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Abia modular retinerv 
to start production in 2125 
Stories by Amarachi Uzottkwll indirect job opportunities for 

the teeming, youth 
population. 
The commissioner who was 
accompanied by some 
members of the Executive 

A bia State 
Government has said 
that arrangements 

are on for the proposed state 
modular refinery project, to 
come on stream in 2025, at the Council, emphasized the 
Abia Industrial Innovation significance of the modular 
Park, Owaza, Ukwa West refinery in providing refined 
Local Government. products for Nigerians and 
The State Commissioner for boosting the state's in ternally 
Information and Culture, generatedrevenue. 
Prince Okey Kanu, disclosed He noted the importance of 
this at Government House the project to the present 
Umuahia while briefing' administration and 
journalists' on the outcome of expre.ssed govern~en t' s 
this week's Executive Council corrurutment to ensunng the 
Meeting p resided over by tim~ly realization of the 
Governor Alex Otti. proJect. 
Kanu, sta ted t ha t the 
landmark project, the first in 
the innovation park, w ill 
generate over 2000 direct and 

The commissioner said that 
the state government was 
leveraging on its petroleum 
and mineral resources 

deposit which are expected 
to contribute to the economic 
development and added that 
i nvestors are eyeing 
opportunities inAbiaState. 
"The state government is 
poised to reap from the huge 
investment provided by the 
petroleum and mineral 

Gov Oni to champion improved welfare 
lor Nigeria Armed Forces 

The 2024 Armed Forces remembrance day 
celebration has been rounded up nationwide 
with the laying of wreaths at the tombs of the 
unknown soldier. 
Speaking at the event, Abia state governor, Dr 
Alex Otti promised to champion better 
welfare packages for service men in the state. 
Dr Alex Otti, who spoke at the laying of 
wreaths at the tomb of the unknown soldier at 
Aguiyi Ironsi cenotaph, Oguruibe Layout, 
during the conclusion of the 2024 Armed 
force s remembrance day celebration, 
emphasized the need to redirect attention 
towards improving the welfare of military 
personnel both active and veterans in 
appreciat ion of their unwavering 
commitment and sacrifice to the nation's peace 
and unity. 

He regretted that the welfare of the men and 
women of the Armed Forces has not received the 
quality attention that is deserved, and noted that 
their welfare should be paramount and 
commensurate with the sacrifices they render in 
their service and post service years. 
He said: "As a nation, we should be thankful that 
our servicemen and women, not minding the 
failures and wilful amnesia of the political elites, 
have continued to stand firmly by their lifelong 
commitment of dedication and loyalty to their 
fatherland, that nothing, not even poor welfare 
conditions and reported abandonment of families 
of deceased coUeagues, can dampen their morale. 
The governor said that it was indeed very 
regrettable that the welfare of the men and women 
in uniform, in their service and post-service years, 
has not received the quality attention 
commensurate with the sacrifices they made. 

resources endowments of the 
state. In this regard, there are 
lots of investors justling to 
invest in Abia State", he 
stated. 
According to him, when 
these investments are pu t in 
place, they would help to 
provide opportunities for 

The Governor while emphasizing the integral 
role security plays in economic and social 
development, underscored the need for 
enhanced welfare conditions for the Armed 
Forces. 

Dr Otti maintained that the time was now ripe to 
make a change in the way we treat our active 
military operatives and the veterans for their 
bravity even in face of death. 

Contd on Page 2 
• Abia state Governor, Dr Alex Otti 

o u r yo u t h s as s u c h outbreak in Arochukwu and 
investments would add to Umunneochi councils, he 
our revenue base and assured that the H ealth 
generally reflect on the Commissioner and her team 
economic development and are actively working to 
general well-being of the curtail it. 
state. S p e a k i n g a 1 s o , the 
On road infrastructure, the Commissioner for Health, Dr 
commissioner said that Ngozi Okoronkwo, said that 
Jubilee Road and three other government was in control of 
newly completed ones in the reported cases of measles 
Aba, would soon be outbreak involving three 
commissioned. persons in the two local 
Kanu, who announced an government areas. 
upcoming medicalmissionin She noted that the Ministry 
April 2024, set to benefit not was at the mop up stage, to 
less than 5,000 Abians, also ensure that the out-break 
disclosed that the renovated does not spread to other parts 
Ummunneato and Okpuala- of the state, adding that the 
N gwa general hospitals, outbreak may not be 
would be commissioned unconnected to the dry 
soon. season. 
On suspected measles Contd on Page 2 
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News 
Abia modular relinerv 10 stan production in 2025 Roval father sues for peace in communities 
Contd from Page 1 

Contributing, the government has taken a firm 
Commissioner for stance against extortion and 
Petroleum and Solid touting activities in Aba and 

Minerals, Professor Joel itssurroundings. 
Ogbonna, while noting that The Special Adviser to 
AbiaStateiser~dowedwithl7 Governor Otti, revealed that 
solid mineral deposits, said the governor had directed the 
investors from Europe and Special Adviser on security, 
other parts of the world, have to apprehend those involved 
indicated interest to partner inanyformofextortion. 
with the state government, in Ekeoma, noted that the 
the solid mineral sector. governor had previously 
On the reported extortion of issued a directive to halt all 
motorists, the Special Adviser iUegal revenue and levy 
to the Governor on Media collections, but expressed 
and Publicity, Mr. Ferdinand concern on recent reports of 
Ekeoma, emphasized that extortion under the guise of 

loading fees. 
Reiterating the commitment 
to preventing hoodlums 
from controlling any form of 
levies in the state, Ekeoma 
assured that the government 
will not tolerate such 
activities and added that 
government plans to crack 
down on illegal motor parks 
and markets, while 
relocating traders operating 
in unauthorized markets to 
enhance the overall 
sanitation of the Abia 
environment. 

From Nwokoma Blessing, Aha 10:1,24and26. 
The Chairman of Osisioma The Chairman of the traditional 
Ngwa Traditional Rulers rulers Os isioma council 
Council, His Royal Highness Eze admonished the citizens of 
Chidi Obisike Nkoro, has tasks IY 1 (J K WU Au ton om ous 
traditional rul~s as custodians colli.IXlUnity to work in snergy 
of culture and traditions of the with their brand new traditional 
people to ensure absolute peace ruler to bring the needed peace 
and tranquility reigns in various and progress. 
dormains. Speaking, the Chairman of the 
This he stated at the coronation occasion and traditional ruler of 
ceremony of their traditional (beku Ngwa Autonomous 
ruler, His Royal Highness, Eze community, HRH Eze Ngoking 
Chigozie Christopher Court at eulogized the governor of the 
Umumba play ground. state, Dr Alex Otti for his 
He stated that peace remains the outstanding performance 
only panecea for progress and especially in the area of 
positive development to thrive harmonizing the traditional 
in the communities across the institution in the state, With the 
state. emergence of HRM Eze Ntoo 

political demarcations where 
some indigenes feel or beUeve that 
lhey belong to River State but the 
community expressed their 
gratitude to both the state and 
local government levels for 
intervening in various social 
projects which includes the 
rehabilitation of the only 
government primary school in the 
community , erecting of new 
blocks/building in the schooi; 
rehabilitating and resuscitating of 
the community Hea lthcare 
Centre. 

CorrecUon m lames 

Oni to champion improved welfare for Nigeria Armed Forces 
He opined that the traditional Mba as the Chairman of This is to affirm that 
institution if built on proper traditional rulers council and Chunyere Egbuchuram 
foundation of peace and word of cautioued the newly coronated which appeared in my Bank 
God, would create a safe heaven traditional ruler to rule with the 
for both government and f Verification Number (BVN) Contd from Page 1 

The Governor therefore 
called on well­
meaning individua1s, 

corporate organisations and 
community leaders to initiate 
projects and programmes in 
support of the Armed Forces, 
in appreciation of the 
sacrifices they made to 
promote peace and restore 
order and stability within the 
country, and across 
international borders. 
The Abia Chief executive 
co mmended the 
contributions of the Armed 

Forces to the security of Abia 
State and pledged the 
continued support of his 
administration towards the 
security of the state. 
He noted that their 
contributions to the state 
govenunent has culminated 
to the resumption of 
economic and social 
activities in areas that had 
hitherto served as safe haven 
for men of the underworld . 
"Until the end of my tenure, 
the security formations, 
especially those operating in 
the state, can count on my 

laydown rules and principles o 1 · I cons1'stent support for the· 1'n-''g""es. was wrong y wntten. now 
..., =• the traditional institution. 

we 1f are because o u Performing the coronation, the ln his address earlier, the wish to be called, known 
economic and so ci a OCHAM 11, task the newly community through their palace a n d a d d r e s s e d 

ld b corona ted traditional ruler to secretary, Mr Iheanacho said that a s A N T H 0 N Y 
programmes wou rule with the fear of God and ONWUEGBUCHULAM 

b ta d f t 11 · · the community which was 
sa 0 ge or a a Y rmparre carry everybody along and P'ive f CHINYERE d · · o· curved out rom Umunneise . 
without a equate security every positive minded citizens a Autonomous community in 2001 All documents bearing my 
all partsofthestate. level playing ground. Reading had series of challenges to former names remain valid. 
"We shall also not forget th from the Bible book of lSamuel grapple with which include Zenith Bank Plc and the 
families left behind by thoSEJ---------------------•1 general Public should please 
who paid the ultimate price prioritizing the nation in honor by Governor Otti, take note. 
in service of our fatherland, their daily actions and laying of wreaths at the tomb ANTHONY 
defending its territorial expressions in addition to of the Unknown Soldier, ONWUEGBUCHULAM 
integrity or keeping criminal contributing to the pursuit of Special prayers and a minute CHINYERE. 
elements at bay", Governor a just and equitable society. silence for the fallen heroes as :===========:::: 
Ottjpledged. High points of the wellasthereleaseofpigeons, 
He called on citizens to celebration included the signifyingpeace. 
uphold patriotism by inspection of a guard of 

Government to re-enroll pupils of shut down private schools 

This is to affirm that Stanley 
Onuabuchi Nwaosu which 
appeared in my Bank 
Verification Number (BVN) 
with UBA was wrongly 
arranged. I now wish to be 
called, known and 
addressed ONUABUCHI 
STANLEY NW AOSU. By lfeanyichukwu Faith 

operate the ir schools 

A b i a s tate against government 
government has directives. 

Otti in the state was not out 
to witch-hunt any private 
school owner but to 
encourage them to do the 
right thing. 
According to her, the 
approval of operation for 

those who refused to honor 
the :invitation but went 
ahead to reopen their 
schools against 
government directives 
have been w ithdrawn 
while a minimum grace 

period of six months was 
given to some offenders to 
upgrade their schools. 
Out of about 302 schools 
sealed, only 47 honoured 
the invitation. 

All documents bearing my 
for names remain valid. 
UBA Pic and the general 
public should please take 
note. 
ONUABUCHI STANLEY 

NWAOSU. 

atmounced plans Prof. Uche-Eme while 
to re-enroll pupils of some i r o w n i n g a t t h e 
private schools in the state proliferation and citing of 
recently shut down over schools in church halls, 
low standard. over crowded spaces and 
The government said that it unconducive environments 
was to ensure that their without considering the 
educational pursuit do not health hazards it removed 
suffer any set back. on the lives of learners, 
To this end, the Ministry of maintained that the state 
Education has directed government would no 
pupils/students whose longer to l erate the 
schools were sealed to move continued existence of such 
to nearby government sub-standardschools. 
schools at no cost to the The Commissioner used 
parents pe_nding when their the opportunity to advised 
schools would meet t he private school owners to 
government approved employ teachers with a 
standard of operation. minimum qualification of 
The Commissioner for NCE, whose emoluments 
Education, Prof. Uche Eme- will be nothing shor t of the 
Uche who gave the nationalminimumwageto 
directive after a three day e n s u r e e n h a n c e d 
meeting with Proprietors of productivity and welfare of 
priva te schools whose theteacher's. 

Supreme Court iudgment: Time to address challenges 
By Amarachi Uzoukwu 

Abia state Govemor, Dr. Alex 
Otti has asslU'ed that with the 
conclusion of the Supreme 
Court judgment, his 
administration is committed 
to focusing on addressing and 
improving the chal1enges 
confronting the state. 
Governor Otti gave the 
assurance at the 3rd 
quenrranial session of Eastern 
Union Conference of the 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, held at Ahiaba 
Umuezein Osisioma LGA. 
The Governor said that one of 
the major reasons he 

schools were sealed across S h e t h an k e d t h e contested election was the 

the state, reiterated the proprietors for honoring 
ministry 's readiness to the Ministry's invitation, 
withdraw the licence of pointing out that the 
those who continue to government of Dr. Alex 

genuine co;ncern for the 
development of the state and 
the desire to eradicate the 
shame of being referred to, as 
an Abian due to the state's 

confronting Abia-Gov Oni 
perceived deterioration. 
He recall that a lot of people 
confronted him over the rot in 
the state prior to his election as 
Governor, noting that people 
would dismiss you anytime, 
Abia was mentioned. 
"Now that the storm is over, 
we will invite people to come 
and see Abia", Governor Otti 
said. 
The Governor while 
emphasizing that all powers 
belongs to God, thanked God 
for fulfilling His words by 
granting him victory at the 
Apex Court. 
Governor Otti recall that he 
was unperturbed even when 
people were panicking over 
the outcome of the judgement 
adding that he anchored his 
faith on Jeremiah 1 :9 and 
Jeremiahl5:20. 

He counseled Christians to lay 
their burdens on God who he 
said, will perfect all that 
concerns them. 
Governor Otti thanked the 
Church for the prayers and 
support for his adminstration 
and enjoined them to continue 
in the same vein. 
He noted that one cannot 
achieve anything meaningful 
without unity and advised 
them not to do things that 
would disunite the church. 
Preaching a sermon on fue 
topic; "Chosen for Mission, 
embracing unity and 
purposeful year", the West 
Central African Division 
Presider~t of the SDA, Pastor 
Robert Ossei·Bonsu, 
emphasized that the lives of 
Christians should convey a 

meaningful message to the 
world. 
The man of God highlighted 
the divine calling for the 
church to fulfill the mission of 
reaching out to the world, 
recruiting, and baptizing all 
people and stressed the 
importance of the church 
moving forward in unity, 
which aligns with God's 
expectations. 
He noted that the church's 
existence was framed as a 
mission to evangelize the 
message of God for the 
1·epentance of sin. 
The Pastor underscored that 
achieving the great 
commission requires unity 
among Christians, stating that 
unity is crucial for effective 
mission work-
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ABSCOHMAT regains accreditation in communitv 
health as Rector pours encomiums on Dr. Alex Oni 

By Blessing Don Nwokoma dignity and satisfaction in as, loss ofrevenues . 
..........- T he College of Health fulfil~ent of their. professional The Re~tor. said. th~t ~e. regaining of 

S c i e n c e s a n d vocation and destiny amongst the accreditation IS stgniftcant as two 
M a n a g e m e n t otheradvantages. preceding administrationse specially 

Technology, Aha has regained It will be recalled ·that the under the past state government 
its lost accreditation in Abia State College of Health administration, had made efforts to 
community health. The feat was Sciences and Management regain the accreditation, but all proved 
achieved in December 2023 via a Technology (ABSCOH MAT) abortive. 

Govt unveils road 
expansion plans tor 

owerrinta, onuimo roads 
By Amarachi Uzoukwu 

T he Commissioner for 
Information, Prince Okey 
Kanu, has disclosed of 

government plans to kick off 
construction on expansion of the 
Owerrinta and Onuimo Roads. 
During a press briefing to 
journalists on the outcome of the 
executive council meeting chaired 
by Governor Alex Otti. 
Prince Kanu assured that in 
addressing the forthcoming 
Onuimo phase of the project,due 
process will be m eticulously 
follow e d to manag e the 
displacement of individuals. 
He nOted th<lt government haven 
drawn from the successful 
experience with Ossah road, where 
communjties and those affected 
were handled seamlessly, is 
committed to replicating the 
approach in the Onuimo phase, 
which he stated would unfold in 
due course. 
The Commissioner emphasized 
that the smooth execution on 
Ossah road would serve as the state 
government's blueprint for 
ens uring a similar positive 
outcome in Onuimo," 
Kanu said that, "Due process 
would be followed in terms those 
who would be displaced by the 

p roject would be handled. 
We've had an experience with 
Ossah road and we are aware of 
how smooth it was at Ossah, 
how we handl e d the 
comtnunities there and and all 
those who were affected by the 
new road. 
"The sam.e thing will apply at 
Onuimo because Ossah road is 
the first phase, the second phase 
is Onuimo and that wouJd come 
up in due course. 
''The same way we handled the 
Ossah, is the same way 
government will handle 
Onuimo and Owerrinta" 
He said the Governor has 
transformed the state into a 
massive construction zone, 
implementing road projects 
throughout the three Senatorial 
Zones of the state. 

1 e t t e r convey in g t h e Aba, a premier institution of He said all these setbacks have now 
reaccreditation by the Board of higher learning in the old become part of their past history as the 
Co m m u n i t y H e a I t h Eastern region was established school under the able watch and 
Practitioners Registration of in 1948 (it was originally guidance of the State Governor as its 
Nigeria to the College. established as a school of visitor, has been repositioned to not only 

The Rector of the College, Hygiene) . to restore the lost glory through the 
Mr. Aloy Okezie E. while The college unfortunately reacreditation of lost courses and 
addressing the press on the lost its accreditation, 6 years ago introduction of new and relevant ones 
a chi e v e m en t, p o u red to mount and run courses in but is also engaged in massive 
econoniums on the State Community Health, during the irtfrastructuralupgradeaswell. 
Governor, Dr. Alex Otti, for his 2017/18 Academic session 
encouragement and support through the withdrawal of the 
throughout the period of the Board's recognition of the 
reaccreditation process by the College's Community Health 
board. graduands certificates, refusal to 

Mr. Okezie said that it is a issue them the appropriate 
significant development for the Board's Cer tifications and 
school, as the regaining of the license. 
accreditation will enable the According to the Rector, such 
College to regain its pre-eminent loss of Accreditation had severe 
position in the Community of negative consequences as the 
Colleges of Health Sciences as Department of Community 
well as, assist the students to Health and its students became a 
studywithprideandcertaintyof pariah amongst other health 
their professional indexing and professionals irt the country as 
licensure at the completion of well as the global community. 
their academic studjes. He also said the loss of 

Mr. Okezie also opined that it accreditation of its Community 
will enable the graduands to Health affected the student 
practice professionally with population enrollment, as well 

News 
Abia lawmaker sues for peace over land encroachment 

By Okere Ugochihyere 

The member representing 
Ukwa - East State 
Constituency in Abia 

State House of Assemply, Hon. 
Lewis Obianyi, has decried the 
unauthorized c.onstroct:ion of 
Uzo nta road in Azumini by 
Akwa-IbomState. 
Obianyl who expressed his 
dismay tonewsrnen shortly after 
the inspection of over five 
kilometers graded portions of 
the Azumini road recenlly, 
lamented that many economic 
crops and farmlands belonging 
to .rural peasant farmers have 
been destroyed due to the illegal 
excavations on the road by 
Akwa-Ibom State government 
He said that the constituents 
drew his attention that the 
Akwa-Ibom State government 
through Ika Local Government 
Area authorities are using 
tractors, to encro<tch deep into 
some part of Azumini Ndoki 
Community in Ukwa-East and 
from his observation in the 
inspection, they have gone 
about 5km deep into Abia 
te,t;ritory without any form of 
authorization or consent from 
appropriat.e quarters within 
Abia state government, 
The Lawmakersaid that he had 
inform the Chairman of the 
council, Dame Ngozi 
Nwagbara, 'Who said that she 
was not aware of any inter-state 
project. 

The Chairman, House Committee 
on Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDOC), AbiaState 
Oil l'roducing Areas 
Development Commission 
(ASOPADEC) and Ministry of 
Petroleum, fu.rther alleged 
ulterior motives by !be Akwa­
Ibom State, maintaining that 
there was no agreement, nor 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) from both states (Abia and 
Akwa-Ibom) on inter-state road 
construction lo warrant such road 
grading. 
Hon Obianyi called on the 
Governor, Umo Eno of Akwa 
Ibom to resist the temptation 
from any parochial interest group 
as a man of'integrity, do the right 
thing. 

"He is a religious leader and 
shouJd do everything within his 
powers to forestall any ad capable 
of undermining peace and 
generating inter-state conflict or 
crisis between Azumini Ndoki in 
Abia state and the people of Ika 
LGA of Akwa-lbom State", he 
further noted. 
Hon. Obianyi called on Azuminf 
youths to remain calm and 
vigilant, while the matter was 
being resolved. 
Meanwhile, the Traditional Ruler 
of Azuminl Ndoki, Eze (Prof) 
Ebere Eule, acknowledged that 
some delegates from Akwa-Ibom 
State visited him earlier and 
informed him of an inter-state 
road project from NDDC. 

The royal f<lther, said that he 
demanded for a detailed 
docwnentation or MoU of the 
project but that they never came 
back, but sf:arted the illegal 
grading of Abia roads. 
H e called on Abia State 
Government to intervene on the 
matter to avoid the ceding of 
some part of Azumini Ndoki 
into Ika LGA of Akwa-Ibom, 
noting that similar case of 
Akirika-Obu Ndoki, still remain 
aconteJLdingissue in the court 
Bze Eule who thanked the Abia 
lawmaker for his efforts in 
reso1vingthesituation amicably, 
called for peace while the matter 
are being resolved by relevant 
authorities. 

Correction service decorates 
141 onicers in AkWa lbom 

Fro"' LoYina E"'ole (Uyo) 

About 147 officers and men 
of the Nigerian 
Correctional Service 

(NCoS), Akwa Ibom State 
command have been promoted to 
anew rank. 
In a statement issued by the Public 
.Relations Officer of the command, 
ASC Richard Metong, those 
promoted officers were part of the 
4,498 Officers of theServicewhose 
promotion to new ranks was 
approved by the Hcrn Minister of 
Interior, lion. Oluburuni Tunji-

Ojo, and the Controller General of 
Corrections,Haliru Nababa. 
While decorating the officers in 
Uyo , the ControlJer of 
Corcrections, Akwa Ibom State 
Command, Julius Ezugwu, 
charged the decorated Officers to 
be dedicated, committed, and 
more professional in the 
discharge of lbeir duties to earn 
mare promotions. 
He further encouraged Officers 

who missed out on the promotion 
not to lose hope adding that it 
would be their tum next time. 

He also appreciated the Han 
Minister and the Controller 
General of Corrections for 
approving the promotions, 
noting that it has boosted the 
morale of the Officers for better 
performance. 
"The Akwa Ibo·m State 
Command of the Nigerian 
Correctional Servioe decorated 
one hundred and forty-seven 
(147) Officers with new ranks on 
Fdday 12th January 2024 at the 
Stat e Correctional 
Headquarters, Uyo. 



Rovaltather pravs 
tor peace in Ossah 

By Charles Ogbonnaya, Okereke Kate 

The Traditional Ruler of or blood lettin~ maintaining 
E z i a m a j M g b a j a that the festival is done basically 
A u t o n o m o u s for entertainment, where 

Communit y,Ossah-lbeku in masquerades perform to 
U m u a hi a North L o c a! entertain the audience. 
Govemment Area of Abia State, "During the festival, the 
His Royal Majesty, Eze three Communities in Ossah­
Chiabuotu Emenike, has prayed Ibeku, gather together at our 
for the peace of Ossah ancestral ground and watch the 
Communities and the state at masquerades display. You 
large, as Ossah celebrates their watch their displays until you 
2024Ekpefestival are tired. Then you go home. 

Ekpe festival which is an Nothing is fetish in their 
annual event, Is celebrated performances". 
across Umuahia communities to He stated that in the cause of 
usher in the new year. the celebration, no form of 

In an inte rview with violence, hooliganism or 
National Ambassador misbehaviors are condoned, 
Newspaper, the monarch who adding that for the purpose of 
disclosed that the Ekpe festival observing a hinge free 
was adopted from the Efik celebration, youths of the 
tradition, said it started in various communities have been 
Umuahia between the 16th and warned against the carrying of 
17th century. harmful objects like matchets, 

He stated that the festival is bottles and guns during the 
celebrated in January of every festival, 
year, for the purpose of "We have gone on air to 
entertainment and merriment, vehemently warn against the 
stating thattodaywas the tum of useofharmfulobjects during the 
the three communities that make festival and also urged the youth 
u p t h e 0 s s a h c 1 a n , who engage in cultism, illicit 
Eziama(Mgbaja Autonomous drugs and other forms of 
Community , Uh a bir i illegalitytodesistfromit. 
UmuchimenaAmansoand Uzzi We have involved drug law 
naAkpa-izu. agency and security personnel 

The Traditional ruler added to make patrols in our 
that the festival apart !Tom its communities during the 
fun fair, it's done to showcase the event,so as to forestall any form 
cultural heritage of the people of of violence. The Police and the 
Umuahia and as well, promote Army are also on ground to 
culturalrecreationandentertain work in synergy with the local 
observers. vigilante," he said. 

Eze Emenike also disabused The Traditional rulerfurther 
the minds of people, who appealed to the people of Ossah 
perceive the culture as being to remain peaceful while the 
fetish, stressing that the Ekpe festival lasted. 
festival has no fetish inclination 

NATIONAL 

Tuesday 16, - Sunday 21 , January 2024 

Don seeks verification olloreiun acquired degrees 
From Nzeuzor Tm•e Port Harcourt. 

A Professor of 
Communication in the 
faculty of 

Communication and Media 
Studies, Rivers State University 
of Port Harcourt, Professor 
Barigbon Nsereka, has 
a ttributed corruption a"nd 
laziness as the reasons many 
Nigerians go abroad to pay for 
degree certificates. 

He said that Nigerians 
youths are not ready to study 
hard hence the option to pay to 
acquire these certificates from 
universities in Togo and Benin 
Republic. 

He also put the blame on 
education, where even the 
leaders do not have genuine 
certificate. adding that the 
youths feel that they are even 
better off than leaders who could 
not have gone to any school but 
would claimed that theydicL 

Professor Nsereka who is 
the Head of Journalism 
described as laughable and 
s hamefu l that fake degrees 
acquired from schools in 
neighbouring countries are 
recognised in Nigeria without 
verification. According to him, 
such will bring down the name 
ofourcountryandadvisedthe 

government to ensure that 
proper investigations are 
carried out to sanitise the 
education sector in the country. 

In another development, a 
lecturer of economist is asking 
the federal government to 
reaccess its fiscal policy strategy 
in 2024 to align with it's 
monetary polices. Dr. Peter 
Medee in an interview with our 

reporter said previous economic we are looking for\Nard to 
polices fall short in addressing the situations where some of the fiscal 
key economic challenges in the policy direction should be able to 
country. He observed a noticeable complement the banking policy 
service o£ statism among direction. 
Nigerians arising from the severe Dr. Peter Me dee however 
repercussion of these economic emphasize the necessity for the 
deficiencies. He said in this 2024, state government to formulate 

polices that align with the 
economic direction by the 
federal government. He further 
pressed for the implementation 
of the living wage policy of the 
federal government, aiming to 
enhance the direct impact on 
production. 

Eze ouwuru honours Onovo, others with 
chiettaincv titles - Bv Ebere Eme 

Former Inspector-General of 
Police, Mr. Ogbonnaya Onovo 
has been conferred with 
Chieftaincy title ofOchlagha 1 of 
Ngodo Ukwu Kingdom by the 
traditional r,uler of Ngodo 
Ukwu, Umunneochi Local 
Government, Igwe Emeka 
Ogwuru as part of his 24 
coronation anniversary and 
maiden Ebube Araka Ofala 
festival 
Mr. Onovo was honoured along 
with five others for the.ir 
contribution to the development 
of Ngodo Ukwu Kingdom in 
particular, and humanity in 
general. 
Speaking at the event held at 
Igwe Araka palace, lgwe 
Ogwuru of Ngodo fsuochi said 
that the event was to appreciate 
and celebrate the grace, kindness 
and mercy of God on the 
kingdom. 
He described Ngodo Ukwu, 
made up of eleven autonomous 
communities as the most 
prosperous community in 
Umunneochi, being the food 
basket of the council, with rich 
cultural heritage and noted for 

their self development efforts. 
The traditional ruler regretted 

the state of banditry, kidnapping 
and robbery and other forms of 
social vices affecting social, 
economic life activities and 
expressed the hope that situation 
would soon be brought under 
control. 
lgwe Ogwuru commended the 
pragmatic efforts of the 
governor, Dr. Alex Otti, fo:r his 
timely intervention that has seen 
normalcy returned i n 
Umunneochi and challenged 
other political leaders to 
cooperate and support the 
governors in finding lasting 
solution to the state of insecurity 
in the area in particular, Abia and 
Nigeria as a whole. 
Speaking at the event, Gov Otti, 
represented by the 
Commissioner for Hou.sing, Mr 
Chaka Chukwmerije 
commended the traditional ruler 
for presiding over the affairs of 
his people in the last 24 years and 
prays to God to continue to give 
him the grace and wisdom in 
years to come. 

Gov Otti assured that no 
community would be left behind 
in the transformation projects of 
his administration and urged to 
people not to relent in the.ir 
support to the government and 
the traditional ruler. 
Some of the traditional titles 
recipient theank the Igwe for the 
honour done to them and 
pledged to continue to identify 
with the development of Ngodo 
Ukwuland. 

H.R,M IGWE EMEI<A OGWURU 
(ARAKA 1 OF NGODO·UKWU KINGDOM) 

WHO partners NDDC lor bener healt.h deliverv services 
FromAligwe Stella, P/H 

T h e Worl d Heal t h 
Organisation (WHO), has 
agreed to p artner with the 

Niger Delta Devel opment 
Commission, (NDDQ, for the 
betterment of the overall health 
benefits of Niger Del tans. 

NDDC Managing Director, 
Dr. Samuel Ogbuku, who 
disclosed this recently, during an 
interview with newsmen at the 
Commission's headquarters in 
Port Harcourt, revealed that the 
commission recently held a 
meeting with WHO officials, 
where it made a presentation on a 
Health Insurance Project for the 
Niger Delta region; adding that 
NDDC was also in a discussion 
with the United States Agency for 
International Development, 
USAID, in the areas of youth 
d evelopment and rebuilding 
public trust to enhance service 
delivery within the region. 

Ac c ording to him: 

''Partnership is one of the major 
ways to achieve sustainable 
development in the Niger Delta 
region and it is important that 
NDDC, as the driver of 
development in the region, stays 
at the forefront of building the 
right partnerships. 

"The World Health 
Organisation is discussing with 
us on our health programmes. In 
fact, they have written to us, 
saying that they want more 
meeting s to explore 
collaborations in the execution of 
our free healthcare progTamme. 
Th ey want to add 
profes~ionalism and credibility 
to what we are doing. 

"We are not only looking at 
what they will bring to us in 
terms of fundln~ we are looking 
at their contacts, reach and 
expertise in the medical field. 

"1he participation of WHO 
in our medical outreach 
programme will ensure that 
those vaccines that we don't 

have access to, are procured 
through them for the benefit of our 
people." 

Furthermore, Ogbuku 
announced that right from the 
very day th e commission 
embraced Public- "Private 
Partnership, PPP, as a major 
pollcy thrust, it had experienced 
significant gains; maintaining that 
the PPP arrangement went 
beyond co!Iaborations with 
International Oil Companies, 
IOCs, as it extends lo other critical 
sectors such as health, education 
and youth development. 

"In some areas, we are seeking 
techni cal assistance, not 
necessarily money. l can assure 
you that the PPP programme is 
gaining momentum and it is also 
gaining the interest of a lot of 
people. 

"We are currently looking for 
technical support in the area of 
training for our staff, because we 
need properly trained staff that 
will be able to lead most of our 

programmes and they need to 
be updated on a regular basis . 

"Some of these 
collaborations, especially the 
ones from the private sector, 
need to be studied carefully, 
because we can't afford to 
mortgage the interest of our 
people. We are not just 
working for ourselves; we are 
representing the people of the 
Niger Delta and we must 
ensure that the right decisions 
are made", Ogbuku stated. 

Ogbuku, cited the recently 
signed Memorandum of 
Understanding, MOU, 
between the NDDC and the 
Nigeria Liquified Natural Gas 
Umited, NLNG, to collaborate 
on diverse fronts in the 
delivery of s u s tainable 
development projects as a 
proof that the commission had 
experienced positive fall-outs 
from the partnership 
arrangements. 

NPC to develop quaiiiV data lrom NDHS 
By Charles Ogbonnaya. 

The National Population 
Commission (NPC) has 
revealed that it is has 

spearheading the 
implementation of the Nigeria 
Detnogra.pruc and Health Survey, 
in dose collaboration with the 
Federal Ministry of Health, and 
othet key partners. 

Abia State Director of the 
Commission, Lady Juliana Ada 
&ebuiro, who disclosed this 
during- a press conference in 

Umuahia, also expressed the 
NPC readiness to have quality 
data from the 2023-24 Nigeria 
Demographic and Health Survey, 
NDHS. 

According to herr the 
programme symbolizes the 
culmination of s trategic 
planning, collaborative efforts, 
and unwavering commitment 
from all participating 
stakeholders. 

Lady Ezebuiro noted that the 
survey has been instrumental in 
proViding invaluable 1nsiglits 
that inform evidence~based 

policies, enhance public health 
interventions, and contribute to the 
broader development age,nda of 
the Nation. She, therefore, utged 
the public to cooperate and give 
necessary supp ort to the field 
workers wbo would be deployed 
to various locations and areas in 
the state for data collection. 

Tn her address, Abia state 
commissioner for Iiealth, Dr Ngozi 
Okoronkwo represented by the 
Permanent Secretary Ministry of 
Health, Dr liea:nyinwa Blossom 
Uma-Kalu stated that the present 
administration in the State led by 

Dr. Alex C. Ottl, remains 
~on"I.IIlitted to making hea!th.care 
delivery very accessible, 
affordable, timely and of good 
quality, to theAbia citizenry. 

She thanked the National 
Population Commission and the 
Federal Ministry of Health, 
adding that their mission in Abia 
State would set the stage for 
making critical decisions 
concerning Abia citizens, 
especially women, and children. 

Dr Uma Kalu maintained 
that the state government is 
therefore looking forward to 

positive impacts that will be 
driven by the data generated 
through the survey. 

Earlier in his address, the 
South EastCoordinatorofNDHS, 
M.t cyril Obike said the survey 
which would be held in 30 
households in each selected 
cluster in Abia State, would be 
carried out by well-trained 
personnel from NPC and the 
Federal Ministry of Health. 

Obike said the data on 
maternal and child mortality, 
fiTY (AIDS, domestic violence, 
primary healthcare accessibility 

etc, would be collected while 
anemia tests would also be run on 
women and children. 

The South East Coordinator, 
however, lamented that his office 
in the past, faced frosty reception 
from some communities in Abia. 

He also appealed to 
community youths and r eligious 
leaders to welcome and cooperate 
with the NPC data collectors, even 
as he assured them that no woman 
would be sexually assaulted by the 
NPC personnel. 
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The Supreme Court judgement of January 12, 2024 
<1ffinning the election of Dr Alex Otti as the duly 
elected governor of Abia State brought to an end all 

forms of judicial proceedings explored by the defeated 
candidates of All Peoples Congress (APC) and the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) to scuttle the hard-won electoral 
victory of Dr Otti in the March 18, 2023 governorship election 
in the state. 
When the Independent National Electoral Commission 
(INEC), Returning officer, Prof Nnenna Otti shunned and 
withstood all forms of arms twisting, intimidations and threat 
to uphold the mandate freely given to Dr Otti, the entire state 
erupted in wild jubilations. 
That hard won but sweet victory was seen as a liberation from 
the shackles of visionlessness, corruption, ineptitude and 
maladministration that characterized state administration in 

the state. 
Due to the fact of such maladministration, Abia with all her 
huge potentials both in human and material resources became 
one of the least developing States in Nigeria. In those times, 
she continually trailed behind several other states in the most 
critical sector of the human development index. 
Undoubtably Abia became a laughing stock, acquiring the 
status of a pariah state amongst the comity of states in Nigeria. 
Again, Dr Alex Otti of the Labour Party beat the candidates of 
the other Parties with a very wide margin. He secured 175A67 
votes to beat his closest rival Chief Okey Ahaiwe of the 
Peoples Democratic Part who had 88,529 votes. The All 
Progressive Congress candidate, Chief Ikechl Emenike who 
came a distant fourth position had 24,091 votes. None of the 
candidates excepting Dr Alex Otti was able to secure the 
mandatory 25% in 2/3 of the Local Government Areas of the 
State which is also a second mandatory Constitutional 
requirement apart from the simple majority win for any 
candidate to be declared a winner in any gubernatorial 
election .in Nigeria. 
It was therefore not surprising at the unprecedented and 
widescale celebrations that engulfed all the nook and crannies 
of the state on Wednesday February 22nd when th,e 
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Returning Officer, ProfNnenna Otti and her team resisted 
all the machinations of the opposition elements to subvert 
the will of the people at the polls and announced Dr Alex 
Otti of the Labour Party as the winner of the February 18th 
2023 Governorship election in Abia State. This is not 
forgetting that such machination and determination 
included a desperate attempt to smuggle in a toxic but 
magicfigureof108,000votes into the lNECTREVServer at 
Obingwa Local Government Area which could have 
effectiveJy overturned the genuine votes of 175,467 of Dr 
Alex Otti, the winner of the contest. 
Besides all these, Dr Alex Otti who on inauguration into 
office on May29th2023 inherited a broken downstate and 
humongous debt profile has since coming into office 
engineered a renaissance in governance that has seen all 
the Ministries and Agencies working once again. Under 
his able watch and leadership, Abia is witnessing an 
unprecedented level of development that is increasingly 
marking out the state as the fastest developing state in 
Nigeria 
The morale of the people that was at its lowest ebbs as 
people lost faith in governance before Dr Otti came on 
board is now at an all time hlgh. In fact some discerning 
observers are beginning to refer to the state as a huge 
construction site. People are once again proud to tell you 
that they are fromAbia. 
Taken all these into consideration, a lot of people had 
thought that the opposition Parties would have 
reconsidered pursing the litigations considering the 
resources, energy, time and distractions that were 
inherent in such pursuit. But that didn't happen. While the 
YPP candidate, Engr Nnanna Nwafor and the AGPA 
candidate Prof. Greg 1be congratulated Dr Alex Otti, the 
winner of the polls and refrained from pursuing any 
litigation against his mandate. The candidates of the AJI 
Progressive Congress (APC), Chlef !kechi Emenike and 
that of the Peoples Democratic Party, Chief Okey Ahaiwe 
instituted litigations against the mandate and pursued it 
diligently, up till the Supreme Court until they lost at that 
apex level. 
There is no doubt that the litigation must have caused a lot 
of distractions to incumbent Governor, Alex Otti and 

general anxiety for the people. It is good that the verdict 
has ended in favour of Dr Alex Otti and the majority ofthe 
people that voted for hlrn. It is indeed an Abia victory. 
Dr Alex Otti at least can now engage all his attention to the 
mgent challenge of developing the state. It is also good 
that the opposition PDP has congratulated incumbent 
Gov. Alex Otti over the win. That should be the ideal 
spirit. 
We therefore call on the other opposition parties to follow 
suit. 
Abia State has suffered enough and need all the peace that 
can be enthroned so as to enable the Governor pursue 
developmental issues without unnecessary distractions. 
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The need for constructive 
opposition in Abia State 

Dear Editor, 

Kindly permit me a space to air my view 
on the need for constructive opposition 
in Abia State. 

The Supreme Court judgement of Friday 
January 12, 2024 which affirmed that Gov. Alex 
Otti of Labour Party was the real winner and duly 
elected governor of Abia State has brought to an 
end, all the agitation and claims over the real 
winner of the March 18,2023 governorship election 
inAbiaState. 

By that judgement, the result is now clear and 
the governorship seat finally secured in favour of 
Dr. Alex Otti. Before that day there was 
apprehension and fear over the likely outcome of 
the judgement on same election by the courts. 

The opposition Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
in particular heightened the tension with their 
interpretation of the sections of the Electoral Act 
which they believed would give them victory. 

The All Progressive Congress (APC) on the 
other hand, despite their abysmal performance of 
not wining even one local government hinged 
their hope on the Imo debacle were the third place 
political in an election was declared the winner 
repeating itself repeating half in Abia. 

For the first time in the history of Abia State 
governorship election petition, a court judgment 
tallied with the position, visionary and aspiration 
of the people. 

Abians voted for Dr. Alex Otti, even the PDP 
acknowledged this ind irectly as they never 
challenged the election result but laid claim on 
technicalities to remove Dr. Otti. PDP knows very 
well that they lost the election and that Abia 
electorates are displeased about them still 
remaining in power after eight years of waiting to 
grow. 

Now, that the election suits aTe over, there is 
need for the parties, especially PDP to align and 
support the activities of Dr Otti and end the undue 
criticism of his policies and actions. Electioneering 
campaign is over, and now is time for governance 
and the governor has shown capacity in most of his 
actions. 

Emmanuel Obinoa 
Umuahia 
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Abians react over supreme court 
affirmation of Gov Alex Otti' s victory 

Reactions have continued to trail the recent Supreme Court ruling, affirming the victory of Dr Alex Otti, as the duly elected Governor of Abia State in 
the March 18, 2923 gubernatorial election in the state. The Apex court had in Abuja on Friday, 12th of January, 2024, ruled in favour of Gov Alex Otti as 

the authentic Governor of Abia state, bringing to an end the litigations from the People's Democratic Party and the All Progressive Congress. The victory 
which w as long anticipated, came with a lot of excit ement and jubilations. 

Our Reporters, who w ent into the streets gathered that majority of Abians are happy with the ruling of the Apex court and accordingly, there were no 
dissenting voices. Some of the people who spoke with National Ambassador Newspaper, bored their minds on the victory of the Governor and also 

dropped hints on the areas they want the new government to urgently look into, so that the state can be repositioned. 

High Chief Raymond 
Ofoegbu (Onyinye Ohuhu), 
an indigene of Ofeme 
community in Ohuhu, 
Umuahia North Local 
GovenzmentArea; 

We thank the Supreme 
Court for a well deserved 
judgement to the Governor. 
Though it was against my 
political line but the greater 
number of Abians have 
spoken. They say that the will 
of the people is the will of God. 
I congratulate the Governor. 
This is a reward for hard work 
and also a lesson to the 
members of the parties that 
lost that there is no short cut or 
compromise to what hard­
work can do. during the 2023 
governorship election, the 
people couldn't place their 
hand as to why they should 
vote for PDP or APC in the 
state, therefore, they stood 
their ground to accept the 
beautiful bride of Labour 
Party through the 
intervention of Mr Peter Obi 
and today, Dr Alex Otti has 
become the, Governor of Abia 
state. I congratulate Abians 
and as we11 Dr AlexOtti. 

You will bear me witness 
that within the short period in 
office, a lot of reasons to 
believe that the Governor is 
capable to reposition the state. 
We are in the right track This 
might be a prayer answered 
for Abians.J met Dr Alex Otti 
twice during the campaigns. I 
secretly supported him 
because I like associating 
myself with a moving train. 
For what the Governor has 
done within few months in 
office, not minding the 
litigations, we can rate him 
high. Take for instance, the 
reconstruction of Ossah road 
down to Okpara square. The 
expansion of that road is 
commendable. We are not 
expecting lhe Governor to 
feed us or to give us money 
but aU we demand as citizens 
of Abia is quality projects like 

road, housing, building of 
workers Office complexes 
among others. Putting hope 
alive, I know the Governor 
will do better, aggrieved 
parties should sheath their 
swords and support the 
Governor in this 

, developmental agenda. 
Areas I would also want 

the Governor to quickly look 
into is the area of grassroot 
development. Take for 
example in Ohuhu, though we 
are established people1all 
thanks to M.l Okpara that 
made it possible. The 
government should look into 
the development of the Ulooa 
North and South Farm 
settlement, construct the road 
(Okpara Road) that leads to 
the farm settlement and the 
rest will be history. That farm 
settlement has the capacity to 
create over 5000 job 
opportunities annually, it can 
also generate massive revenue 
for the state. The farm 
settlement is a challenge to the 
government, once it's done, 
theresultisimmediate. 

Apart from this, the 
government should also look 
into investing in tourism. 
Outside the shores of Nigeria, 
tourism serves as a very big 
form of revenue generation. 
Investment in education, 
transportation and human 
development is key to a 
successful administration. The 
Governor should not forget to 
constantly look at the down 
trodden, create welfare 
packages to cushion the harsh 
effect of the economy. The 
pay men! of workers, 
pensioners should be a 
priority in his government. 

Mrs Adindu Possible 
Nkechinyere 

A Civil servant: 
I feel so excited,am happy 

about the victory because it 
has been long expected and it 
is a divine judgment . We 

thank God that at the end o£ the 
day,our Governor was able to 
take his seat to do that which 
God has assigned him to do in 
Abiastate. 

Our Governor is a man of his 
word,already he has promised 
that Abia state will take a good 
look and he said the state will 
turn out to be a new Abia by 
investing on road constructions. 
The Governor has started doing 
this. Infrastructural 
development is taking shape. 
Workers' offices have also 
received his touch through his 
massive reconstruction project. 
We wish he continues in this 
direction and he should also look 
into other areas, particularly the 
ministry of youth, to ensure the 
youths get their stand in Abia. 
The changes we are seeing 
now,we didn't see it for the past 
22years of PDP regime. Any 
good pe.rson can attest that the 
Governor is trying very well. 

has been doing well on the area 
of security but th.ere is room for 
improvement because there is 
still a Jot of kidnappings and 
robberies that are going on. 

In education , we had that 
the AbiaState University, Uturu 
(ABSU),is threatening to go on a 
strike action. This is is too early 
for our children to be put off 
school, the Governor should 
look into this, He should look 
into the provision of housing for 
civil servants whereby houses 
will be built and given to civil 
servants at a subsidi7..ed rate. So 
that civil servants can also own a 
house. The opposition should 
join hands with the Governor to 

the state there is no point for 
prejudice.The opposition 
particularly Governorship 
candidates of other political 
parties in the state, should join 
hands to create a better Abia. 

Comrade Prin ce 
Ugwumba Atulomah 

from Umuahia South Local 
Government Area and a 
Performing Artist with Abia 
State Council for Arts a11d 
Culture: 

----; make Abia better. 

I feel excellently 
good.Thereis light in Abia state 
right now. This is away from 
what we use to see. There is 
massive infrastructural 
development ongoing in the 
state. I thank the Judiciary for 
being fair. The Governor has 
been trying since he came on 
board but he should improve 
on security. He has improved 
on the area that concerns civil 
service, with the prompt 
payment of salaries and also 
office renovations. 

Mr Chinedu Eke 
Civil servant Abia State 

Council for Arts and Culture: 
1 am very excited over the 

Supreme Court ruling. AJl 
AbiaJ"I$ are happy , there is no 
dissenting voice. If the Supreme 
Court had given a contrary 
verdict, people would have 
taken to the streets. The ou teo me 
wouldn't have been favorable. 

I congratulate the Governor. 
He should not be discouraged 
and distracted.The past 
government has left a huge 
vacuum which he needs to fill 
up. Our expectations are very 
high, we see him as the messiah 
of Abia,he should not disappoint 
us. 

Mrs Gbaka Edith Amarachi 
A Civil Servant: 
I feel happy and gratefuJ to 

God that the Governor was able 
to retain his mandate. Unlike 
what we had in the past, l am 
feeling the impact of this 
administration. The Governor 

Engr Madu Chukwu 
AnAbian 

I have been on ground in 
Abia state for years now. We 
have tasted the PDP led 
government, I can say Otti's 
government supercedes 
previous administrations. 
Though government is a 
continunum, they have done 
their own but from what weare 
seeing now, Otti's government 
is doing better. Road 
infrastructure, utility and 
security,are given top priority 

The victory is a welcome 
development. Am happy he ~ 
was able to scale through all the 
judicial processes and now it 
has be affirmed that he is the 
executive governor of Abia 
state. 

• 

He should look into capital 
projects. Though the Governor 
is on track. About 80% of his ' 
budget is going into capital 
projects, so it's a good one. He 
should not relent, Abians are 
behind him. 

I enjoin everyone to join 
hands with the Governor to see 
how to foster development in 

in his government. 
In Uyo, Igbos in Akwa Ibom 

State have joined their 
counterparts to congratulate 
governor Alex Otti of AbiaState 
over his victory at the supreme 
court as the duly elected 
governor at the 2023 general 
elections. 

The President General of 
Igbo Community and 
President, Non indigenes in 
Akwa Ibom, DrS.NOrieurged 
the governor not rest on his 
oasis but should continue to 
drive infrastructural and 
industrial renaissance he is 
known for. 

Orie who is also a native of 
Umunneochi local council of 
Abia State noted that before the 
emergence of gov Otti, his local 
government was ridden with 
insecurity and kidnapping 
adding that peace and security 
have been restored even as he 
noted that he spent three weeks 
holiday in his area without any 
fear or apprehension. 

Orie also urged the 
governor to focus more on 
industrialization, road 
infrastructure and power 
supply saying that these three 
focal areas when harnessed 
would take Abia to an enviable 
height before the expiration of 
his tenure. 

Orie who is the Managing 
Director of Ugo Parker Motors 
advised Abia people to be 
patient and encourage the 
governor so tl1at he would be 
able to bring more dividends of 
democracy. 

His words, " We 
congratulate the governor of 
Abia State for his victory at the 
supreme court. It is a well­
deserved victory and we know 
that a new dawn has come to 
Abia. 

"Our demands are not 
much, what we want is good 
road, constant power supply 
and sitting of industries. All 
these things will make people 
to come to Abia for bussi.ness. 

You cannot talk bout 
Nigeria without 
mentioning Ariaria market, 
Ngwa where food crops are 
produced. 

"He has done so much 
in the aspect of security, for 
instance, in Umunneochi 
local government that was 
no go area before, is now 
cool and calm and we are 
calling the good people of 
Abia State to continue to 
support the governor so 
that he will take us to the 
level God has positioned 
us!' 
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Gov Oni seeks Indonesia's 
partnershiP lor seaport 

inUkwa East 
By Amarachi Uzoukun1 

A bia State Governor, Dr Alex 
Otti has expressed the state's 
keen interest in foreign 

partnerships for economic growth 
and development of the state, 
assuring that the partnership will 
culminate in the building of a 
seaport at Ukwa East Local 
government. 
Otti who stated this, when he 
received the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Indonesia to Nigeria, Dr. 
Usra Hendra Harahap, announced 
plans for a collaborative venture 
between the government and the 
private sector to construct a new 
seaport in Ukwa East council of the 
state. 
The governor also requested 
support for establishment of an 
entrepreneurship and technology 
development center and assured the 
a m bassador of the state ' s 
commitment in providing a 
conducive environment for 
investors. 
"We have decided to build a sea port. 
Government will partner with the 
private sector to build a seaport in 
one of our local governments, Ukwa 
East, close to Ukwa-West, where we 
have the oil and gas deposits. We 
have identified an area where we can 
build a seaport. 
"If you do have skills and companies 
that can assist us, we will be very, 
very interested in working with 
them. 
"I want to reassure you that we are a 
very serious-minded government in 
Abia. We have opened the state up 
for business. Your nationals that 

want to, not just support but also 
make money out of trade, industry, 
commerce, technology, we will give 
them all the necessary supports to 
setup their businesses. 
"We will also give them security and 
provide enabling environment for 
their businesses to grow", the 
governor declared. 
Governor Otti further emphasized 
Abia's willingness to collaborate 
with Indonesia in areas such as 
education, agriculture, health, 
SMEs, entrepreneurship and 
technology. 
He thanked the ambassador for 
identifying Abia State as a worthy 
partner as well as carrying out an 
independent assessment on the 
state's potentials, expressed 
optimism that the collaboration 
would be fruitful. 
Speaking earlier, Ambassador 
Harahap, who was accompanied by 
his wife, Neny said that his visit was 
to demonstrate his country's "sincere 
con:unitment to fostering diplomatic 
co-operation", with Nigeria and 
"with the great state of Abia". 
He said: "Our visit today signifies 
Indonesia's keen interest in 
establishing meaningful 
partnerships in crucial sectors 
namely: Trade, Investment, 
Agriculture, Education, Technology, 
Construction and Works, Healthcare 
and Pharmaceuticals, as well as 
Entrepreneurship". 
According to him, those sectors hold 
the key to unlocking shared 
economic prosperity and creating 
opportunities for the people of 
Indonesia andAbia State. 

Abia Governor•s wife visit; presents 
gill to first baby of the year 

By: Chibunna Ik.eckwu 

The wife of the Governor of 
Abia state, Mrs. Priscilla Otti, 
has welcomed the first baby of 

the year for 2024 at Okpulo ukwu 
health centre in lsiala Ngwa North 
Local Government Area of the state 
and presented him with gift items 
and cash donation to care for the 
mother and the child. 
The baby, Master Chiziterem 
Ikechukwu was born at exactly 12: 02 
am on 01/01/2024, and weighed 2.5 
kg at the point of delivery. 
At the health centre, the Governor's 
wife described as a thing of joy to 
welcome the first baby of the year 
into 2024, with so much joy and 
blessings. 

Ace or 
ding 
to her, 
" the 
birth 
of a 
baby 
brings 
s 0 

much 
joy to 
t h e 
mothe 
r and 
with 
t h e 

commitment of the state 
government towards improving the 
health sector I advise the mother to 
do exclusive breastleeding, it 
benefits a lot and help the baby grow 
with proper nutrients. 
While the Governor's wife prayed 
for the baby, she called on the 
parents to devote maximum time in 
the up bringing of the baby with 
good morals in such a way he should 
not depart from it. 
In her remarks, the manager of the 
health centre, Ms. Ihesienye Uloaku 
thanked Mrs. Otti for her kind 
gesture towards the baby and for 
choosing the health centre for her 
visitation. 
However, the father of the baby, Mr. 
Albert Ikechukwu, who hailed from 
Mbubo in lsiala Ngwa North Abia 
state who could not hide his joy but 
thanked the Abia governor's wife for 
paying the hospital bills of their 
child and donating gifts to them. 
In a related development, the wife of 
the Governor also visited the state 
hospital at Amachara in Umuahia, 
where she received the second baby 
ofthe year whom she named Ihuoma 
and the third, she called Nmesoma, 
while showering them with gifts and 
cash donations described the 
children as the first gift God has 
given to Abia this year. 

Gov. Alex Otti in a handshake with Major Gen. Lagbaja during a visit to the Governor 

Securitv: GovOni strengthens resolve 
to secure Abia, South-East 

By Amarachi Uzoukwu Investments for the Pore i g n Direct partner with you and 

Governor Alex state's development, Investments which we work together to secure 
Otti of Abia emphasized that badlyrequiresodevelop not just Abia but the 
State , has security is paramount the state so security is SouthEast". 

r e a f f i r me d h i s for the prosperity and very critical and central The governor noted that 
a d m in is t r a t ion' s growth of Abia and the to the development of the implementation of 
u n w a v e r i n g entireSouthEastZone. thestate. "Operation Crush"; a 
commitment to He acknowledged the "I believe that in no special inter-agency 
collaborate closely with support provided by the distance future, we will operation launched by 
the Nigerian Army, to military in addressing be sitting down with you his administration and 
ensurethesecurityofthe security challenges in again as South East led by the army, has 
state and the entire Abia and the South East Governors. Because if yielded positive results 
South East Zone. and disclosed that the you solve the security in restoring peace and 
Otti made this known governors w o u 1 d problem in Abia, and normalcy across the 
when he received the converge, to collectively then there's security state. 
Chief of Army Staff, Lt- address security issue in Ebonyi, Enugu, Otti, who highlighted 
Gen. Taoreed Lagbaja concerns, in the South Anambra or lmo, then the collaboration of the 
andothersen.ioro££icers, Eastregion. the problem has not state government with 
who accompanied him Otti said: ''Our people beensolved. the Nigerian Army, 
to Abia, on a routine visit want security. If you do "We have collectively, as commended them for 
to areas under the 82 not have security, you Governor' s Forum, theirinvaluablesupport 
Division of the Nigerian cannot talk about decided to tackle in dealing with security 
Army. investment. Security is security in the South concerns, particularly in 
The governor, who veryimportant. EastZoneandyourvisit Lokpanta, Umunneochi 
underscored the critical "[f you are not secured, hasfurtherstrengthened LocalGovernmentArea, 
need for security, to you cannot operate, not our resolve to do as well as other parts of 
attract the much needed to talk of inflow of whatever we can do to the state 
inflow of Foreign Direct 

Body seeks for disabled persons 
By Blessing Anienwe 

As the world celebrates 
the year 2024 World 
Braille Day, anon-profit 

organization, Harrison 
Goodness Foundation (HGF), 
has called on the government 
and other critical stakeholders to 
help connect innovators with the 
disabled community, through 
the provisions of inclusive, 
assistive and adaptive 
technologies. 
The theme for 2024 for 
celebration, "Empowering 
Through Inclusion and 
Diversity," underscores the 
commitment to creating a world 
where individuals with visual 
impairments are fully included 
in all aspects of society. 
Speaking with our Reporter 
recently, the Chairman of the 
Foundation, Chief Richard 
Harrison also called on the 
government and non­
governmental organizations to 
continually provide sight-saving 
surgeries, eyeglasses, medicine, 

and other eye care services to 
help reduce sight problems. 
The HGF chairman also observed 
that some visually impaired 
Nigerians rather than resigning 
to fate due to lack of adequate 
support from society, has 
remainedresoluteonengagingin 
productive ventures. 
Citing the data by the Nigeria 
Optometric Association (NOA) 
which showed that about 50 
million Nigerians had one visual 
disability or ·the other, while 
nearly seven million Nigerians 
were blind, Chief Harrison called 
on the government to establish 
braille printing presses that 
would help the blind and 
visually impaired pupils, 
students and others, who are not 
in school to have their books, 
magazines and other 
publications put into braille. 

Chief Harrison who expounded 
the free medical and educational 
programmes carried out by 
Harrison Goodness Foundation, 
also stated the Foundation had 

motivated a fund-raising to 
assist in the rehabilitation and 
equipping of Otampa Primary 
Healthcare centres in Isuikwuato 
L.G.A of Abia State which is in 
state of near comatose. 
He lauded the administration of 
Abia State Governor Alex Otti for 
providing hundreds of white 
canes to the visually impaired 
during the recent white cane day 
celebration. 
World Braille Day is annually 
celebrated on January 4, the 
birthday of Braille inventor, 
Louis Braille. The day recognizes 
the contributions of Louis Braille 
in helping blind and visually 
impaired people to read and 
write. 
Braille is used by partially 
sighted and blind people, to read 
books and periodicals. Braille is a 
representation of numerical 
symbols and alphabets, using six 
dots to represent each letter and 
number; including 
mathematical, muskal and 
scientific symbols. 
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The aftermath of the 
Christmas celebration 

By Ihuoma Egbeogu transmitted diseases thereafter. Marriages 

C
hristmas is an annual festival suffers untold pains and break up's because of 
commemorating the birth of Jesus infidelity of either partner during the 
Christ. However, it is basically Christmas celebration. A celebration that 

observed on December 25 as a religious ought to be merry with good tidings now 
and cultural celebration among billions of produces so much anguish thereafter. People 
people around the world. Moreso, it is a should come to the realitythatthere is life after 
celebration of Christ death and God's the celebration and should be more conscious 
unspeakable gift to the world. It is usually while celebrating. Failure to take cognizance of 
atimethatbringsourfamiliestogether. that could lead to the morning after the 

A whole lot of things transpire as a celebration turning to the mourning after. 
result of Christmas celebration. Despite Furthermore , a heightened feeling of 
the fact that messages by various public anxiety, depression or grief is another 
officials try to draw people's attention to aftermath of the Christmas celebration. These 
the lessons of humility of Christ's birth, His emotions could be associated with various 
purpose of coming to the world and the factors such as family conflict, absence of loved 
hope He offers, this hardly reflect in the ones. As the euphoria of the season gradually 
actual celebration. Otherwise peopJe need fizzle out , the reality of life comes to play , 
not resort to unrestricted merry making depression immediately sets in . the aged 
and spending only to become. sober in parents begin to miss their children and 
Januarywhenbillsstartpilling.Thereafter, grandchildren. At this point it dawns on 
they come to the realization that Christmas everyone that the time to face life again is here . 
was just an ordinary day like all other days People begin to make adjustments which 
. What actually sets them apart are human 
attachments to the dates. 

However, the aftermath of Christmas 
celebration is enormous. It is imperative 
that people are well acquainted with these 
challenges, so that they will become 
meticulous while celebrating. 

Moral decadence is one of the 
aftermath associated with the Christmas 
celebration. This is very visible among the 
youth as a result of uncultured attitude 
portrayed by the youths during Christmas 
celebration which ranges from excessive 
intake of alcohol, smoking, partying, 
insatiable appetite for sex , quest for quick 
wealth, ritual killing, kidnapping, rape etc 
. Moral decadence in the society has 
become a menace to contend with. The rate 
of unwanted pregnancies among the 
young girls increase. So many youths 
usually test positive to sexually 

becomes so difficult. It is expedient that while 
planning for the Christmas celebration, 
reservations should be made to cushion the 
aftermath associated with this celebration . So 
many unresolved conflicts that emanated 
during the celebration linger on. There are 
usually so many negative news regarding 
accident of family members, people's houses 
being buggled up thereafter as a result of 
absence of the family members who 
incidentally travelled for this celebration. So 
many mishaps associated with the season of 
merry. The mental health aftermath of this 
celebration is enormous . Be .it as it may, 
caution should be taken to minimize these 
mental health aftermath. 

However, as a result of insatiable appetite 
for food during this period, a lot of people 
become obsessed thereafter which will result 
to so many health challenges ranging from 
high blood pressure, diabetes etc. These health 
challenges could have been averted if only 
people exercised caution while the celebration 

was ongoing. It is important that people 
are abreast with these negative challenges 
to avoid "had I known "which usually 
comes at last . Perhaps bill boards on the 
roads with inscriptions such as "eat 
wisely" boldly printed could awaken the 
consciousness of such erring people. 

Finally , the financial mess as an 
aftermath of the celebration can not be 
over emphasized. The celebration, which 
is associated with so much expenditure 
u sually, end one up in a financial mess 
thereafter. During this time, everyone 
craves for new things. The children look 
forward for new clothing, the females are 
engrossed with new looks ranging from 
artificial hair, tixing of nails , new clothings 
etc. While the men are not left out, new 
cars , new buildings, social gatheJ.ing 
expenses (drinks and foods), clubings etc. 
is on the hick. So many big budgets are 
made during this time . However, in a 
twinkle of an eye, when the hustle and 
bustle are over , the heat of financial mess 
comes to play. So many bills are pilled up 
ranging from house rents , school fees , 
feeding budgets etc. The reality of life 
glares at the face, people are seen running 
helter sketcher trying to meet these 
financial needs to no avail. the entire 
situation becomes very gloomy. 

It is imperative to have a good budget 
while planning for Christmas. This will 
help to reduce financial mess after the 
celebration. A good budget if strictly 
adhered to, will definitely prevent one 
from being financially unstable after the 
celebration. 

ln conclusion, families should take 
cognisance of these factors that could 
hamper their well being after the 
Christmas celebration. When these 
aforemention factors are curtailed, the 
family and the society will experience a 
serene and beautiful life even after the 
celebration. 

Automated labour process and its impact 
By Okechukwu Ukegbu N d · · · · · o won er that former Vtce Prestdent, The formerVice-President'sconcem pnmary school all the way to tertiary 

C
un~ntly, the human '"ce has a Prof. Yemi Osinbajo few years b~ckraised should not be wished away, as it is educ~ lion, using all of the new 
maJor criSIS at hand. Human a touching concern on the growmg threat charactenstic of our governments. techniques, such as code-wntmg skills, 
labour activities are now posed to human labour by the deployment The question that demands urgent software writing skills, and all that the 

highly threatened by automation. of robots and artificialintelligence in work attention here is: 11How prepared is Nigeria new developing technologies seen 
Automation is a process whereby places. The Vice-President's concern in this situation where automated today clearly hows that anyone in the 
machines, such as robots have taken further explained that in the next few processes, such as robotics and artificial coming generation will be left behind if 
overlabour processes that should have years, Nigeria would be intelligence, are threatening to displace they are not at the cutting edge of 
been ordinarily undertaken by human contending with having one of the human labour? technology. 
beings. The major implication of this is largestyouthpopulationsintheworld. On this, Osinbajo said that to brace up To this end, the N ation•s 
that in the nearest future human labour According to him, we will be the third for the challenge. the Federal Government educational system must incorporate 
will suffer crucial set back in major most populous nation in the world. What was focusing on imparting employable the new curriculum which focuses on 
citiesoftheworld. sort of skills w ill these young men and skil1s on students from primary school to science, technology, engineering and 

New technologies are even now women require? Where will they work? tertiary institutions. mathematics Indeed. it will not be out 
replacing tradition al work with Already, we are contending with how According to him, no sensib le offashionifamodeladoptedinJapan 
radically new systems of production technology is redefining the stru cture of discussion of the economy can be done is implemented here. 
and communi cation, causing industry but more disturbing is the and without acknowledging the role of the Mostlarge companiesinJapanhave 
enormous changes in both industrial commerce and the skills required to people, adding that the third major pillar a policy of lifetime employment: This 
and traditional agricultural societies. function in them. But more disturbing is of the Economic Recovery and Growth guarantees that a workerwhosejobhas 
Will potential developments in the growing apprehension of redundancy Planisonhumancapitaldevelopment. been taken over by a robot will not be 
biotechnology render traditional food of many who today work in the millions of In fact one of the most important fired but retrained and redeployed to 
producersobsolete?Whatistheroleof jobsthatmaybeunnecessaryasrobotsand features of that Human Capital the organization or sister companies 
robotics in a world where millions of artificial intelligence perform the same development plan is science, technology, within the conglomerate. By so doing, 
newjobsareneededeachtoabsorbthe functions far more efficiently and even engineering, arts and mathematics the fear of negative impact of 
fast-growing population?" cheaper". (STEAM) education. Therefore. The focus Automated Labour Process in Nigeria 

should be on employable skills from will be assuaged. 
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GOV. ALEX OTTI'S GIA T STRIDE 
IN ROAD INF STRUCTURE 

The coming on board of Dr Alex Otti on May 29, 2023 as the fifth executive governor of Abia State has brought great transformation in the infrastructure development of the 
state. The governor through the numerous roads construction/rehabilitation turned Abia into a huge construction site. Within the last six months, more than 80 roads have 

either been constructed, reconstructed or works on-going. A look at some of the fully constructed/rehabilitated roads, shows that completed roads such as Omuma, Omoba, 
University, Cemetery, Kent/Ehi, People, Amuvi-Amakohia, Arochukwu among others have ease difficulties in transportation , enhanced economic activities and aesthetic 
values of the affected cities and communities. The construction of Port-Harcourt Road, Aba, dualisation of Express Tower-Ossah and the reconstruction of Umuahia­

Uzuakoli-Ohafia Express Roads stand out as the signature projects of this administration. 
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Oni's Chiel 01 Stan Task Transpon onicials to support 
government's Transformation agenda Abia Ex lbia lawmaker Calls 

For More Support Towards 
Peace In South East Proiect By Amarachi Uzoukwu 

The Chief of Staff to Abia 
State Governor, Pastor 
Caleb Ajagba has 

emphasized Governor Alex Otti's 
vision for an organized transport 
sector with a call on Transport 
officials to support the Governor's 
effort geared towards positive 
transformation of the state. 

Pastor Ajagba who made the 
call at Government House 
Umuahia during an enlarged 
meeting with Transport officials 
in the state, noted that a good 
transport system enhances trade, 
commerce, economic 
development andinvestmeru. 

Comrade Sunny Onwunma and 
the Senior Special Assistant to the 
Governor on Transport, Dr 

1 
__ B____:!,y_C_h_ib_t_ln_i_ta_I_k_e_o_k_w_u __ challenges. Our people can no 

Obioma Reu ben-Nwog be longer come home, The weekly sit 
disclosed that the essence of T he Immediate past at home has greatly crippled 

MaJ"ority LeaderoftheAbia · 1 t' ' t' · th collapsing the various motors commercta ac 1v1 tes m e 
State House of 0 1 h unions in the state into one union region. ur peop e w o were once 

Assembly,Hon Chijioke Chukwu, kn f b · h d kin is for easy and effective own or emg, ar wor g, 
has called for more support d 1s th · management and en)'oined them entrepreneurs an a o ell' 
towards the feace in South East b th • k li · to come up with laudable ideas ro er s eeper, are now vmg 
ProJ'ect (PISE-P), an lrtitiative lik m1 

h illh 1 th tr rt eene . es. 
t at w e p move e anspo · powered by the Deputy Speaker ''The current situation in the 
sector forward. f th H f R tati' e e ouse o epresen ves, Southeast calls for moral 

In their responses, Comrade RtHon Ben l<alu. restitutiort, recon.cillalion and 

He disclosed that the essence 
of the meeting is to interface With 
them and work towards 
actualizing the vision of Governor 
Otti for an organized transport 
system. 

Pst. Caleb Ajagba 

Dannie Ubani, the state president, Hon Chiji.oke Chukwu whoi.s rebirth. This is what PJSE-P seeks 
Coop era ti ve, M r Azod e currently the Special Assistant to to addl'essand we must give it the 
Chukwuma, Chairman, Abia lhe Deputy Speaker of the House needed support to restore the 
State Tricycle Operators Union, oi Represent a tl v e s on region to its old glory'',hesaid. 
Aba Zone, Mr Azubuike Victor lnt..ergovernmental Affairs, HonChJ.}iokeChukwu,while 
and Mr Ugboaja Chiemela during an interview recently, urging the Deputy Speaker not to 
commended Governor Otti for his lauded the PISE-P initiative which deviate from the part of truth and 
transformational strides in the according to him,is centered righteousness, said he must 
state especiaUy in the transport around the. use of a non kinetic remain focus, committed and 
sector, and promised to live up to a P pt oac h that i "v 0 I v es also,run an all inclusive 
expectations. negotiations, dialogues, government devoid of party 

He enjoined them to ensure 

relative peace and unity in their 
various unions as well as stressed 
the need for them to discharge 
their duties in line with the 

Governor's vtston of creating 
prosperity for Abians. 

Also speaking, the 
Commissioner for Transport, 

Police Service Commissioner lauds 
Governor Oni On Improved Securitv 

By Amaraclti Uzoukw-u 

A bia State Governor, Dr. 
Alex Otti, has 
commendated the 

National Comm issioner 
representing the South East in 
the Police Service Commission, 
Cgie Onyemauche Nnamani, 
tor notable improvements in 
the state's security. 

Mr. Nnamanl who is in 
Abia State to supervise the 
ongoing screening exercise of 
the recruitment of Police 
constables, gave the 
commendation when he paid a 
working visit to Governor Otti. 

Nnaman i while 
commending the state 
government's strategic efforts 
in ensuring peace and calm in 
Abia, emphasized the need for 
continuous improvement in 
addressing insecurity. 

"We commend you for 
those efforts and I urge you to 
do everything possible to 
ensure that there is adequate 
security in the State. 

"I also want to say, that 
coming here, nobody warned 
me including my wife, nobody 

panicked. 
"If I had said I was going to 

neighbourmg states, a lot of 
Wllfl1lng would have come and 
I would have gone to Police to 
get extra security. 

"I came here on my own 
without anybody, which means 
there is calm, but it is not yet 
Uhuru? there is still room to 
improve/ he said. 

Nnamani commended Abia 
government's comrnitmertt to 
mobilizing youths for the police 
force, noting that it would aid in 
tackling apathy to police 
recruitment in the state and 
Southeast region. 

He emphasized that only 
about two thousand candidates 
applied from Abia compared to 
30 thousand applicants in some 
Northern states and called for 
increased participation to meet 
upcoming quotas. 

l-Ie said that the commission 
had beert mandated to recruit 
10,000 persons into the Police 
Force and added that President 
Bola Tmubu had approved the 
additional recruitment of 
another 30,000 persons from 

Abia origin mto Police Force. 
Nnamanj pomted out that 

the recruitment exercises 
would greatly help in solving 
the manpower problem 
experienced in the Police Force. 

He said that "Abia must be 
ready for that recruitment. I am 
not sure lt would be fair if any 
State loses her required 
number". 

Responding,Govemo.r Otti 
while highlighting the key role 
security plays in development, 
eXpressed concern over gerteral 
apathy in police recruitment 
and attributed it to the 
perceived difficulties in rising 
through the ranks. 

The Govern or's aide 
stressed government's 
commitment to making the 
Police Force an attractive career 
option and affirmed plans to 
enhance recruitment success m 
the upcoming exercise. 

He emphasized the 
l mportance of creating 
awareness about the benefits of 
joining the police force saying, "I 
believe we still have to keep 
nudging our people, 
reorientating them, letting them 

understand that the Police 
Force is a good place to make a 
career. 

"We have seen a lot of senior 
people who entered the police 
force just like these people 
bemg recruited and ended up 
bemg Commissioners of Police, 
!Gs, DIGs,AIGs". 

Governor Otti directed the 
Commissioner for Information 
and Culture, Prince Okey Kanu, 
and the security team to 
intensify efforts m mobilizing 
Abia residents, through town 
c r iers, churches, and 
community centers. 

The Governor suggested 
the appointment of liaison 
officers, utilization of town 
criers, and reaching out to 
churches and community 
centers to disseminate 
information. 

He pledged the state 
government's commitment to 
mobilizing the people for future 
recruitment exercises including 
incentive packages for 
interested individuals, 
especially those facing financial 
constraints. 

development of infl'astructure affilia·tionothatred. 
and trainil\g of the unemployed He added that Bende federal 
youths to foster the. course of constituency and the South East at 
peace in the South East region. large is lucky to have the position 

He said the course of peace is of the numbt!r six citizen, which he 
very important in the Southeast described as an honour to the 
region. beingthe hub of enterprise region, lauding the leil-dership 
in Nigeria,but lamented how the qualities of the Deputy Speaker, 
economic potentials of the region whom he attested would give the 
are gradually eroding, with the regiontobusttepresentation. 
rising unemployment ln the area, " The Dep u ty speaker 
inflation and security threats. represents a new blood. He was 

Hon Chukwu disclosed that not part of the old order, but a 
the PISE-P recogruzes·theurgency blend of modern practices in 
to address these challenges, governanc.eand we must support 
restore peace and unlock the himinthls Initiative. 
region's untapped potential, "He has been around the 
calling on Ndigbo to rally round corridors of power for some time, 
the Deputy Speaker, to move the 50 he knows the challeng(lS facing 
project forWard. the region and he is ready to tackle 

"The Southeast bas beccrme the security challenges head 
the shadow of itself in-terms of long", Hon Chukwu assured. 
economic activities and security 

Perm Sec cautions stan on absenteeism 
By Blessing Anienwe 

-----"------"'----- - that this is a new government 

T

he Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Trade , 
Commerce and Industry, 

Lolo Magdalene Onwu Kalu has 
charged staff of the Ministry to 
always be regular and punctual 
to work. 

Lolo Magdalene Onwu who 
gave the charge during a 
familiarization meeting with 
staff of the Ministry, reminded 
them that habitual lateness and 
absent to work would not be 
tolerated, stressing that they 
cannot keep absenting 
themselves from work and 
expect to be paid at the end of the 
month. 

The Permanent Secretat:y 
advised the staff to work with 
their conscience emphasizing 

and they have been gi.ven a 
mandate to change the face of the 
GvilServicetowhatitshould be. 

Lolo Onwu Kalu lauded the 
efforts of the Directors and 
Heads of departments and 
appealed that they Ke~p the Staff 
busy and give the workers a 
sense of direction by 
incorporating them in weekly 
meetings where the schedule for 
the week would be made known 
to the workers, stressing that if 
workers have no duties assigned 
to them they would be bored and 
leave before the close of work. 
She added that the weekly 
meetings would lead to monthly 
reports which would form the 
basis of quarterly reports and 
subsequently annual reports. 

The Permanent Secretary 

admonished the staff to put all 
complaints i:n writing following 
the order of hierarchy and due 
process as the era of staff taking 
laws into their hands are over. 

Addressing the U;sue of staff 
not resident in the town of their 
posting, the Permanent 
Secretary stated that If any staff 
decides to come to work from 

anywhere he/ sh e resided, 
hefshe must be punctual and 
have no right to choose the days 
of the week to come to work and 
reminded the staff about the 
penalty for absenteeism. 

On the merger of Ministry of 
Trade and Investment with 
Ministry of Industry, the 
Permanent Secretary urged the 

·Give the workers a sense of 
direction by incorporating 
them in weekly meetings 

where the scheilule for the 
week would be made known 

to the workers 

staff to stop running a separate 
policy, and stop acting as if there 
are two separate Ministries, 
because they have been merged 
by the state governmertt and 
should run the same salary 
structure. and the welfare 
schemes should be harmonized. 

In his speech, the Director of 
Commerce, Elder Mecha Udonsi 
urged the staff to bring 
themselves up to dale with the 
Gvil Service rules and Code of 
Conduct, especially as regards 
discipline and respect. He 
stressed that there is misconduct 
and serious misconduct and 
eachonehasseriouspenalties. 

Elder Udonsi reminded the 
staff of orderliness for doing 
things in the Gvil service and the 
rules should not be flaunted. He 
decried the high level of 

disrespect in the Civil Service 
and warned the staff to Jearn to 
respect the authorities and their 
seniors. 

In a vote of thanks on behalf 
of the staff, Mr. Chidobe 
Ogbonna, thartked the 
Permanent Secreta r y for 
interacting with the Staff and her 
clarHication on issues 
conce.rning the Ministry as raised 
by some Staff and pledged that 
the staff would do more than her 
expectations stressing that they 
are happy with the 
administration of Dr Alex Otti 
which has change the narration 
of the civil servants for good. He 
also appealed to the Permanertt 
Secretary to use her good offices 
to bring the two staff welfare 
together. 
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Erondu Jnr greets 
constituents 
atnewvear 

By Chukwuemeka Egejunt 

The Abia lawmaker 
representing Obingwa­
West State constituency in 

the Abia State House of 
Assembly (ABHA)/ Erondu 
Uchenna Erondu Jnr, has 
congratulated his constituents for 
witnessing the year 2024. 

Erondu Jnr in a New Year 
message from his Media Office 
and made available to newsmen, 
urged his constituents to remain 
hopeful and prayerful, adding 
that the year 2024 would be better 
than2023. 

The former Obingwa Local 
Government Council Boss, who 
decried the high level of hardship 
in the country, and urged 
Nigerians not to despair. 

In h i s words: "Remain 
patriotic as ever and believe that 
no matter how difficult things 
may be, there would be light at 
the end of the tunnel". 

The Chairman, House 
Committee on Public Service 
who further expressed optimism 
about the opportunities that lie 
ahead, urged his constituents and 
Nigerians to remain resolute and 
determined as a people. 

The Uhie-born legislator 
charged Nigerians to continue to 
pray for their leaders at all levels 
for the wisdom to lead right. 

The statement further reads 
thus: "On behalf of my family and 
constituents, I wish to heartily 
rejoice with you, wishing you all 
a blessed 202411

• 

News 
Gov. Oni commissions school building, reaHirm 

stand on giving education a facelih in Abia 
By Charles Ogbonnaya. 

Abia State Governor, Dr Alex Otti 
has commissioned a two-block 
classroom built by Ubakala 

Secondary School Old Students 
Association with an assurance of 
according priority attention to the 
education sector for excellent and quality 
delivery. 

Dr Otti who stated this during the 
commissioning of two blocks of classroom 
and reunion ceremony of Ubakala 
Secondary School Old Students 
Association, held at the School premises, 
Nsukwe, Ubakala in Umuahia South LGA 
reiterated that because of the importance 
Government attaches to education it 
allocated about 30 percentage of this year's 
budget to the education sector. 

The Governor represented by his 
Deputy, Engr Ikechukwu Emetu 
commended the Old Students of Ubakala 
Secondary School for their thoughtfulness 
and patriotic zeal to give back to the school 
that nurtured them by embarking on 
renovation of dilapidated structures, 
which in extension is complimenting 
Goverment's efforts at uplifting the 
standards of education across the State. 

He reassured the Old Students and 
management of the School of the 
Govermefit's commitment to do more in 
keeping to all the promises made to them 
as it will leave lasting legacies and 
footprints in the school and urged other 
Old Students Association to do more and 
impact on their Alma Mater. 

In her remarks, the Commissioner for 
Education, ProfUche Erne Uche noted that 
despite inheriting huge problems in the 

Gov. Otti Speaking at a commissioning Cetemony 

school education system across the State, 
Goverment will not renage in it's 
responsibilities of giving adequate 
attention to the education sector and 
commended the Old Students Association 
for not forgetting to give back to their 
School. 

Also speaking, an Old Student and 
Commissioner for Budget and Planning, 
Sir Kingsley Anosike pointed out that the 
sad trajectory of rots in the sector will be 
addressed as the about 30 percentage of 
budget allotted to education will soon 
impact on them and appreciated members 
of the Old Students Association for coming 
out strong in effecting positive change in 
their school. 

In his address, the President General, 
Ubakala Secondary School Old Students 
Association, Chief Sam Uba said the good 
foundation provided them at their 

formative levels in the school have 
gingered them to support their Alma 
Mater both in projects, provision of 
academic materials, moral support and 
listed their challenges to include, modem 
laboratories, restrooms, Carper's lodge, 
furniture for teachers and students, 
security among others. 

The event featured goodwill messages 
from the President General of Ubakala 
Improvement Union Federated, Chief 
Friday Ogbuehi, represented by Chaplain 
Charles Mbakwe at~d Chairman, Chief 
Executive SLOT, Chief Nnamdi Ezeigbo, 
while the Special Adviser to the Governor 
on Security, Comtnander Mark Uba Rtd 
was decorated with an Honorary member 
ofUbakala Secondary School Old Students 
Association for his outstanding 
contribu-tion to the development of the 
school. 

Technocrat hails Tinubu's reforms, urges 
patience for renewed hope agenda 

By Chukwuemeka Egejunt 

A bia-born technocrat and the 2023 
Vice Presidential Candidate of 
Young Progressive Party (YPP), 

Kasarachi Enyinnah has applauded 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's 
performance since assumption of office, 
describing him as a reformist. He noted that 
so many reforms were taking place in the 
country with a lot of international 
collaborations that would put Nigeria on the 
limelight. 

The investment banker who disclosed 
this with newsmen at his hometown, Ogwe, 
Ukwa-West Local Government Area (LGA), 
Abia state, maintained that President would 
not disappoint Nigerians owing to his 
antecedents especia Uy in Lagos State. 

He urged Nigerians to be patient with the 
Renewed Hope Agenda reforms of President 
Tinubu, stating that the masses would 
benefit greatly eventually. 

Enyinnah further noted that Tinubu 
developed the blueprint that helped Lagos 
state to emerge the fifth largest economy in 
Africa, maintaining that theinhiscapacityas 
president, Tinubu would fix the country 
back to fruition. 

Addressing other concerns, he 
commended the Deputy Speaker, Federal 
House of Representatives, Benjamin Okezie 
Kalu for his Peace ln Southeast - Project 
(PISE-P) initiative, adding that it would 

solve the complex security challenges of the 
Southeastern region of the country. 

He explained that "No meaningful 
development can take place without peace. J 
urge stakeholders within the region to 
supportthePlSE-Pinitiative." 

Enyinnah who further decried the 
agitation by different groups in the southeast 
region, called on youths and other critical 
stakeholders to support President Tinubu's 
administration and sheath their swords. This 
is even as he lauded National Assembly 
lawmakers for the accelerated attention 

given to the South-East Development 
Commission (SEDC) bill, explaining that it 
would help the region rebuild the damaging 
effects occasion by the civil war of over 50 
years ago. 

He commended thestateGovernor,Alex 
Otti on his performance in ensuring the 
growth and stability of the state, urging 
Abians to support Otti-led administration 
noting that the governor would rebuild and 
reposition the state for enviable 
development. 
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umuopara clans honours illustrious sons 
.__ .. Br:y_O_k_er.,....e_ke_K_a_t_e __ "Ugwu Umuopara'" is a 

hree illustrious sons lifetime title given to only 
ofUmuopara clan in one person from each 
Umuahia South community that make up 

Local governm e nt , Umuopara Ahla Asaa and 
Chi k e z i e N w o s u, no two persons from the 
Ugochukwu Inyama and same community are 
Sonny Mbagwu have been pronounced and bestowed 
honoured with "Ugwu with this reverend 
Umuopara" titles by chieftaincyhonour. 
Umuopara Coundl of Speaking, the newly 
Traditional Ruler. ins t a I J e d U g w u 
The title which is given to Umuopara, U gwumba 
only those who have 
served and 
contributed 
meaningfully to the 
development of their 
communities, saw the 
recipients crowned as 
the " Ugwu 
Umuopara'' 
representing Ngodo 
Autonomous 
Community, Eluama 
na Mgbedeala 
Autonomous 
Commun and 
Ohiaocha 
Community 
respectively. - • 

community, encouraging to make an impact in the 
him to do more for his community and also 
community. p r o m o t e p o s i t i v e 
He said the honour is not development. 
one that should be paraded Ugwumba Nwosu added 
like a peacock but one that that tl1ere is a need to 
ho lds the custodians change the narrative of 
accountable for the 'Ugwu Umuopara1 from 
development of their being seen as a title 
communities. paraded to receive 
He said, "The U gwu accolades and encomiums 
Umuopara title is nol to be from subjects to one that is 
paraded. You must be given for developmental 

ready to impacts. 
g i v e "I told the other U gwu 
back to Umuopara that we have to 
t h e change the trajectory and 
commu do something impactful. 
nity you By January 2024, we will 
a r e have a meeting where we 
represe can select one impactful GOV. Otu harps on need to 
nting. If project like building a ObeV separati-On Of power you are health care center, a market 

Ill 

.. 

n o t or education system, but From: Julie Okoroafo 
ready to most importantly, it will be 1----------.c...._ _ _ _ __,'----------

m a k e a project that is tinted The Cross River State also advised them to live 
impacts towards development. We Governor, Senator above board to rekindle the 

.. in your are starting with just one Bassey Otu has faith and trust of the 
commu project, we believe by the reminded the Judges that common man in the 

, n i t Y , years to come, we will be the principle of separation Judiciary . 
w h e n doing more. Our impact f b o power etween the three G o v . 0 t u h o w e v e r 

Ugwumba Cltikezie Nwosu, one of the recipients 
of 'Ugwu Umuopara'title 

Prominent sons and 
daughters of the clan 
came out in their 
large numbers to 
celebrate these illustrious 

you are mustbefeltin Umuopara". f · d h arms o government IS comrnen ed t e Executive, 
approac Ugwumba Nwosu who purely for checks and Legislative and the 
hed for a 1 s o s p o k e o n the 
t h a t tltreatening challenges on b a I an c e s a n d no t Judiciary in the state for the 

sons who have resonated 
hope in their various 
communities through 
dedication and 
commitment to the 
development of their 
communities. 

Nwosu, hinted at 
journalists on the culture of 
Umuopara, particularly 
the Ugwu Umuopara 
festival. 
According to him, the 
Ugwu Umuopara is a title 
given in recognition of 
one 's impacts to his 

title, simply tell them you the Igbo culture, said the opposition and friction as it c u r r en t s y m b i otic 
are not interested, so you recent worship of money seems to be. relationship that existing 
don1ttruncateitsessence". by Ndi Igbo has largely The governor who stated between them and ascribed 
He said aside attending affected the survival of the this, during the swearing in it as the reason for tlle 
festivals, weddings and Igbo culture and until this of three newly appointed seamless movement of the 
burial ceremonies, the idea is changed, the Igbo high court Judges in the machinery of government, 
purpose of the 'U gwu culture would keep facing State charged the judges to accelerated growth and 
Umuopara' title is basically challenges. restore faith in the development in the State, 

Judiciary, stressing that and further charged the 

Pipeline vandalisation: NDDC Chief seeks help from roval fathers 
lots of}udicial expertise are Judiciary to help decongest 
expected from them the correction centers 
especially now that the through making use of 
Judiciary nationwide A I ternati ve Dispute 
appears to be under Resolution. 
unbridledpubliccriticism. The Chief Judge of the 
The three new Judges, State, Justice Akon Ikpeme 
Justices Ama Edet Ekpo, earlier, advised the new 
Theresa Ansa Agom and Judges to discharge their 
Jariath Ogar Agim as well duties with the fear of God 
as other members of the and in line with the rule of 

By: A figwe Stella 

The NDDC Executive 
Director, Finance and 
Administration, Alabo 
Soma Iyaye, has called on 
the traditional rulers in the 
Niger Delta region to assist 
the Federal Government 
and security agencies in oil 
theft and pipeline 
vandalism in the RegiotL 
Iyaye, who disclosed this 
recently, during an 
interactive session with 
members of the Rivers State 
Council of Traditional 
Rulers at their Council 
Headquarters in Port 
Harcourt; tasked the 
monarchs to take drastic 
measures towards 
checkmating the activities 
of oil thieves. 
He further added that they 
need the traditional 
institution to assist the 
government and the 
security agencies to protect 
the oil assets; noting that 
their majesties, have very 

big roles to play to protect 2024will be a better year for Responding, the Rivers 
our oil assets and projects all of us. The NDDC board State Representative on the 
in the state. He maintained will meet with you again at Board of NDDC, Chief 
that If there is no oil theft, the appropriate time to Tony Okocha, said that tile 
there will be more exchange idea~. The the NDDC has had a 
allocation for the Niger National Assembly has negative trajectory over the 
Delta. approved over 300 billion years but we assure you 
Iyaye, therefore, urged all in the budget for the Niger that this new NDDC, 
to try as much as possible to Delta and the NDDC board through the initiatives of 
protect our resources and will deploy the money for the current Board, will 
stop economic sabotage in development projects in the bring positive change. 

Judiciary were advised to 
reinvent the Judiciary 
through self-cleansing 
procedure as the governor 

law, reminding them that 
they are embarking on a 
task that requires integrity, 
impartiality and efficiency. our region; while var.iousstates''. 

acknowledging the 
importance of traditional 
institutions, as he 
addressed the council and 
the entire Rivers State 
through traditional rulers, 
representing the 23 local 
government areas of the 
state. 
According to lyaye,: 
"Rivers State is one of the 
major oil producers in 
Nigeria, contributing about 
33 per cent of the oil 
revenue of the country. No 
government can afford to 
disregard the state. 
"I want to assure you that 

Commissioner advices market execudves on unitv of purpose 
By Blessing Anienwe stated that leadership would be markets. 

A bia state Commissioner for easier if all the executives in an office He therefore stressed the need for 
Ministry of Trade, Commerce and are carried along in the running of harmony among the executives. and 
Industry, Dr. Chimezie Isaac the office, revealing that If all the urgedtheChairmanAbaNorthShoe 
Ukaegbu has charged market executives are aware of how an Industrial Market (Shoe Plaza) to 
chairman to carry the members of office is run1 there will be more build trust among the executives 
the Executives along in decision understanding. and involve them in an tlle running 
making. The Commissioner revealed that of the office. 
Dr. Chimezie gave this charge many issues of misunderstanding Chimezie warned that if the 
during a meeting in his office with among the executives of market Executives of the Aba North Shoe 
the Chairman and members of the leadership are issue of trust and Industrial Market (Shoe Plaza) do 
Aba North Shoe fudustrial Market stated that the aim of having not reso lve their differences, 
(Shoe Plaza) Taskforce, at the executives in the market was to government would have no option 
Ministry's Secretariat Complex. He represent the government in than to dissolve them and new 

executives appointed irrunediately. 
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OPINION 

Towards sustaining a peaceful and secure 
environment in Abia-Eze Urasi 

A bia State, God's own State is widely 
acclaimed as one of the safest, peaceful 
and secure states in Nigeria. This 

widely held claim is based on the fact that major 
robbery incidents and uprisings have been at 
very low and minimal level in the State. 

Many Police Commissioners who worked in 
Abia, and other Heads of Security Agencies 
attested to thls. Unlike other States in Nigeria 
where bank robberies, banditry, rampaging 
killers and unknown gwunen and constant 
kidnapping have held sway, even in 
neighbouring states. 

These supports, no doubt has gone a long way 
in making Abia State peaceful for economic and 
other socio-political events to thrive, Indeed, 
Abia is a rising economic giant of the South East, 
especially, the 

Enyimba City, and no good development can 
come out of a place where there are incidences of 
crime, such as was being witnessed in Abia in the 
last couple of months. 

Q Regrettably, Abia 
once peaceful and 
serene state has been 

It is on this premise that Dr. Alex Otti, an 
astute economic manager of repute, and his 
lieutenants thought it wise, to launch a security 
outfit code-named, 'Operation Crush. 

Regrettably, Abia once peaceful and serene 
state has been faced w ith incidences of 
kidnappings, car thefts which have been in the 
rising coupled with street and home robberies. 

This security outfit has within few months of 
operation lived up to its reputation. For a society 
to witness progressive development, there must 
be peace and tranquility, and everyone should be 
involved. 

faced with incidences 
of kidnappings, car 
thefts which have 
been in the rising 
coupled with street 
and home robberies e> 

Successive administrations in Abia have 
made frantic efforts toward supporting and 
empowering various security agencies through 
donating security vans and patrol vehicles with 
other logis tics, to maintain secured 
environment. 

Interestingly, the traditional rulers have 
promised their unflinching support for this 
security project. Here lies the need for all and 
sundry, especially, the rural dwellers, the 
farmers and hunters, to report every suspicious 

movement in our bushes to checkmate the 
activities of the criminal elements who have 
chosen to derive pleasure in frustrating the 
peaceful and secure Abia environment. 

A stitch in time, they say saves Nine. 

Tackling the menace ot counterfeit. 
Btr Dickson Paul 

The recent negative development on 
food and drugs counterfeiting in 
Nigeria has kept most people worried. 

Co1,1nterfeiting is the ~ct of producing a 
particular product(s) below the stipulated or 
required standard/ specifications. 

Apart from the health related hazards, the 
fakers make so much profit from this criminal 
engagement not minding both legal and 
health implications. 

These unpatriotic Nigerians who take 
delight in this unlawful act, consider it as a 
lucrative venture as they even make more 
sales than the producers of the original 
products. The intent of these criminal 
elements, is never to improve on the health 
system of the innocent Nigerians who 
unknowingly consume the harmful 
packagings. Honesty, fakers and fake 
products are on the increase. It seems we are 
losing the war against sub standardization 
and fake products. 

H is well known fact that an Agency was 
established by law with the responsibilities to 
oversee the production, administration and 
control of food (drinks included) and drugs in 
Nigeria. 

This watchdog, the National Agency for 
Food, Drug Administration and Control, 
(NAFDAC), now is seen as merely exist and 
perform below expectat:ions of most 
Nigerians. 

Nigerians remembered with nostalgia the 
late Prof Dora Akunyili, former NAFDAC 
Director General for her formu la that tackled 
the menace of counterfeiting. 

This amazon made almost suicidal 
attempts to wipe out long entrenched fake 
producers and marketers in the country. 

By the time she stepped down as 
NAPDAC's DG, in 2008, following her 

appointment as Minister of information and 
communication, she had succeeded according 
to the World Health Organization, WHO, 
survey in bringing down the volume of 
counterfeited products in circulation in the 
country from 70 to 16.7 per cent. 

This was very commendable and a very 
secret weapon used by the then boss of this 
very important Agency should be rein vented 
to fight the monster in today's society where 
counterfeited products are swiftly putting our 
health and lives in jeopardy. 

The recent discovery of fake 
drinks in Aba-Abia State and 

measuring up to expectations. 
The shock of what was saw in Aba where 

fake drinks were produced in an unhygienic 
environment coupled with unknown 
chemical mixture, convinced us that the 
vibrancy that characterized NAFDAC's 
advocacy and law enforcement h.as drastically 
reduced. 

In the past, Nigerians were sensitized and 
mobilized to fight the monster of fake 
products and the law was vigorously 
enforced, Without any compromise. 

Laughable as it is, peddlers of 
counterfeited items now 

Lagos and there are other 
places yet to be 
spotted where sub­
standard 
products are 

This 
watchdog, the 

appear to be having a field 
day all over the 

country. Most times, 
we read in the 

packaged , 
confirmed the 
fact that weare 
on the verged 
of becom.U1g a 
fakers' society. 

Let me say 

newspapers how 
several billions of 
naira worth of 
fake products 
were destroyed 
by NAFDAC 
and one 
wonders how 

those items got to 
the market in the 

first place. 
Candidly speaking, 

it will be very wrong to 
write this article without 

mentioning the Federal 
Competition and Consumer 

Protection Commission, FCCPC, which also 
has a role in fighting sub standard products. 

it without being 
apologetic, late 
p rofessor Dora 
Akunyili became a 
success nationally 

N a tiona I Agency for 
Food, Drug Administration 

and Control, (NAFDAC), 
now is seen as merely exist 

and perform below 
expectations of most 

Nigerians 

and internationally but 
unfortunately, the agency 
could not keep up the war 
against counterfeiting as stakeholders in 
the health sector and Nigerians look up to the 
approving authorities to consolidate on the 
past achievements, as well, extend the 
frontiers of drug and food administration in 
the country. 

People now see it that the war has slow 
down, wondering if the agency is still 

The FCCPC should collaborate with 
NAFDAC to s tem the tide. Faking 
undermines the right of a consumer, the right 
and safety and that of good medical services. 

The strict monitoring and enforcement 
should cover both food and drug, rather than 
seeing any of them as less problematic. 

Not only locally produced items should be 
checkmated but also, beef up the watch on 
imported ones as to ensure that standards are 
not compromised to the detriment of human 
safety. 

The appropriate authorities should also 
do well in enlighten Nigerians on their 
activities. For instance, food and drugs are 
not the only products empowered by law to be 
regulated by NAFDAC. There are other four 
items which include: beverages, chemicals, 
cosmetics and packaged water. 

There should be serious international 
coalition against counterfeiting because, the 
concern bodies cannot fight it alone, 
attributing to the fact that a large proportion 
of drugs and other imports, come from India, 
China and Pakistan championing the 
counterfeited items that find their way into 
the country. 

Professor Moji Adeyeye, DG, NAFDAC 
among other stakeholders should wage a war 
on local manufacturers and importers of fake 
and substandard products. 

TI1ey should advocate death penalty or 
life- time jail term for manufacturers and 
distributors of fake products, especially in a 
situation where it is determined that such 
item proximately caused the death or severe 
bodily injury. 

Nigerians can also be encouraged 
through a law, to take action for victims of 
counterfeited products with evidence to 
enable them sue producers and distributors of 
these deadly items, in order to have victims 
adequately compensated while it serves as 
deterrent to others. 

I must appla.ud the President, Bola 
Tinubu for his calculated steps in a right 
direction towards restructuring Federal 
Agencies. Let him do more as Nigerians await 
positive result. 
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Comment 

Restoring 'rhe Culture Of Respect In lgbo Land 
By Ogbonnaya Akomas peculiar to them which they greet their elderly. wards the culture and values of lgbo people especially 

ccording to one. dictio~ary, the verb "Respect" However, from what we see today the respect for the respect and greetings to their senior and older ones 
means t? have d~ferential reg~d to~, esteem, to elderly in IgbO society is no longer what it used to be and greet them always. . . 
treat With propnety or consideration, and to and this trend in decline has continued to dwindle Indeed, the value of according respect, care and d1gruty 

regar~asin~olable,avoidintrudingu?on,~ongother unabated. Today, the younger ones in our midst no for the elderly ones in lgbo land .c~ never be o~er­
me~gs. Without doubt, these beautiful attributes that longer care to respect their older ones. Apart from not emphasized. It marks us out as a d1s~ct people. Smce 
constitute what respect ~eans have always m.ade respecting the elderly, many youths, no longer care to children usually emulate what therr parents an~ 
Ndigbo to respect their elders from ~he time greet people and even neighbours they see in the guardians do, parents should set example to therr 
imm.e~orial as a part of their cultural her1~ag~ and morning, particularly the youths born or living in children by greeting their elders and respecting them. 
traditional norm. It was a taboo to do otheTWlSe m the towns who it appears their parents fail to inculcate lgbo On their own part, the older and elderly ones must 
olden days. The lgbo person actually reveres those values and culture. engage in acts that are in consonance with their age and 
elderly and accord . . Furthermore, some members of the communities who shw1 ignoble acts that can put them to reproach and 
the deep ~espect. thr.oug~ou~ the geographical e~tity feel they are rich or highly educated neglect to greet dishonor. 
whereNdigborestdemNigeria,andwherevertheylive. their fellow community members or accord them It is quite disturbing that, today, many of the elderly 
In many parts of lgbo land, it was customary for the respect because the latter people have not achieved ones in our midst engage in ignoble and inglorious acts 
younger ones to call their elders "daa or dee"' to show wealth. that they should not engage in, and in doing so, often 
respect to such people, particula.rly among family This should not be so, Ndigbo should continue to show attract disrespect and disrepute to themselves and 
members .. and the extended farmly. In .ot~er lgbo andrespecttheeldersandolderones. thosearoundthem. . 
commumties, such. as ~ro~hukwtl, the JuruOr ones This aspect of our cultural heritage and traditional Indeed, the invaluable ~tural value. of according 
prostrate before therr seruor m .a.show of u~oyed and value must never be jettisoned. Therefore, parents and respect to the older ones m 1gbo land ts an age long 
deep respect. Other commuruties have vanous ways guardians should always teach their children and culturewhichwemustpreserveandpropagate. 

late Pa Nwankwo laid to rest 
Christian faithful have been charged to return to God as the only 
source of their existence. 
Preaching a topic entitled, "Great Mistake" at the Funeral service of 
Late Mr John Mgbechi Nwankwo Harbor, recently, at Nde Ubani, 
Aro Ajatakiri, lkwuano local government, the priest in charge of 
Living Faith Church ,Umosu , Rev. Richard Emmanuel Ogolo, 
said thatlifewithoutChristremains the greatest mistake. 
Rev. Ogolo, while urging all to live a Christlike life like the 
deceased, noted his humility, sincerity, commitment and love for 
Christ should be e emulated by Christians as God takes records of 
our lives here on earth. 
In his tribute, one of the deceased relatives, Super High Chief 
Okeosisi Harbor, described Late John as a sincere man who had 
passion for his agricultural job adding that he Would be 
remembered for his passion for God , humanity, strength of 
character, while urging all to not mourn like those without hope 
but to take solace by the fact that he Jived an exemplary life of 
reverence to God. 

News other. 
The daughter of the deceased and a staH of Abia Newspapers and Late Mr John Nwankwo who died at the age of 76 after a brief 
Publishing Corporation (ANPC), Mrs Uchechi Chimezie in her illness was. survived by his ~ife, chil~en, brother and a host of 
tribute, described her father as one who lived a life of generosity, o~e.r relatives amo~g them IS the retired Permanent Secretary, 
dignity, Jove and peace, adding that his selflessness was like no Mrmstry of Information, Mr. Nathan Harbor. 

Environmental scientist links hot weather to human activities 
From Nzeuzor jane. PH 

The harsh and humid 
harmattan weather 
being experienced in 

Port Harcourt and some parts 
of the country have been 
attributed to human factors. 

Speaking on thi s , 
environmental scientist in Port 
Harcourt, Dogbora Beresibe 
attr i buted th e ri s e i n 

temperature to increase human 
activities particularly the 
mixture of green house gasses 
such as carbon dioxide. 

She said the accumulation 
of green house gasses in the 
atmosphere, primarily, carbon 
dioxide trac t heat and 
contribute to the earths 
warming and further 
explained that human 

activities such as bush burning, 
illegal refining and others are 
n egative ly affecting the 
environment. 

Mrs Beresibe said when the 
gasses are released, it affects the 
ozone layers and frown at the 
fact that people do not seem to 
be paying attention, stating that 
it is not business as usual this 
time, thatclimatechangeis real. 
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The environment scientist 
also said the alteration in 
temperature and weather 
pattern have the potential to 
disrupt cropping season, 
affect crop yields and increase 
th.e preva.lence of pest and 
diseases adding that the 
imbalance in the system would 
greatly affect crops and food 
secwity. 

NPFL: EDViiDiba storDI 
Jos tor Plateau Uniited 

By Joseph Jacob 

T he People's 
Elephant, 
Enyimba 

International of Aba 
will today take on 
Plateau United in one 
of the rescheduled 
week 18 matches of 
the Nigerian Premier 
Football League. 

The match was 
moved from yesterday 
to today to enable 
Nigerian soccer fans 
focus on the Super 
Eagles AFCON opener 
against Equatorial 
Guinea. 

Enyimba is fourth 
with 29 points and a 
single point above their 
opponents, who will 

leapfrog the Aba 

side if they get all 
three points. 

Other matches 
taking place today 
across the country will 
see Sporting Lagos host 
Shooting Stars as 
Bayelsa United 
welcome Bendel 
Insurance. 

It will be a battle of 
who-disunites-who as 
Rivers United welcome 
Akwa United while 
Katsina United will 
attempt to dim Remo 
Stars. 

Table toppers, Lobi 
Stars will attempt to 
outshine Kano Pillars 
when they lurk horns 
at the Aper Aku 
Stadium. 
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Top a most common enueureneur challenges 
Being an entrepreneur can be incredibly rewarding. At 

the same time, there are challenges of starting a 
business that every entrepreneur face. No matter 

how much we plan, unexpected things happen. One of the 
many entrepreneur challenges is to expect the unexpected 
and to find a solution to move forward. Keep reading to 
learn about common problems entrepreneurs face and how 
to overcome them. 
Getting into Entrepreneurship 
If you haven't already given yourself a pat on the back for 
starting your own business, go ahead and do that now. This 
is a big decision, and one you should be proud of. 
Entrepreneurship comes with flexibility, creative control, 
and a sense of freedom. It can be a rewarding career path 
that allows you to embark on work that you truly love and 
enjoy doing. 
On the flip side, part of being a business owner involves 
understanding some of the issues in entrepreneurship. 
You'll undoubtedly encounter various obstacles 
throughout your journey. Every 
business owner deals with 
setbacks and hurdles at some 
point in their career. Without a 
boss over you to report to, the 
weight of responsibilities falls on 
your shoulders. But don't worry, 
we know you can handle it. So, 
what are challenges that you can 
expect? We've narrowed down 
some of the most common issues 
and solutions to prepare you for 
your entrepreneurial journey. 
Starting your own business is an 
exciting endeavor. To ensure a 
successful and smooth 
ex p erience, keep these 
challenges in mind so you know 
how to overcome them. 
Finding the right idea 
Before your business can take 
off, you need to have a viable, 
profitable business plan. This 
starts with your idea. Does your 
business offer something of 
value? Is there a target market 
for your business? Many beginners struggle with creating a 
business that can be sustained yeats down the line. Focus on 
the product or service you'll offer and how it can solve a 
problem for your target audience. 
Lack of funding 
As a business owner, you take on the financial responsibility 
needed to successfully run your business. Small business 
owners often begin as solopreneurs, who handle all the 
work themseJves and don't have a need to hire employees or 
outsource their work- at least not yet. If your goals involve 
hiring a team or expanding offices and locations, you'll need 
some way to secure funding in order to grow. 
Hiring and man aging employees 
Assuming you have the financial resources to hire and 
manage a team, the next hurdle comes with finding the right 
people to work with you. ln the age of gig work, lt may be 
easy to find low-cost employees or contractors, but will their 
work be the kind of quality you're looking for? One of the 
problems entrepreneurs face is hiring top-talent employees 
who still fit within their budget. 
Time management 
Entrepreneurs often wear multiple hats, especially during 
the beginning stages of their business. From the moment the 
decision is made to start your business, to your launch, to 
actually running your business, you're constantly involved 
in the process. It can be more time-consuming than 
expected, and many entrepreneurs run the risk of bw:nout. 
Finding a healthy balance between their work and personal 
lives can be a challenge. 
Marketing and sales 
As with every other aspect of your business, you're now in 
charge of promotion and marketing. You need to get the 

word out about your services or products so customers 
know what you offer and how to find you. A lot of time and 
strategy go into deveJoping a successful marketing plan. For 
people who aren't experienced in marketing or sales, this 
aspect of being an entrepreneur can feel daunting and 
intimidating. 
Competition 
Due to the sheer amount of businesses that exist today, 
many industries are over saturated with people trying to 
establish themselves as experts in their field. Whatever type 
of business you decide on, it's important to realize the 
competition you'll be faced w ith. As the industry grows and 
inevitably changes, so will your competition and your 
strategy to stand out among the crowd. 
Adapting to change 
Part of the growth challenges as a business owner is the 
ability to adapt to changes within your industry or field. 
These changes can come in the form of a shift in market 
conditions, technological advancements, and customer 

needs. Entrepreneurs need to be mindful of industry trends 
and anticipate the change in order to remain competitive. 
Managing finance 
Unless you have a background in finance, many small 
business owners aren't familiar with managing finances and 
cash flow. It's a challenging aspect of being an entrepreneur, 
as keeping track of your budget and profitability isn't an 
easy task. Without the proper knowledge or guidance on 
how to manage your finances, you run the risk of doing 
harm to your business'sfinances. 
How to overcome difficulties: main tips 
Now that you're familiar with some of the most common 
entrepreneur challenges business owners face, here are a 
few tips to help you navigate through these obstacles. 
Research and planning 
The best way to prepare yourself is to do your research 
before launching your business. As excited as you may be to 
start your business, creating a solid business plan will help 
guide you throughout your journey. You want to go into 
this endeavor feeling confident and secure in your 
marketing strategy. 
Identify your priorities, potential pain points, and 
brainstorm ways to overcome these challenges. It's a good 
idea to come up with a Plan B, maybe even a Plan C, just in 
case you need it. You never know what kind of situations 
you may encounter with your business. This is w here 
problem-solving can come in handy and help get you 
through these hurdles. 
Seekfundingand support 
Many entrepreneurs assume they have to foot the bill for 
their business completely on their own. For many, this 
might be your only option as you're starting out But know 

that there are other ways to obtain funding and support to 
help your business grow. 
Consider applying for loans or grants to help get your 
business off the ground. Another option is to connect with 
your community and host a crowd funding event or ask for 
donations. You'll be surprised how many p eople are in your 
corner who want to support you. You can also look into 
participating in an incubator program, where you often 
receive funding, mentorship, and networking support 
during the early stages of your business. 
Build a strong team 
The best business owners and CEOs are pivotal leaders in 
their industry. They recognize the value of hiring top-talent 
employees and invest time and money into their training 
and development. Cultivating a team that shares your 
vision for your business is an integral part of being a 
successful business owner. Take the time to recruit the best 
possible candidates for your team. These are the people who 
will represent your company and support you in your 

success. 
Prioritize and delegate 
Part of being a good leader in 
the workplace is the ability to 
prioritizeworkandknowwhen 
to share the responsibility of 
getting it done. Even though 
you may feel comfortable doing 
all the work yourself, your team 
is there to support you. 
As your business continues to 
grow, you'll find more tasks 
and responsibilities to share. In 
order to maximize your time 
and work efficiently, allow 
yourself to delegate work to 
other people on your team. This 
can also help you maintain a 
healthy balance between your 
work and personal life. 
Develop and strong brand and 
marketing strategy 
By now we know that brand 
voice and a strong marketing 
strategy are essential elements 
of boildlng a business. No 

matter your service or product, consumers want to connect 
with the brand and the person behind the brand. Create 
your own unique brand identity that showcases your place 
in themarketthatwillhelpyoustand ou t. 
Embrace change and innovation 
Every industry goes through waves of change, so it's 
important to stay up to date with the latest trends and 
developments in technology. As business owners, it's our 
responsibility to evolve w ith the times. It might be scary, 
and it may mean investing more time and effort into these 
changes, but they'll be worth it so long as you remain 
relevant to your audience. 
Find the right platform for you! 
Being a business owner can be truly rewarding and lead to 
many wonderful opportunities in your career. Will it be 
tough? Yes. Will it require time, some research, and a bit of 
planning? You bet. Do you have to do it alone? Absolutely 
not. Practice is your one-stop-shop CRM (customer 
relationship management) software to run your small 
business. You can manage your clients, accept payments, 
and you can even message your clients easily and 
effortlessly through our platform. 
For those entrepreneurs who need a bit more customlzation, 
our Pro Plan is for you. Add a custom domain, include your 
own branding, plus add digital signatures into your 
workflow. Don't forget our integration ability to cotmect 
Practice to all your other tools for seamless automation. Run 
your business with Practice for the stress-free client 
management system you've been looking for. 

Culled fromBJog: Professional Development 
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By Joseph Jacob 

T he ongoing 34th 
edition of the African 
Cup of Nations in 

Cote d'lvoire has stripped 
the English Premier League 
of many African stars. 

League leaders, 
Liverpool will miss the 
services of their top scorer, 
Mohamed Salah who is the 
captain of the Pharaohs of 
Egypt. He led his team 
against Mozambique in 
their opening match. 

Besides being 
Liverpool's top scorer this 
season with 14 goals, he has 
provided eight assists. 

His manager in 
Liverpool, Jurgen Klopp, 
has taken Salah's absence in 
good fate. "We knew the 
Africa Cup of Nations from 
time to time appears and Mo 

Tuesday 16, - Sunday 21 , January 2024 

SPORTING AMBASSADOR 

has to go," Klopp said, "We 
have [Wataru] Endo as a 
participant of the Asian 
Cup as well, so it is like it 
is. We have to deal with it 
and we will." 

AFC Bournemouth 
have lost two players. 
Their forward Dango 
Ouattara is with the 
Stallions of Burkina Faso 
in Cote d'Ivoire, while 
another forward Antoine 
Semenyo has teamed up 
with the Black Stars of 
Ghana. 

Arsenal will not have 
the services of mid-fielder, 
Mohamed Elneny as he 
will be serving his father 
land, Egypt in the 
AFCON. 

Bertrand Traore is in 
Egypt for Burkina Faso, as 
his club Aston Villa will 

the challenge for the league 
title. 

Brentford will have to 
continue their battles in the 
EPL without their mid­
fielder, Frank Onyeka, who 
is with the Super Eagles of 
Nigeria and forward Yoane 
Wissa who is in Cote 
d 'lvoire doing business for 
DR Congo. 

Brighton and Hove 
Albion will spend weeks 
without Simon Adingra, 
who is lasing his boots for 
Cote d'Ivoire as nthe 
Elephants battle to win their 
second AFCON title on 
home soil. 

Wobbling Chelsea are 
already missing the services 
of Senegal forward, Nicolas 
Jackson, who has scored 
eight goals in 23 
a ppea ranees for Chelsea this 

have to do without him as season. 

With two goals and six 
assists in 23 matches, 
Crystal Palace will miss 
the contributions of 
Jordan A yew as he lase his 
boots for Ghana in search 
of their first AFCON title 
since1982. 

Idrissa Gueye is with 
the Teranga Lions of 
Senegal as they defend 
their AFCON title. The 
fans at Goodison Park will 
miss him greatly, 
especially as Everton 
struggle to move away 
from the relegation zone 
after the ten point 
deduction they suffered. 

Fulham are missing the 
services of three key 
players. Defenders Fode 
Ballo-Toure and Calvin 
Bassey are with Senegal 
and Nigeria respectively. 
Mid-fielder, Alex Iwobi is 
also with the Super Eagles 
of Nigeria. 

Issa Kabore is 
rendering his defen<ling 
services to Burkina Paso at 
the AFCON in the expense 
of Luton Town who are 
struggling to leave the 
relegation zone. 

Sofyan Amra bat who is 
on loan from Fiorentina 
will be missed by 
Manchester United as he 
plays for Morocco at the 
AFCON. Similarly, Amad 
DiaUo is representing the 
host Cote d'Ivoire. Andre 
Onana is expected to join 
the Indomitable Lions of 
Cameroon, after he 
delayed his arrival in 
order to play against 
Tottenham Hotspur in 
English Premier League 
on Sunday. 

Nottingham Forests 
are the worst hit as six of 
their first team players are 
in international duties in 
Cote d'Ivoire. They are 
Nigerian defender, Ola 
Aina, Ivorian trio of Serge 
Aurier, Willy Boly and 
Ibrahim Sangare. 
Cheikhou Kouyate and 
Moussa Niakhate are with 
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the Teranga Lions in their 
title defense. 

Bottom placed Sheffield 
United are missing the 
services Yasser Larouci of 
Algeria and Anis Ben 
Slimane of Tunisia. 

After losing their captain 
Son Heung Min to the Asian 
Cup, Tottenham Hotspur 
are also without Yves 
Bissouma of Mali and Pape 
Matar Sarr of Senegal as 
both players are playing at 
theAFCON. 

West Ham United 's 
challenge for a Champions 
League place is suffering as 
their goal king, Mohammed 
Kudus is with the Black 
Stars of Ghana. Kudus have 
scored 10 goals in 24 
appearances for the 

Hammers. 
They are also missing 

Nayef Aguerd one of their 
most dependable 
defenders, he is with the 
Atlas Lions of Morocco 
fighting for a second 
AFCON title after they 
became the first African 
team to reach the semi­
final of the World Cup. 

Wolverhampton 
Wanderers have lost a 
measure of their 
devouring powers 
without Rayan Ait-Nouri 
and Boubacar Traore , 
who are bearing arms for 
Algeria and Mali 
respectively against their 
opponents at the AFCON. 

As hostilities resume at the AFCON last Saturday, 
here are some records that could be broken. 
Egypt are the most successful side at the AFCON 
with seven titles and could extend this record if they 
emerge champions in Cote d'Ivoire. 
Samuel Eto'O of Cameroon holds the record as the 
all-time top scorer of the AFCON with 18 goals. 
Andre A yew of Ghana has scored 10 goals and will 
have to score nine goals to break that record. 
If he does that, he would have equaled Ndaye 
Mulamba record of scoring nine goals in a single 
tournament. Mu]amba accomplished this feat for 
then Zaire, now Democratic Republic of Congo, in 
the 1974 tournament. 
The Elephants of Cote d'lvoire will become the 
ninth team to host and win the AFCON. Egypt did 
so in 1959, 1986 and 2006. Ghana won on home soil 
in 1963 and 1978. 
Ethiopia, Sudan, Nigeria, Algeria, South Africa and 
Tunisia hosted and won the AFCON in 1962, 1970, 
1980,1990,1996and2004respectively. 
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By Toseph Tacob ranking s from 

Playing true to their number one to eight, 
r a n k i n g , then Bar bora Krejcikova 
d e f e n d i n g is promoted to number 

c h a m p i o n N o v a k nine at Melbourne Park 
Djokovic and Iga Swatek because of the injury­
are the top seeds at the forced absence of her 
ongoing first Grand Slam fellow Czech Karolina 
tournament of the year, Muchova, the French 
Australian Open. Open finalist last year. 

The men's seeding Muchova hasn ' t 
m i r r o r s the A T P played since losing to 
rankings, with 24-time eventual champion 
major winner Djokovic Coco Gauff in the US 
followed by Wimbledon Open semi-finals last 
champion Carlos September. 
Alcaraz, the only player T w o t i m e 
to beat him in a Grand Wimbledon champion 
Slameventin2023. Pe t ra Kvitova is 

The women's seeding pregnant and skipping 
followed the WTA theyear'sfirstmajor, 

and last year's US 
Open semi-finalist 
Madison Keys has an 
injured shoulder, 
taking the players 
ranked 17th and 18th 
outofthe equationfor 
Australia. 

The seeding means 
that players in the top 
32 avoid each other in 
the early rounds 
when the bracket are 
determined for the 
major tournaments. 
The top two seeded 
players cannot meet 
before the final. 

MEN•s SEEDING 
1. Novak Djokovic. 
2. Carlos Alcaraz 
3. DaniilMedvedev 
4. JannikSinner. 
5. Andrey Rublev. 
6. Alexander Zverev 
7. Stefanos Tsitsipas. 
8. Holger Rune. 
9. Hubert Hurkacz. 
10. Alex De Minaur. 
11. Casper Ruud. 
12. Taylor Fritz. 
13. Grigor Dimitrov. 
14. Tommy Paul. 
15. Karen 
Khachanov. 
16. Ben Shelton. 
17. Frances Tiafoe 
18. NicolasJarry. 
19. Cameron Norrie. 
20. Adr i an 
Mannarino. 

21. Ugo Humbert. 
22. Trancisco 
Cerundolo. 
23. A l ejandro 
Davidovich Fokina. 
24 . Jan -Lennard 
Struff. 
25. Lore n zo 
Musetti. 
26. Sebastian Baez. 
27. Felix Auger­
Aliassime. 
28. Ta l lon 
Griekspoor. 
29. Sebastian 
Korda. 
30. Tomas Martin 
Etcheverry. 
31. A l exander 
Bublik 
32. Jiri Lehecka. 

WOMEN•s 
SEEDING 

1. Iga Swiatek 
2. Aryna Sabalenka 
3. Elena Rybakina. 
4. Coco Gauff. 
5. Jessica Pegula. 
6. Ons Jabeur. 
7. Marketa 
Vondrousova. 
8. Maria Sakkari 
9. Krejcikova. 
10. Beatriz Haddad 
Maia. 
11. }e l ena 
Ostapenko. 
12. Zheng Qinwen. 
13. Liudmi l a 
Samsonova. 
14. DariaKasatkina. 
15. Vero ni ka 
Kudermetova. 
16. Caroline Garcia. 
17. Ekaterina 
Alexandrova. 

18. V i ctoria 
Azarenka. 
19. ElinaSvitolina. 
20. Magda Linette. 
21. Donna Vekic. 
22. Sorana Cirstea. 
23 . Anas t asia 
Potapova. 
24. Anhelina 
Kalinina. 
25. Elise Mertens. 
26. Jasmine Paolini. 
27. Emma Navarro. 
28. Lesia Tsurenko. 
29.ZhuLin. 
30. WangXinyu. 
31. Marie 
Bouzkova. 
32. L ey l ah 
Fernandez. 

Culled from Associated Press. 




