
what would beconie twerty

gr.com

experienced progress in same
s and serious challenges
in others. Like most evalving

of disappointment.
There have been greal
nd dif

expe "
ceonomi ral

ive governar
the poltical transition

012023,
was during this period
that one of the most dramatic
moments in Abials sporting

in educa

sports and human capital

develepment, alongside

Bkt
ban |

i, puble i

es, pensions, healthcare

The people's belaved
Enyimba Intcrnational
Football Club of Aba rose
frm Migeran foial 1 e
summit of Al
football
2005, Enyimba by
Nigerian lub to win
e CAF Champiom Lomget
As if one continental crown
were not enaugh, the People's

But through changing
govenments and. changing
circumstances, one asset
Buained constant. the Abia

api

THE ENTERPRISING
PEOPLE OF GOD'S OWN
STATE

erbaps no account of
Abia can be complete without

2004 and
won the ttle again, becoming
back-to-back African
champions.

Absars, those victo
about mors thanfootball
Y lold Africs
something familiar sboat
Aba: when Aba decides
Saip 3 s et oy
scceptocondplace.

o 2007, Chict Theodore
Anamefule Orji succeeded

and servad o terms. unel
s

: yeuss
apecienied mapihas agal
e physical and Inatiutionl
devtlopmers of the. St
ncladiog continusd effors st
expanding governmen

ening the
adminisirative presence of the
State in Unuahin

5, Dr Okexie Victor
Ikpeszy, an seademic and

scientist from Cbingwa,
became Covernor. He too

tis administration place
particular public emphasis an
the Made-in-Aba

identity — drawing nas

¢
fabricators and small-scale
e i,

er, e difforent
adminairaions, the Siaie

‘The Abizn s traditionally
enterprising

Commerce is ot merely
an occuparion here, for many

earilics i s a culture pasoed
fram one generation 1o
another
The Aba entrepreneur
oppertunity where
othersseedifficulty.

The Ariaria trader begins
from a single shap and
dreams of becoming an

aker studies an
iporind shw mnd ik ot
whereitcame from, buthow it

canbeproducedin Aba
The garment maker turme
e into fashion.

urns metal

Umum cochi, Ukws

(bl eh bk founarmm
universities, boardronms,

across Nigerla and arou
world,
This indi
entreprencurial encrgy made
Aba one of West Africa's most
recognisable centres of small
and medim-scale enlerprise.
Long befare phrascs such
as "local content” and

coonemic diversification’
became paplar devl
language, Aba artisans were
already practising them.

To be continued
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Otti Pledyes Support for Inclusive Sports
as Abia Hosts Para Powerlifting Championship

FHMEROES AND ufwy

WERLIFIING)

NS

bia State Governor, Dr

Alex O, reaffirmed his
dministration’s
commitment to inclusive spotts

Powerlifting Championship,
The championship, which
brought together p

saying the athletes had
demonstrated resilience by
avercoming challenges and
pussuing excellence.

“Today istjustanapeniagof

ey
. Limitiess

their achievement went beyond the
B ;hm.n

in the SouthEast to

governar
and host a para-

sponsar

e Ot
viewed disability as no barier to
opportunity, dignity and
achievement, siressing thal sporls
seeuaied ar ot el o

He also commended the
federation's President, James
Cwadi, whom he described as a
philanthropist, for person
sporsciing s aasiontl pete

He

one bronze medal ligeria

N
before retiring from active
compelition

In his remarks, the Senior

commended the state government
for hasting what he described as a

from different parts nFS\gﬂrls,waé

“Every athlete standing before

sponsared by lhe Abia Stale yq today has avercome challenges
Cl’wr‘\mu-- s part of cfforts 16 ghat would have discouraged

ports
create opportunities for persons
w w||v disabilites.
ran August 19 to 23,
2020, euhe e sports hall of the
Umuahia Towns hip Stadium.
Edo State emerged the overall

‘many,
an what is possible e Ghan
whatls impussible,” hes

Sir Ananaba .mu—w pata-
the state government
continue to support

winners with six gold, two silver and

and three bronze medals w!
Fruugu State emesged wecond with
four geld ‘medale, Host, Abla State

h twa gold, two
Fiver #nd. (oo bronze. médate
Delta State finished fourth with
twe gold, twe silver and one

persan with disabilities lo excel in
sports and atherarcasof life.
According to the
Commissioner, the state
governments sponsarship of the
champlonship reflected its
commitment to ensuring that no
section of sociery was excluded

r\ltmm\ '.mny, aw»psme and

this

“This is why

administration has ontinued to

place sports and youth

deselsgonnt aman;pricriin”
naba staled

for sports excellence and

wpen, Gavernor O, while noting
that the event was more than a
posting competito, duscribed
tion of ability, courage
i oot

The Govemor, represented by
the Commissioner for Sports an
Youth Development, Sir
NiwaobilorAnanaba, descriied
Per phesllng 5 o syt el
required strength, discipline,
s st e rrlivng

“Today marks the beginning of
what we hope will continue to be a

i astingspariing tradition.

want the first edition of
this championship to sctastandard
for future editions and to establish
Abia 35 a welcoming home for
para-sports” headded.

Sir Ananaba commended
athletes who travelled from acrass
the county o pardcpate in the
pionship, assuring them that

Arenabi srged i hlcies

Spesking en behilt o the

WNigeria Para Powerlifting
Federation, its Vice-President,
Akutekowe Patrick, cotamended
Governor Ot for hosting an
spensoring the champianship.
Akutekwe described
Governor Ottl as the first

added thal Qwadi had alsa nvited
g ikt e i S o
juled

Similarly, the Secretary of
A State Sparts Counsil, ,wy
Basil Ue

P hruur_v 027
Kutelse, & pioneer of para

o the governor for sponsoring
hostng the event, describin it 2>
the first natioral

the

kind to be hield in :

1391
had won seven gald medals and

creation.
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Declan Rice (L)
S Moias Caise
idfield battle.

Ihe biggest clash of the new
English Premier League pu
seasan is set t take centre

Stadium in what promises to be 2
mnﬂlnglum'lnnlhnwdwwn
Both sides made impressive
starts o the new campaign. Arsenal
opened their title defence

Although it is still early in the
season, Arsenal have already given
2 strong indication that they remain

one af the teams to beat, Manager
Mikel Arteta appears to have
maintained contrel of a settied
squad, with the Gunners retaining

e that delivered the
Premier League fille last season
Their opening-day performance
was pastcularly encouraglng,
combi tacking quality,
defensive oruammmn sndthe
confidencec! pions

hatthey o compete with Assendl
tordomestic henwurs, Thelr
victory over Fulham showed
character, even though their

perlormance was o s comining perman

2 ArsenaTsagains! Cor

Their frst league mee
on November 30, 2025 at Sta
Bridge, where the two sides played

M gng competi
But CI

Arsenal, Chelsea Set for Fierce Battle

aut @ 1-1 draw. TrevohChalobah
¢ Chilsea ahead bcfm .mmna] s
Mikel Mer
Chelsea, however, we
pla for e thans50 i
10 men after MoisésCaicedo was

sentoffinthe 38" mimute.

ot again on
e in the
m«m;ummcwmnﬁnmr
Stamford Bride. Arsenal emerged

a dramatic encountr,

from Bon Whits, Viktor Gyokeres
and Martin Zubimendi gave
Arsenal the advantage going inta
thesecond le

“The return leg at the Emirates
Stadium on Tebruary 3, 2026

roduced another dramatic

‘moment. Kai Havertz struck a late
goal in the 9" mine

Arsenal's passage to the EFL Cup
final withad-2 aggregate victory.

The final league meeting of the
season came on March 1, 2026,
when Arsenal once again defeated
Chelsea, this time by 2-1. Chelsea
were again reduced o 10 men,
underlining, the difficully they
experienced against Arsenal
throughout the campaign.

Mush has changed since those
ol el

playen ive v and Chela
have begun a new managerial cra.

Yot Judging by their_opening
. rsenal appear to
Fave Teained the. peyehetogieat

cadvantag
a will certainly aot

ave securing

prrive al the Fmirales Sta
ready to surrender.
The Blues have enough quality,

0 ok bl ke et

cause Arsenal serious problems,
and they will be eager 10 erase the

Frustrating cncounters, I Arsenal
become complacent, Chelsea will
B iy
and pull the rug from under the
champions!fect

ith the Premier League tide
ses. emected s be.
contested, this e
cnanioter could pravefo b ueh
more than just another three points.
It is an opporturity for Arsenal o
announce (heir intentions as
champions and for Chelsea to
demanstrate that they are ready 1o
challengethe established order.

here, Everton will

iase Muxtsbic Uriue 1 8

Sickinson Stadium,

their memora!
the Red Devils on November 21,
2025, Everton played more than 50
minutes with 10 men after
IdrissaGanaGiueye wassent off, yel
they held o for a famous victary
Manchester United later gai
revenge in the reverse fixture,
a narrow 10 victor
under manager Michael Carrick
Their latest meeting promises
another intense battle, with both
sides desperate to establish early
ntuem.
Full City will take on Aston
Villa in ancther intriguing
encounter. Asten Villa suffered a

bl 1-0

humiliating 4-0 defeal on the
epening day by Brighten, while
newly promoted Hull City
announced their arrival in the
Premier League witha stunning 2.
victory aver Manchester United.

With Jacob Joseph

That victory may prove to be a
flash in the pan, but it has already

to several
established Premnier League clubs.
Aston Villa will therefore be
Gesperate to avoid becoming the
next vietim of Hull City's fearless

City Ground,
Noallingham Farest will welcame
Tottenham Hotspur, while
Manchester City
City at the Etthad Stadium

At Gt Sl
welcome

Bassey and Alex Iwobi expected to
beamang the players to watch.

The Amex Stadium will alsa be
buezing as Brighten & Hove Albion
host Lecds United, whilo Bremfard,

the Bees, will attempt to
sling Sunderlond

Reanwhile, Newcastle United
will face AFC Bournemautt
James' Fark In another fixture

oduce plenty of

continue their strong siart 1o the
campaign.
With several major clubs

another fascirating chapter in what

could become
competitive
seagons in tecent years, And a




NATIONAL

w20 voLz no.osr  Uplift the people, project the nation” september 6, 2026.

Abia @35: ﬂ New Era Of § SIIIJI'IIIIQ Excellence

chaguemeka Egejunt

s T ‘ dence, bt i st

AlexChioma Otti, OFR.
L om o b sk g ; e
s T

e e g o e Ak St Sprt Counc Dot sprts ! } I

and SR By e e el phe Abl S Sps Councl oAl

ikt g i e Pryue e e b el sl s . i o o, il and bl rosirg
e RS gl ol o Partympl s Comonhth chatpiors sl o el okl il

a e e it “,,, ‘~
o wv ionin 313 tossa B
B B T EE T
D R R A

"E"‘;;Lumh s Har ‘specialised

i,
st scovtay. sl ndhson o 2106 o idenily and “nurtire
bient it i o
For the It adminsteation,
e et reviva - b T

e

e o M

e

T A i iy

ety M (i
B S it o 1
i gl o

ittt
et e s

B racilion

proing yaun people e

Poslive il Pl “chol

Empetinfito Sl pérdormance.
1 also siren

i
AL, g by
L i

Juwrvm“ sthic

na
;..Muu. v el e Bovemor
WAt seving, the S *r..,.mu

mm.k, Jhd o

i gl Ty
e et
Rk bty o

The repewed confidence in
e ey challonge, howewer,
Sppesrance (i, hegted, e, Mt the sedor, e el e lFeudy 1, ot

Ty fie years affe s
= b G Sepatdlion a5 5
St

ATl Lo

Yo, i Clis gl - e i rematuisafabi -
T p i jn b Mg e cncasing momeniun
i ey Sesctng s i 13  aporring. davelopmant C SR ]“,, g ekl s
Cryekiehi added 3 gold and ,Jﬁ:: i ,Hm‘;,'”' e strengitheni; welare cooching spors clence,
e pri Rt e s slaa etnad ginening Sports it e afptacnt ard Tomp
hlciess The petiormance O g hib SR
ke y
ey m;‘;&-*:*;" hae equstly s ooy soartmgiatay o
Sttt il dere

T
,m-;mm Jpment, Sir schabuled for L sgos v Octaber
by 202, Ui hosied N..mm,,Nw.‘dmmmm 11,,““ g 2 O

ln
b e i
ek Caegiy and baoke

e orld eard” R R

BERIPTSp I b i S, 4

i e R o N 4
o B broping oyneed Baps BTt R Compunls, gels, U
i oorsse st WSRO B e S by
ALl Siftang Edin incadic i s
gy g

: ,,WL..,,.W,,ME

The competitians will
cnent hopes b depen provid anothir majos best of 5
o PR, R ST T
o S SRR T :
tmaditional disciplines.  dlilovered Hiro sarools ";:m“"‘("h x‘q"“‘:“‘”‘gu"’:
The "ol are alicady prostimie i compelt ot higher Bompciioms, e *

& e pevival

g

Bl & RSy B
e J e

g\d.:l L u.u“ nL e Eutkttall i e hess ™ pacooninansorendania

bl il i che
The
[

e ress reconded

o

it in “P"
Do St Daskatbal Sy srof Hostmgagr el
ompetiii:

Uchechukws David won
e i e tinder s

u m.d lm.nub\.u nt

e mrade Obioma Geos Ry of
e, ik n 026 slune, Abia has wos St ool D m‘: Shen el
”\ rforring under the \ o . V\wmmlm Nivadinema Au.m.ﬂu
uu.n,;m.x..“ﬁ. eld i the mana"\‘rv ot U’t:;‘um T ;‘{_‘z:'g_;'m ",::}"'Q“,‘""“P‘“"“"”" (m';*;u';g;ﬁg;ygy::;g'h‘{;; o dprd o protite
et A = dimoneiretcd tht Abias . he Al bt b the e sporting
e Bt wid o R o i Tesensbotes Rt Tl R S g
Wi onse old. b iy Athletus chpable of completedandopenl " Compoten =2 SMOOUNE T i ation reflects 4T
e e (TSN W e B s mn.'.'..,,, ‘A Tt e Soh. - Sowin-East Scrabble TSyFn of R ot fuliel
ledership. the fhessge . CGompetition Nigeriar e e t
Coability i not 8 barsier 1 SoUMasiChessGlory am singth in National Hanaball fufhepalind ALV
i bl young st am s wmh:l-qxa USSR comed e b o oo
I i waking el ik ichiss Gy ok b e e I"m.:m.. Volleyball ting ST L ,mm:); _n#;‘,:m
T Caviaie Sea AL the South East Chess Emerged guerall champion at pet - i eharhpsons.
o Governors Secordary chuitthic bl Sy S Sodi it Auitear ‘Sou 1w Past Bosing L e .m,.um,w
Suike o 170 2, 2020y rrament in Ghampionship e b P e momentum i
el e e P Fomae wor i ok South-East Darts susta .u.au.\,‘h.mmum
Amzachukwi won the old three silver and twa® bronze  Competition
el i el B it o Bl s o Bl Nallonal Powerifing chuors I b
eory 2 a silver medal segponalrival ‘Zm}.u‘;{‘,.;ﬁ.\b comment
thestidents categgory The b humm al and and plohal star
The reult akded oociber de cormenty o i m.,\,.lm.m whie i s
n_lmmnmmm. gl o RS S Ah e sporing g, AR
o Coorye hu sl 4 it o Ay R i ;
= o STE ek e g progress i ol oy "o et
e LS mni ey B " Tty of A s :';‘mxnt'> Foe pe
Abia o medals - footba o trin MR T, il of Apa vt degeicpment ana s Teiate
gymnastics, we ol evel w et Ho 5 ?

Ffifetics, thbl





