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“Governor Alex Otti, A Hardworking,
Disciplined, And Innovative Leader.

IS Our Man 0f The Year”

By Jones Nnanna Ike

resident Tinubu had, in
an address to a
distinguished audience

of Igbo Leaders on Saturday, 4th
January, 2025, while on an
official visit to Enugu State,
singled out Governor Alex Otti
for praise on account of his
hardwork and commitment to
improving the lot of the people
of his State.

President Tinubu's accolades
follow a similar gale of
endorsements and support from
a wide spectrum of
distinguished Nigerian leaders
from across the political divide
that includes Fmr President
Olusegun Obasanjo, Vice
President Kashim Shettima, Dr
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Fmr First
Lady, Dame Patience Jonathan,
HE Senator Adolf Wabara,
Senator Enyinaya Abaribe, Rtd.
Gen. Azubuike Ihejirika, Late
Ohaneze President, Chief
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu,
Deputy Speaker, Fed. House of
Rep. Rt. Hon. BenKalu, Dr. Greg
Ibe, Chief Mark Wabara, Fmr.
Deputy Gov. Rt. Hon Ude Oko
Chukwu, Chief B.B Apugo, Dr.
Uche Ogah, Dr. Dan Okeke, and
many others across the country.
Indeed, The Gov Otti’s
administration achievements in
Abia State have transformed the
State from its pre-May 29th,
2023 Status as one of the least
developed States in Nigeria to
the fastest developing State

B “Gov. Alex Otti, Our Man of the Year, has instituted a good governance system in Abia - a System that has transformed the state from its
pre-May 29, 2023 status as the least developed State to the fastest developing State in Nigeria, within a period of 1 year and 9 months”.

makes it difficult to accord any
other person other than the
hardworking Governor, His
Excellency Dr. Alex Chioma
Otti, OFR, the commemorative
yearly recognition as the
National Ambassador Man of

the Year.

Governor Alex Otti was
powered into office with his
peculiar electioneering mantra
to Abians “Weep No More, Help
is on the way”. Since coming
into office, he has translated that

mantra into reality by working
hard to establish a good
governance structure in the
state; the aftermath has been the
uncommon transformation of
the State into what is now
regarded as “The New Abia”.

The success of the new good
governance structure inevitably
warrants closer scrutiny in
order to understand its
fundamental characteristics.

Continued on pg 2

Benson Ojeikere — A Symbol 0f The Merit-Based Principle Now Operational In Ahia
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1. Hard Work As An Essential Character Of

One of the most essential characters of a good

governance structure which may not be found in
any conventional text book on politics or business is

hardwork. Governor Otti's

perhaps be regarded as “Mr. Hardwork”. Both
friends and foes acknowledge this unique attribute

of the able Governor.

Gov. Otti hardly catches up to four hours sleep
in a day. His boundless energy, good health and
hardwork has impacted statecraft positively to such

@

[]

3. Acco{lhtability, Tran

There is an aphorism that
you cannot eat your cake and
have it back. It is the same way
in governance. You cannot be
stealing public funds meant
for development and still have
funds to power development.

Governor Otti has been
able to power Abia's
development to
unprecedented new heights
because nobody is stealing the
funds meant for development.
For the first time in several

4. An All-inclusive Ap

One other essential
attribute of Governor Oftti's
Good Governance structure
that has been established in
Abia State is its quality of
inclusion. This approach has
entailed the even distribution
of political positions across all
sections and gender to such an
extent that allegations of
marginalization of sections has
now been consigned to the
dustbin of history.

It is equally good to note
that the good governance
structure that has been
installed in Abia is gender
friendly. For the first time in
the history of the State, a lot of
women have been empowered
to play critical roles in the
development of the State.

other name may

oif
Gov Ott

‘ One of
— . the most
significant

character
trait of the
g o o d
governance
system
w hich

i Signi

2. Re§t01_*ation Of The Merit—Baseﬁ

i

Princip

Governor Alex Otti has
achieved in Abia State is the
restoration of the merit
principle as an essential
attribute of statecraft.

Right from the beginning
of his tenure, Governor Otti
has kept faith with this
principle. It is this principle

the 2024 a}a.pro riation bill
{e In Governance

that informed the
recruitment of brilliant
professionals who had
distinguished themselves in
diverse fields to manage
critical sectors of the Abia
MDA's. The religious
execution of this principle
without regard to ethnicity,

Of The Good Governance Structure.

decades, the governor's
approval translates to
immediate payment. The
governor has given further
teeth to this policy by directing
the Accountant General to
ensure that payments within
her table are effected within a
72-hour period. This timeline
is quite unprecedented in the
country. Such policy is
working because there are
funds available to power the
policy. Nobody is stealing the

Prof. Uche Eme Uche:
Hon. Commissioner for
Tertiary Education
In fact, such active offices
like Accountant-General of
the State; Chairman, Civil
Service Commission,

Chairman, Primary
Education Board;

proach To Governan

public funds. The rats eating
into public coffers have been
chased away for good.
Additionally, the Due
Process Office has been
empowered to ensure
transparency, openness and
fairness in the Public
Procurement Process thereby
ensuring that public
procurement in Abia State are
carried at the best possible
costs. It is also good to note

(Abia State Accountant General)

Commissioner, Ministry of
Tertiary Education, Ministry
of Poverty Alleviation; DG,
State; Orientation Agency,
Chairman, Hospitals
Management Board; CMD,

ce

The New Governance Structure.

an extent that all other State officials seek to meet up
with his quick pace & boundless energy.

The hardwork which the governor has imbued
statecraft with as a most essential ingredient has
ensured that projects and policies are achieved
within specified timelines.

The numerous projects being churned out
regularly are all by-products of this unique
character of a good governance structure that
Governor Otti has imbued the State with.

class or gender has helped in
the running of a smart and
good governance structure in
Abia State. The delivery of
numerous projects within
agreed time lines are all by
products of this new good
governance structure in Abia
State.

sparency And Due Process As An Essential Character

Dr. Oluebube Chukwu: The DG, Due Process Office

that strict adherance to budgetary allocations has been the
most significant character of the Gov Otti’s administration .

Chief Medical Director, Abia State
University Teaching Hospital Aba

Abia Specialist Hospital Aba;
Several Special
Advisers/ Assistants
Positions are all manned by
Women. Women occupy 75%
of the Permanent Secretary's

position in Abia State.

It is equally important to
note the absolute fidelity to
the Weekly meetings of the
State Executive Council and
the Monthly meetings of the
Expanded Executive Council
involving all Appointees of
the Governor. This all-
inclusive approach to
governance established by
Governor Alex Otti has
helped to ensure a
participatory system of
governance by all its top
officials as solutions are
collectively proffered to
identified problems, as well
as setting time lines for
delivery of policies and
projects.

5. Absolute Fidelity To The Payment Of Workers Salary Before The 28th Day Of Every Month

“A Worker deserves his
wage” so says the Holy Book.

This divine injunction was
mostly breached in the
immediate past years before
the coming into power of Gov.
Alex Otti.

In those infamous era, the

payment of workers' salaries
was characterized by a great
deal of arbitrariness. It was to
stem the tide, that informed
Governor Otti's declaration
that workers will be paid on
or before the 28th day of
every month during his
inauguration into office on

May 29th 2023. Since then his
administration has kept faith
to this declaration by
ensuring that workers
emoluments are paid on or
before the 28th day of every
month.

The administration has

6. Recovery Of Government Assets

One other character of a good government
system is a determination to recover stolen
government assets and discourage pilfering of

government assets.

Governor Otti has shown an uncommon
courage and determination to recover stolen
government assets and also discouraged pilfering

of public property by setting up a State Panel on The
Recovery of Government funds and Assets that was
Chaired by Justice Mrs. Duruoha (rtd).

In the same manner,
administration in 2024 also set up a Visitation Panel
on Abia State University.

All these efforts are geared towards the

the Gov Otti's

stepped up to ensure that all
other forms of entitlements
and allowances are paid the
Abia Workers.

Such absolute fidelity to
the payment of workers
salary and entitlements has
helped to enhance workers
morale and enthusiasm for

work. This situation has no
doubt contributed
significantly to the efficient
delivery of government
services.

Absolute Fidelity to the
payment of workers salary is
one of the characteristic of a
good government system.

recovery of stolen public assets as well as
discourage corrupt conducts in our public

institutions and hence qualify as an attribute of a

State.

good governance system which incumbent
Governor Alex Otti has labored to establish in the

Continued on Pg 3

I, formerly known and
addressed as Nwaogu
Georgina Uloaku, now wish to
be known and addressed as
IKPEAMA GEORGINA
ULOAKU. All documents
bearing my former names
remain valid. ~ Ministry of
Education, Secondary
Education Management Board
(SEMB) Umuahia, Abia State
and the general public should
please take note.
IKPEAMA GEORGINA
ULOAKU.

[, formerly known and
addressed as Miss
Okezie Ezioma, now
wish to be known and
addressed as MRS.
IBEGBULEM EZIOMA.
All documents bearing
my former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.
MRS. IBEGBULEM
EZIOMA.

[, formerly known and
addressed as Miss Judith
Ego Odoemena, now
wish to be known and
addressed as MRS.
JUDITH EGO IMO. All
documents bearing my
former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.
MRS. JUDITHEGO IMO.

|, formerly known and
addressed as Annie
Nwefere Onu-
Onwuchekwa, now wish
to be known and
addressed as ANNIE
NWEFERE ONU. Al
documents bearing my
former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.
ANNIE NWEFERE ONU.

|, formerly known and
addressed Miss Nnamezie
Ozioma Glad, now wish to
be known and addressed
as MRS. KELECHI
OZIOMA GLAD. All
documents bearing my
former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.

MRS. KELECHI OZIOMA

GLAD.

I, formerly known and
addressed as Israel
Ochingwa Mathias, now
wish to be known and
addressed as OCHINGWA
OKECHUKWU ISRAEL.
All documents bearing my
former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.
OCHINGWA
OKECHUKWU ISRAEL.

Change of Nanm
| pf Date of Birth
This is to affirm that Favour
Enefiok Etim which appeared
in my Bank Verification
Number (BVN), as Utitofon
Enefiok Etim is the same
person and now wish to be
known and addressed as
UTITOFON ENEFIOK ETIM.
My date of birth was wrongly
captured as 27/09/2000
instead of 27/09/2001. Al
documents bearing my
former names remain valid.
The general public should
please take note.
UTITOFON ENEFIOK ETIM.
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7. A Repositioned Civil Service.

“Governor Alex Otti, A Hardworking, Disciplined,
And Innovative Leader, Is Our Man Of The Year”

This is to affirm that
Chinecherem Kelvin
Ogbonna which was
wrongly written on my
(BVN) Bank Verification
Number and Chinecherem
Onyinyechi Ogbonna are
same person, | now wish to

Gov. Otti has worked
very hard to rebuild the State
Civil Service as an
instrument for the quick and
efficient delivery of goods
and services. He has tried to
achieve this feat through the
following ways: (a) A strong
emphasis on the merit-based

principle in the recruitment,
promotion and disciplinary
exercises in the service (b) An
aggressive rebuilding and
retrofitting of public sector
housing infrastructure and
(c) A relentless war on Ghost
Workers, Absenteeism,
truancy and lateness to work
in the Public Sector

One notable character of
the Abia labour force before
the coming into office of
Governor Otti  was the
intolerable level of
indiscipline, corruption, and
other malfeasances.

Governor Otti, earlier in
his tenure, decided to stem

the tide by waging a
relentless war against these
agents of a bad governance
system. Several verification
exercises were conducted to
fish out ghost workers.

Heads of MDA's were
issued directives to ensure
that their workers resume on

8. The Institution Of A Direct Labour Mechanism

One other unique structure
which Governor Alex Otti
established that has enhanced
the quick delivery of services
at the most cost-effective way
is the establishment of direct
labour mechanism in some
agencies that deal directly
with the provision of physical
infrastructure. Such unique
mechanism has resulted in the
efficient, fast and cost-
effective delivery of goods

and services in Abia State.
The most notable amongst
the agencies that have
applied this mechanism in
the quick delivery of goods
and services includes the
Ministry of Works, the
Ministry of Lands and
Housing and the Abia State
Environmental Protection
Agency (ASEPA) amongst
others.

The philosophy behind the

institution of the “direct
labour mechanism” in Abia
State was well captured in a
remarkable speech made by
one of its chief advocates, Mr.
Chaka Chukwumerije, the
Commissioner for Lands and
Housing  during the re-
opening of the old secretariat
complex on 26th November,
2024, when he alluded to the
use of the mechanism in
delivering the renovation

and retrofitting of the
Secretariat Complex.In his
own words “Another
valuable aspect of the story is
the use of the State in-house
resources, its civil servants,
via direct labour to actualize
this enviable project, thus
deepening the capacity of the
State's Structural Engineers,
Builders, Architects and
Quantity Surveyors, while
also saving the State

time and to sanction other
various acts of indiscipline.

Today, Abia work force is
a smart one. The Abia
workers are major
contributors to the
establishment of a good
governance structure in the
State.

resources, and still delivers
quality projects. Mr.
Chukwumerije went further
in his speech to summarize
the philosophical basis of the
mechanism by using biblical
injunctions thus “As the Holy
Bible says in Isaiah 58:12
“You'll be known as those
who can fix anything, restore
old ruins, rebuild and
renovate, make the
community livable again”.

be known and addressed as
CHINECHEREM
ONYINYECHI OGBONNA.
All documents bearing my
former names remain valid.
The general public should
please take note.
CHINECHEREM

ONYINYECHI OGBONNA.

Change of Name
of Institution

The Institution which was
formerly known and
addressed as BORN TWICE
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY,
located at No 1, Alaocha
Avenue Elugwu Isieke
Ibeku, now wish to be known
and addressed as MIRAWIN
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS. Al
documents bearing the
former names remain valid.
The general public should
please take note.

MIRAWIN CHRISTIAN

SCHOOLS
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The Good Governance System In Abia

Abia State is now regarded as a huge construction site.

Most government officials are now known by their busy
schedules and haste to deliver quality goods and services.
Indeed, numerous projects have been delivered since the
coming into power of Dr. Alex Otti on May 29th 2023.

Such goods and services have been delivered at such
quick pace and at a most cost-effective manner that leaves

many observers quite bewildered.

However, a scientific analysis of the Governor Otti's

A. Sanitation

Sanitation was one of the sectors which Governor Alex
Otti declared as emergency when he started his tenure.

Then, the State was overtaken by filth. Most of the urban

Physical Manifestations 0f

roads were overrun by filth and refuse. Dr. Otti personally

B. Roads & Bridges

This sector is another one that attracted
the immediate attention of Governor Otti
when he came to power on May 29thd 2023.
The reason was simple, Abia roads both
intra and intercity were characterized by a
great deal of dilapidation.

In fact, Abia State was notorious for its
bad roads, just as it was also the butt of jokes
by several people both in and outside the
State. In fact, by May 29th 2023, Abia had
acquired infamy as the state with the worst
network of roads in the country.

This was what informed a declaration of
an emergency in the sector.

Presently, the song is different. An adroit
combination of both the direct labour
mechanism and contract system has resulted
in the delivery of several quality intra-city,

C. The Health Sector

Governor Otti appreciates the
overriding importance of health-care in the
human development index, hence its
inclusion in the list of emergencies when he
was inaugurated into office. It will be
recalled that the health sector in Abia prior to
May 29th, May 2023, was in a deplorable
state.

There was no functional State owned
tertiary health institutionin Abia.

The Abia State Teaching Hospital lost its
accreditation during that inglorious era.
Most residents of the state trooped outside
the State to access quality health care
services.

Governor Otti had vowed a reversal of

intercity and rural feeder roads. One other
notable character of the roads being
constructed by Governor Otti is that they are
of very high quality and come with
drainage, street lights and beautiful
roundabouts.

the trend.

Currently, the reversal is being achieved
at a very fast pace due to the attention and
investment being expended on the health
sector. Currently, the State Government has
up to 35% of its budgetary provision
devoted to the Health Sector.

There is an ongoing comprehensive
renovation of over 200 health centres across
the three senatorial zones of the State. The
health initiative, code named “Project
Ekwueme” which was launched by Gov.
Otti in Uzuakoli, Bende Local Government
Area on Monday January 20th, 2025, is a
very robust and comprehensive health care
package aimed at rebuilding and

method as has been shown in the preceding sections
indicates that they are not mere happenstances. The fast
development of Abia State is due to a systematic effort and
well thought out plans. An effort and plan that is backed by
extreme hard work, discipline and absolute fidelity to the
public good. All these have been categorized as the good
governance structure in Abia State. The projects and
services that have been delivered with their quick pace and
quality are all by-products of this good governance system

drove the machine that was used to start the war on filth.

Today, the beginning of the year 2025, the war has been
won. The cleanliness of the streets of Abia is now taken for

29th 2023.

New constructed high quality roads

As at last count, more than 400 of such
roads have been delivered, many more are
still in various stages of construction.

One other notable character of the Otti
roads is that the most problematic of such
roads have been contracted out to the best

functionalizing of 200 PHC's across the
State’s 184 wards within 100 days as well as
significantly improving access to quality
healthcare, particularly in rural
communities.

Earlier in his tenure, Governor Alex Otti had
enabled the Abia Teaching Hospital to
regain its accreditation thereby restoring the
teaching of medical officers by the
institution. This is in addition to a massive
investment in its infrastructure which is
aimed at transforming it into a first-class
health facility. The same gesture was
extended to the Abia State Specialist
Hospital, Umuahia and Amachara General
Hospital, all of which were renovated and

establishment by Governor Alex
Otti and his team.

Since there are legions of such
projects, we can only select few
examples which roughly falls
within the sectors that Governor
Otti declared an Emergency on,
when he assumed office on May

e}

|, formerly known and
addressed as Miss
Maduforo Nwamaka
Gloria now wish to be
known and addressed as
MRS. CHIMA GLORIA
NWAMAKA. All
documents bearing my
former names remain
valid. The general public
should please take note.
MRS. CHIMA GLORIA
NWAMAKA

granted, as a normal way of life. It has taken a lot of efforts to
achieve this status as a very clean State and perhaps a lot
more effort to keep it that way.

: symbol of the-emerging “New Abia”

contractors in the country. Both foreign and
indigenous contractors as well as the
technical team of the State Ministry of Works
are all very active in the construction of
roadsin the state.

retrofitted. The same was the case of the Aba
General Hospital as well as the General
Hospital Umuabhia.

The renovations included the equipping of
various department such as the Eye Clinic,
now comparable to the best facilities
anywhere in the country, General
Outpatient Department, Accident and
Emergency Departments etc.

The equipment of these tertiary, secondary
and Primary health facilities continue to be
an ongoing concern enabling them in the
process to perform complex tasks like Bone
Marrow transplant as well as other complex
surgeries.
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One other notable achievement in the health
sector is the attraction and commissioning of
a State of the art multipurpose hospital in
Ugwunagbo Local Government Area of the
State. The facility was built through the
office of The Senior Special Assistant to the
President of Nigeria on Sustainable
Development Goals (OSSAP-SDGs). The
100-bed facility is equipped with World-
class Medical equipment and Services aimed
at reducing maternal and child mortality.
Governor Otti's commitment to revitalizing

D. Education Sector

The Education Sector was one of
such sectors that benefitted from
an emergency declaration when
Governor Alex Otti assumed
office. Since then, a lot of efforts
have gone into rebuilding the
sector, the latest being the free,
compulsory education for all
children of school age now
operational in the State. The free
and compulsory primary and
secondary education policy
makes it a punishable offence for
any parent of a school age child
not to enroll the child in school.

Currently, Abia State

E. Security

Pre-May 29th 2023, Abia State
was also renowned for its high
crime rate. Violent crimes like
kidnapping, armed robbery, theft
and other crimes were common.

The Cattle Market at
Umunneochi, served as the
logistics headquarters for
criminals who operated freely in
the Umunneochi/Isiukwuato axis
of the State as well as the fringe
areas of Imo, Anambra, Enugu

Government has 25% of its
budgetary provisions devoted to
education. Such provision is one
of the highest in the country. Since
assumption of office, Governor
Alex Otti has devoted
considerable effort and resources
towards improving the education
sector. Itis also worthy to note that
it is the reform in the sector that
informed the separation of the
Education Ministry into The Basic
and Tertiary Ministries in other to
enhance their effectiveness.

Governor Otti's administration
has over the past 19 months

and Ebonyi State, making life very
difficultin those areas.

New vehicles purchased by Gov. Otti for .

“Operation Crush Project”

F. Lands And Housing

The activities of the Ministry of
Lands and Housing, places it as one
of the best examples of the physical
manifestations of the good
governance system in Abia State.

The Ministry has ensured a
seamless acquisition of large
hectares of Land for the numerous
projects that is scattered in different
parts of the State. Examples of such
acquisitions includes the ones for
the Abia Innovative and Industrial
Park Owaza; the Abia Medical City,
Mbawsi, the Airport Project at

The deplorable condition of
Enyimba City compelled its listin,
as one of the sectors that deserve
special attention. Dr. Alex Otti
vowed severally in the past to
rebuild the city into a modern centre
of Trade, Industry and Tourism.

The Governor has within his
short period in office devoted
considerable time and energy
towards rebuilding the once famed
city into amodern one.

The administration has executed
numerous road projects in the city
that has once again made both intra
and inter-city navigation within the
city a less stressful experience. It is
particularly worthy to note that such
roads include very important inter-

Ubaha Nsulu, Isiala Ngwa North,
and numerous other lands for
Housing Developments.

Additionally, the reform in the
Ministry has led to the policy of
issuance of C of O within a 30 days
period thus ensuring ease of land
acquisition in the State.

The Ministry also spearheaded
the aggressive rehabilitation and
reconstruction of numerous public-
sector buildings as well as their
retrofitting. Most of such public-
sector buildings were hitherto in

city connecting roads that had been
abandoned for more than 30 years
like Port Harcourt Road, Ohanku
Road, Omuma Road, Ekeapara-
Owerrinta Road, Ndoki Road, and
Ehi Road. It is also important to note
the engagement of such construction
giants like Julius Berger in the
construction of these roads.

The Otti's Roads are of high

guality and comes along with

rainage, street lights and beautiful
roundabouts.

Otti's “Midas Touch” in Aba is
increasingly transforming the city
into a modern centre of trade,
industry and tourism.

The transformation that is being
witnessed in Aba is not restricted to

the state's Primary, Secondary and Tertiary
Health Care facilities is aimed at not only
reducing the burden of disease prevalence in

Gov Otti Inspecting Facilities At The Abia Specialist Teaching Hospital, Aba

i ™ i
Mrs Lydia Ezihe Onuoha:
Chairman, Abia State Universal Basic
Education Board, (ASUBEB)

It was this sad state of affairs
that informed the inclusion of
Security as one of the
sectors that benefitted
from an emergency
declaration. Governor
Otti vowed to make Abia
one of the safest states in
the country. The
Governor has since
walked his talk.

The Governor
achieved the feat of
securing the state

various stages of
dilapidation.
Some of such
renovated and
retrofitted
buildings includes
the State
Secretariat
Complex; the Old
State Secretariat
Complex; the

Commissioners Quarters, Michael Okpara
Auditorium, several buildings inside the

the State but also ensuring that the citizens
have unhindered access to quality
healthcare in their various communities

Hon. Commissioner for Lands & Housing

devoted considerable energy and
resources to the sector in other to
enable it play its role as the engine
room of Human Capital
Development. The reforms of the
sector have also led to the
appointment of very top

In The “New-Abia”

through two main Policy Actions.

The first was the establishment
of the “Operation Crush” while
the second was the demolition and
re-organization of the
Umunneochi Cattle Market.

These two policy actions plus a
steady and bold determination to
stem crime in the state has led to a
drastic drop in crime rate as it
affects Abia.

Today, while crime is a major
problem in several states of the

The Renovated and Retrofitted
Old State Secretariat Complex

which would in turn considerably eliminate
the need for residents to travel outside the
State for Medicare. There have also been free
medical missions carried out by several
International charity organisation in
conjunction with the State Ministry of
Health, all of which have helped to improve
access to medicare for several citizens.
Governor Otti's achievement in the health
sector is no doubt a major contributor to
enhanced standard of living which the
citizens of the State now enjoy.

professionals to man the various
tertiary education institutions in
the State namely: The Abia State
University, Uturu, the Ogbonnaya
Onu Polytechnic Aba, the Abia
State College of Education
(Technical) Arochukwu and the
College of Health Sciences and
Management Technology, Aba.
The above tertiary educational
facilities are doing well just as
other institutions in the State that
has witnessed Governor Alex
Otti's “Midas Touch”

Federation, the rate keeps getting
lower in Abia thereby making it,
one of the safestin the country.

An efficient security system
has been put in place in Abia and
this has in turn guaranteed a safer
environment for both people and
businesses to thrive.

The achievement of a much
more secured environment ranks
as one of the physical
manifestation of a good
governance system that is in place
in Abia State.

Agriculture Complex; Abia Newspapers and
Publishing Corporation Complex, the Law Reform

Government House Complex, the Ministry of Commission Building, and several others.

G. The Uncommon Transformation Of Aba Metropolis

the building of roads, drainage,
street lights and round-about. It
cuts across different sectors like,
health, education, electricity
supplly, markets remodeling etc.
It is also expected that the 5-Star
Hotel that is being proposed at
the Enyimba Hotel site will
igrea’dy transform the tourism
andscape of the City.

This is just as it is good to
note that the commercial,
industrial and tourism activities
of the city will getimmense boost
from the Ongoing Airport
Projectat Ubaha Nsulu Ngwa.

It is also good to
acknowledge the contributions
of the Governor Otti

H. Greater Ohafia Development Authority (GODA)

Ohafia, the capital of Abia North
Senatorial Zone has been penciled down for a
complete transformation through the
establishment of Greater Ohafia Development
Authority. The Agency which is headed by a
very brilliant and established professional

Engr Obinna Odum is expected to provide a
guided development of the fast-growing
town into a smart and modern city in line
with Governor Otti's vision for Abia State.

In a nutshell, brilliant and innovative
Governor Alex Otti has driven Abia State

from its once reckoning as one of the least
developed States to the fastest developing
one in Nigeria under a period of less than
two years. This is quite an uncommon feat.
He has in the process wiped away the a?e
long tears of a once beleaguered people.

administration towards the
completion of the Geometric Power
Plant as well as the Federal
Government owned Alaoji Power
Plant. Both plants have been built
to supply and sustain an
uninterrupted power supply to
Abaand Abia State respectively.

Perennial electricity challenges
had over decades hampered
sustainable growth of small and
medium-scale enterprises.

The successful operation of the
two generating plants is expected
to address the challenges of power
supply.

It is also important to note that
one of Governor Otti's most
important structural plans towards

the rebuilding of the Enyimba City
was the establishment and
enactment into Law of the Greater
Aba Development Authority
(GADA)as a Permanent
Institution to guide the ordered
development and growth of Aba
into aMega City.

GADA has since been making
robust contributions towards the
rebuilding of Aba.

Indeed, a modern Enyimba
City is gradually sprouting out of
the ruined city. Such gradual
emergence of a modern City out of
the old dilapidated one, is one of
the physical manifestation of a

ood governance system that has
een erected in Abia State by
Governor Otti's administration.

The able Governor by so doing also
restored their pride and hope for the
future. It is this feat that informs the
commemorative conferment on him as the
National Ambassador Man of the Year.

Concluded
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A Symbol Of The Merit-Based Principle
Now Operational In Abia

he elevation of the Edo State-

born Mr. Benson Ojeikere, as the

new Abia State Head of Service
(HOS) has continued to attract nation-
wide applause on account of its salutary
effect on the thorny issue of the national
question.

The appointment of Mr. Ojeikere is the
by-product of a systematic approach by
Governor Alex Otti to restore the merit-
based principle in the recruitment,
promotion and discipline in the Civil
Service.

Prior to May 29, 2023 when Dr. Alex Otti
came into the saddle, the Service was
characterized by a great deal of indiscipline
and arbitrariness. The net effect was a
largely ineffective Civil Service which
Governor Otti’s regime inherited on
assumption of office.

Since coming into power, Governor Otti
has waged a relentless war to reposition the
Civil Service.

The war on Ghost Workers, absenteeism
and truancy are all parts of the efforts to
build an effective and efficient civil service
for the state.

The re-establishment of an open,
competitive and merit-based system as the
basis for recruitment into different cadres of
the Civil Service, ranks as one of the most
important actions of the Gov. Otti's
administration towards bequeathing the
State with an efficient and effective Public
Service.

An efficient and effective Civil Service
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plays a pivotal role in the
efficient delivery of
government policies.

In the written and oral
interview set by the
Governor and his team, Mr.
Benson Ojeikere emerged
as the best candidate for the
job of the Head of Service.
He was accordingly
elevated as such.

We at the Editorial Desk
of National Ambassador
Newspapers,
congratulates Mr. Benson
Ojeikere. We also wish to
applaud the Executive
Governor of Abia State, His
Excellency, Dr. Alex Otti
for instituting a merit-
based system in the State
which has made it possible
for the most qualified
candidate to emerge as the
HOS in the State.

More importantly, we
wish to acknowledge
Governor Otti's push to
build a society where the
operative norms will be
based on the merit-based
principle.

The abolishment of the
non-indigene dichotomy
and other such
discriminatory policies are
part of his effort to push the
merit-based principle
forward.

It is within this context
that we call on every well-
meaning persons to join
this crusade to make the
merit-based principle an
overriding one in our
society.

Once again, a very big
congratulations to Mr.
Benson Ojeikere for his
elevation as the HOS, Abia
State.

We wish him well as he
undertake the onerous task
of building up an efficient
Abia State Civil Service.
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Ending The Baby Factory
Menace In Nigeria

D ear Editor,

What has now become a public issue is the sale of babies - a menace which has
been on for some time - as teenage girls become victims of unwanted pregnancies
and the children produced are sold out for adoption to couples who want babies at
all cost.

At the baby making factory, young girls are encouraged or forced to become
pregnantand after delivery, the newborn babies are sold out, usually between N500,000
or more, depending on the sex of the child. The main concern of this piece is how to
eliminate or reduce to the barest minimum, the continued demand and supply of these
babies under the guise of lucrative 'business'. Who patronize the baby factory?

The answer is simple - it is either couples who badly need children, which they
cannot get biologically or mischievous persons who require human parts for other
reasons. There is no where that selling of human beings both adult and children not a
concern, world over. Nowhere is selling of adult human beings or children not a
concerned the world over.

For instance, Article 3 of the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons especially women and children, Section 50 of the
Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration Act, 2003 of
Nigeria defines trafficking as including “all acts and attempted acts involved in the
recruitment, transportation within or across Nigerian borders, purchase, sale, transfer,
receipt or harbouring of a person involving the use of deception, coercion or debt
bondage for the purpose of placing or holding the person whether for or not involving
servitude in force or bonded labour, or in slavery-like conditions” while the Childs
Rights Act (Cap 198) Laws of the Federation of Nigeria also criminalises exploitative
child labour and other forms of child abuse hitherto left unpunished by the Criminal
Codes.

In many African countries, a couple's inability to give birth to children few years
after marriage is often frowned at by family members and even the extended family
members, culminating into family members trading blames and pointing accusing
fingers at wives for the inability to bear children.

This social problem will continue to fester unless drastic steps are taken to address
the contending issues surrounding the spread of baby factories. To begin with, our
adoptionlaws should be reviewed without further delay as this will give those who seek
after having children -when they cannot produce biologically, the clean option.

Apart from the fact that married people still contend with the challenge of covering
up the tracks of the origin of the children who should necessarily be integrated into the
family, some establishments and government institutions reel-out age limits for the
needy couples and for those who are more than 50 years, their applications may not be
treated atall.

Another obstacle is that the adopting couples are usually inundated with rigorous
demands by child-adoption agencies. Again, official adoption procedure that is
managed by state governments, are excessively bureaucratic such that the adoptive
parents are expected to meet and fulfil the basic rights and duties of the adopted child.
And in the process of disbursing of wills and settlements, the adopted child must be
treated as alawful child of the adoptive parents, the same way as the biological child and
notasastranger.

Usually, when a couple wants to adopt a child, they are first expected to have
obtained a temporary custody of the child. The child would then have to live with them
for a couple of months on a trial basis to ascertain if they are fit to take care of the
prospective adopted child.

Next, if the couple meets with the requirements, then the court allows adoption to
take place, although it reserves the right to revoke any adoption process if it receives
reports of any foul play along the line. A single parent too is not permitted to adopt a
child of opposite sex, except in an extreme circumstance. Genuine adoptions should,
therefore, be simplified to curb buying of babies.

Another factor that still encourages the booming trade, is the huge cost required in
seeking medical assistance to have children. Whereas there is great advancement in
medical sciences for barren couples to be assisted through the InVitro Fertilization, IVF,
the process is usually out of reach of the ordinary. Going by the prevailing economic
situation, it is a reality that only a few couple can afford the cost, which is not less than
N1lmillion for each attempt. Government should provide the leeway by coming in and
seek ways of helping needy couples.

Another point of concern is the need for effective monitoring of several
organisations that engage in nefarious activities that are largely unknown to the
government. It is surprising that virtually all the organizations involved in the baby
factory saga claimed to be duly registered.

These 'factories' were found to have been registered as non-governmental
organizations, which allows them to carry out their unofficial activities through the back
door. A suspected operator of one of the factories was reported to have taken the police
to court for daring to challenge him. Unfortunately, he later obtained a court judgment
by restraining the police from prosecuting him. In the light of this, government should
tighten its registration and monitoring of the NGOs.

More importantly, not many culprits have been caught and punished. We only get
toread about what transpired without any mention of what sanctions were meted-out to
the offenders. What resultant effect of such double standards is that some of these
suspects will continue to compromise the system and escape punishment.

Mr. Adewale Kupoluyi,
Writes from Federal University of Agric.
Abeokuta, Ogun State.
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Onyema Ugochukwu Hails
Johnbull Nwosu Over

Contributions To Community
By Chike Emelike

The former Chairman of the Niger Delta
Development Commission (NDDC),
Chief Onyema Ugochukwu, has lauded
High Chief Johnbull Okechukwu Nwosu, over
his contributions to the development of
Ekeokwuru Community and Ohuhu Clan.

Chief Ugochukwu, who was a former Editor
of the Daily Times, commended High Chief
Nwosu, who was given a chieftaincy title recently
(Dike Oha Ohuhu Gburugburu), by the Royal
Father of Okaiuga Alike Autonomous
Community, Eze Innocent Adiele Nwaigwe and
all the traditional rulers in Ohuhu, Umuahia
North, Abia State.

The former NDDC Chief, who spoke during
the ceremony in the Palace of Eze Nwaigwe at
Umule, advised others to emulate High Chief
Nwosu, for the goodness of the community and
all.

High Chief Nwosu is from Okpuala-Umule
Village, Ohuhu, Umuahia North, Abia State.

Speaking during the event, Eze Nwaigwe, who
is the Chairman, Umuahia North Council of
Traditional Rulers, said this title to Johnbull
Nwosu, who is a legal practitioner in Atlanta,
USA, was because of his viable contributions to the
community and other places.

According to the royal father, High Chief
Nwosu has constructed a bridge at Nwangele
Stream, connecting Okpuala Village to
Ekeokwuru Market; refurbished the Okpuala
Village Town Hall; brought medical teams to the
community, who attended to and gave medicines
to people free-of-charge.

“He has also provided Physical Education (PE)
uniforms, books, writing materials and school
uniforms, to the pupils at Community Primary
School, Umule”, Eze Nwaigwe further stated.

Also speaking, the former President-General
of Okpuala Village, Chikezie O. Emelike, said
High Chief Nwosu, is indeed very helpful to the
village, Ekeokwuru Community, St. Charles
Methodist Church, Umulenso, Ohuhu Clan and
many individuals.

The wife of High Chief Nwosu, Diana
Ugochinyere, was also crowned as Ugwudiya, by
the wife of Eze Nwaigwe, Ugoeze (Lady) Edwina
Ugonna E. Nwaigwe.

High Chief Nwosu, who is a member of the
People's Club of Nigeria International, Atlanta,
USA, also belong to many vital organizations, such
as: Ohuhu Progressive Union, Atlanta;
Ikwuano/Umuahia Progressive Union, Atlanta
and Ohuhu Development Union International
(ODU). Others are Abia State National Association
of North America (ASNA) and Igbo Union of
Georgia.

Speaking about the chieftaincy title and the
recognition given to him by his people, as regards
his help to them, High Chief Nwosu pledged that
he will continuously be assisting.
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W  Hon. Jones Ike, GM Abia Newspapers and staff of the Corporation during their recent general meeting at

By Kelechi Eme Ogidi

The General Manager of
Abia Newspapers and
Publishing Corporation
(ANPC), Publishers of the
National Ambassador
Newspaper and National
Ambassador Magazine, Hon.
Jones Nnanna Ike, has
disclosed that plans are in top
gear to upgrade the publishing
section of the Corporation as
well as open and properly
equip regional offices of Abia
Newspapers across the nation,
to widen its coverage and
improve its revenue-generating
potentials.

According to the General
Manager, the Agency is not only
about newspaper production
but also has a publishing section
that will be improved upon to
increase its internally generated
revenue (IGR) as a Revenue-
Generating Agency.

The ANPC boss disclosed
this recently at the first general
meeting of the year (2025) held
with all staff of the Corporation,
at the News Room of ANPC
Headquarters in Umuabhia.

Hon. Ike, who appreciated
the Executive Governor of the
State, Dr. Alex Otti, for
transforming the Corporation
into a modern Office complex,
recounted that prior to the
administration of Gov. Otti, the
ANPC office premises was in a
sorry state, characterized by
dilapidated infrastructure, lack
of electricity and water.

The General Manager, who
gave an overview of the journey
so far and tagged it "From
Retrogression to Progress", since
assumption of office in July 2023,
affirmed that through the
intervention of Gov. Otti, the
ugly narrative he met on
ground has changed.

The Corporation
headquarters can now boast of a

their Corporate Headquarters, Umuahia

ANPC Set To Upgrade Publishing
Section, Open Regional Offices

completely renovated
modern office building,
equipped with modern
working tools, provision of a
functional borehole, and
most importantly, the
restoration of power supply.

Speaking on the
progress recorded in 2024,
he disclosed that several
security challenges has been
addressed, the office spaces
are now comprehensively
equipped with modern
tables and chairs. There is
now constant water and
electricity in the office
premises, production
quality has improved, the
Corporation has
successfully migrated to
TSA (Treasury Single
Account), expanded the IGR
window, and improved its
online platforms etc.

He, therefore,
challenged “the staff that the
records of last year must be
surpassed, as part of the
mandate for 2025, since most
of the challenges have been
met”.

Hon. Ike, who was
impressed by the high
turnout of staff at the
meeting, charged them on
the need to get involved in
building up the
Corporation. He disclosed
that the task is for everyone
and should not be left in the
hands of the General
Manager alone.

He stated that all hands
must be on deck to drive the
IGR of the Agency. He
further announced the
institution of a
monthly/yearly award of
recognition for outstanding
Staff.

On his part, the
Director/Head of

Administration, ANPC,
Comrade Nmereole D.O,
encouraged the staff to be
their brother's keeper and
ensure that love and unity
existamong them.

He noted that there has
been improvement in
discipline, and that he will
enforce the relevant Public
Service Rules (PSR), for
absenteeism, truancy,
lateness to work, and other
misconducts whenever there
isaninfractionby any staff.

The Head of the

Commercial Department,
Mrs. Mary Ndubuka, and the
ICT Head, Mr. Michael
Iheadindu, in their reports,
encouraged all staff to engage
in marketing for more
advertisements to sustain
production and growth.

They emphasis engaging
on all National Ambassador's
online platforms to increase
their visibility, and sustain the
posting of quality stories,
videos in other to improve
visibility of the National
Ambassador's online rating.

By Okereke Kate
In a show of unity and support, members of the

Labour Party in Abia State, have passed a vote of

confidence on the State Executive Committee of the
Party, affirming their commitment to the leadership
and direction of the party.

In a meeting held at the Party Secretariat in Umuabhia,
leaders of the Party from across the 17 Local Government
Areas of the State affirmed their strong backing for the
current leadership of the Party, ably led by Sir Emmanuel
Nweze Otti.

Members praised the efforts of the State Executive
Committee in f